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Matter 8 – Meeting Housing Needs 

(Policies H1, H2, H3, H4, H5, H6, H7, 

H8, H9, H10, H11 and H12) 

Issue 5 – Rural Exception Sites 

Inspector’s Question 1: [re. meeting ongoing local needs] 

How will the Council ensure that housing permitted to meet local needs 

under Policy H5 remains available for such purposes thereafter?   

TWBC response to Question 1 

1. Provision of affordable housing specifically to meet local needs through rural exception 

sites is supported by NPPF paragraph 78 and the PPG sub-section on Rural Exception 

Sites.  

2. Occupancy of Rural Exception Sites is widely dealt with as part of a s106 Agreement 

linked to a planning permission. A local example of such an agreement is attached as 

Appendix 1. Although a little dated, it can be seen that the residential qualifications at 

paragraph 4.1 of the Schedule align closely with the proposed policy. 

3. Reviewing the Local Plan’s coverage of this policy highlights that there is no reference 

to the use of s106 Agreements as the mechanism whereby eligibility criteria for rural 

exception sites are set out either in the policy or supporting text. On balance, it is 

agreed that this could usefully be added to the supporting text and be the subject of an 

Additional Modification. It is proposed that this be an addition to paragraph 6.345, such 

that it would read (with additional text underlined): 

“Rural Exception Sites are small housing sites that will only be developed for housing 

that will remain affordable in perpetuity. They are normally used to provide homes for 

local people, or people that have local connections through work, family, and 

employment. Eligibility criteria, based on local connections, would be secured by a s106 

Agreement.”  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/housing-needs-of-different-groups
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/housing-needs-of-different-groups
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