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PERIOD TABLE

Description Archaeological Period From To

Hunting societies Upper Palaeolithic 30,000 10,000 BC

Hunter-gather societies Mesolithic 10,000-8,000 4,000-3,500

BC

The first agriculturalists Neolithic 3,500 2,100 BC

Beginning of metal working in bronze ~ Bronze Age 2,100 600 BC

Beginning of metal working in iron Iron Age 600 BC AD 43
Romano-British AD 43 AD 410
Anglo-Saxons [or Early Medieval] AD 410 1066
Medieval 1066 1540
Post-medieval 1540 Present

The Archaeological and Historical Periods used in the Sussex HLC & Revised Kent HLC

Key to HLC-Prev Description Date Combined
P1 Late 20th century AD1945 71 present Post 1900

P2 Early 20th century AD 19141 AD 1945

P3 Early Modern AD 180071 AD 1913 19th century
P4 Late Post-medieval AD 160071 AD 1799 Post-medieval
P5 Early Post-medieval AD 15007 AD 1599

P6 Medieval AD 1066 1 AD 1499 Medieval

P7 Early-medieval AD 41071 AD 1065

P8 Roman AD 4371 AD 409

P9 Prehistoric 500,000 BCi AD42

COPYRIGHT

All rights reserved. No part of this document map reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any fommymnsans,
electronic, photocopying, recording or otheisg, without prior permission of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council

Front Cover Attwater Farm in Hawkhurst Historic Medieval farmstead set within its medieval assart fields and ancient woods. Clockwise
from top left.Extract from Google Earth 2017op Ryht OS Epoch 1 with HLC; Bottom Right;; Photograph of Attwdtarm from PRoW,;
Bottom HLC of present day landscape.
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How to use the Tunbridge Wells Borough GIS Project

The following is a basic guide to looking at the GIS project. The data is presented for the Final
unioned layer of all the parishes. The Tunbridge Wells Borough HLC (TWB HLC) final layer has been
6queriedd using the O6select by Attributesd tool
origin. The latter gives a picture of the time depth and antiquity of the present landscape. The
previous historic landscape character layers have also been queried to show how the historic
character for areas of the Borough which have experienced several changes over time.

Opening up the project

The GIS data is loaded on to its own project. In a folder called TWB HLC GIS Final Layer.

Open up the project Tunbridge Wells HLC.mxd in Arcmap (9.3.1.)

The project contains the main layer TWB HLC 2017 Final Layers hp t oget her wiedh®
from this layer. This is to illustrate some of the potential of the HLC and which are used in Sections | &
Il of the Report.

Also included in the project are .shp files for the key boundaries in order to assist locating areas;
Tunbridge Wells Borough Boundary [Tunbridge_Wells_Borough.shp]

High Weald AONB Boundary [High_Weald_AONB_Boundary.shp]

Kent Parishes [Kent_parish.shp]

National Character Areas for Tunbridge Wells [TWB_NCAs.shp]

These can be supplemented by other GIS data sets available to the Borough.

The Attribute Table
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There are numerous ways for presenting the data based on the attributes in the data fields attached
to each polygon. These are stored in a table attached to the data set.

To open the table Right click on the layer TWB_HLC 2017 Final_Layer.Scroll down to Open Attribute
Table and the table will appear showing all the fields with the data.
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When viewing queried layers from this layer the latter has to be below the queried layers otherwise for
obvious reasons it will cover the queried layers.

Style Sheets [alias the legends or keys]

Several style sheets have been produced for the attributes of the data set. These are legends with the
colours which match those described in the Typology Gazetteer at the end of this document. The style
sheets are for the main attributes and should be self-explanatory. They are stored in a separate folder
[TWB_HLC_Style_sheets]. The Arcmap opens with the style sheets already matched but to change
them follow the steps below:-

Right click on the layer TWB_HLC_2017_Final_Layer. Scroll down to Properties Left click on it. It
opens amenu i Layer Properties. Click on the Symbology tab.

On left side click on Categories and scroll down to Match to Symbols in a style sheet.

In the Value Field scroll down to the attribute field heading to be displayed.e.g. Mor_patt.

Right Click on Browse. Scroll down the style sheets until reach HW Kent HLC pattern.style, click on it
and then on Open. Then click on Match Symbols and Apply, OK. The legend and map will change.

Style sheets have been produced for each of the groups of attributes, for the present landscape. The
style sheets for Broad Types and Types can also be used for each of the PREV layer Broad Types
and Types, together with the one for period.

The Style Sheet
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The Final layer has then been split into its component HLC Broad Types [TWB_HLC_ Field Patterns;
TWB_HLC Unenclosed; etc], which were used to produce the maps in Section Ill.

The Field Pattern layer has also been split into component parts based on attributes of size and
shape. In order to understand the origins of the modern field amalgamation type, this layer has been
presented based on its previous historic landscape character.

For example any given polygon identified in present landscape as modern field amalgamation will
have a previous historic character in its PREV1_BT and Prevl_Type fields in the attribute data base.
These extracted .shp file layers are named TWB_HLC FO_MFA P1 Orchards etc.
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Presentation of OTi me
As already mentioned above, the HLC attribute table records changes in historic landscape character
in the past. The PREV1-PREV4 fields in the attribute table represent up to four changes in historic
landscape character for any given polygon. They are not fixed points in time, but represent a change

of character Each 6éprevd gives the attributes
where the change is recorded and its date.

By layering extracted Prev layers in sequence over the TWB_HLC_2017_Final_Layer a postulated
late medieval i early post-medieval historic landscape character map is produced.

It is also possible to query the Final layer and the Prev layers for those polygons with attributes for the

period of origin which would give time-slices for fixed points in time, such as the 1940s (RAF AP) or
1890s (OS Epoch 2).

The Previous Layers
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Tunbridge Wells Borough HLC showing extent of modern field amalgamation in the pale fawn colour
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Tunbridge Wells HLC showing the modern field amalgamation by its previous historic landscape

character
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GAZETTEER OF TWB HLC TYPOLOGY
COLOUR CODES

HLC BROAD TYPE HLC SUB TYPE

Brooks innings

Formal planned fields

Regular informal fields

Paddocks
Modern field amalgamation

Co-axial fields

Unenclosed Commons
Roadside waste
Greens

WESES
Wooded over common

Horticulture Allotments

Hop Gardens

Commercial nurseries and glasshouses
Orchards

Polﬁunnels

Woodland Arboretum
Assart woodland
en__
Shaws

PAWS

Plantations i broadleaved
Plantations i conifer
Plantations i mixed
Coppice

Wood pasture

Lakes and fishponds

Common edge settlement

Planned estate

Prison

Caravan and camping
Schools and institutions
Church
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HLC BROAD TYPE HLC SUB TYPE

Cemete

Parkland

Race courses
Golf courses
Sports grounds and cricket pitches

Industry
Extraction pits

Industrial estate

Small-scale industrial complexes
Solar farm
Water treatment

Military

Communications Airfields

The Ordnance Survey map data within this report is provided by Kent County Council under licence from the Ordnance Survey.
Licence No. 1000119238
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INTRODUCTION

Thefollowing descriptions are of the main field system types identified in the Borough of Tunbridge
Wells. The identification is based on several key attributes of fields, size, shape, relationship to each
other and other landscape features, pattern, identified from key data sources, in particular historic
mapping. The typology is based on the work undertaken for the Sussex Historic Landscape
Characterisation [HLC], and the revised Kent HLC.

The typology is ordered alphabetically, not in order of antiquity. Whilst the majority of field systems in
the Borough of Tunbridge Wells have a medieval origin it is very difficult to date the fine-grain of field
system patterns and it is that intimate mix of field patterns which contributes to historic character and
local distinctiveness. There needs to be far more research into the dating and origins of fields and
their boundaries in order to build up a body of knowledge and a significant evidence base.

Hi storic Engl and®ds Ibcterisaton Thesaurus is dlsoorqres alghabatically not
by date or origin.

For any given historic farmstead holding, there may be several field systems types associated with it
depending on historic land use, topography, historic ownership etc.. The HLC for Tunbridge Wells
shows these field systems as the best informed judgement using the given sources. More in-depth
research for any site may reveal that the field system origin is different due to historic changes in land
use.

The names given to each field system type is purely descriptive and either reflects the possible origin
of those fields or their main character attributes.

11
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Total Area | Total Average Occurrence of sub type based on | Occurrence of sub type based

[Ha] Number of | Polygon total area of Broad HLC Type. on total area characterised
polygons Size [Ha]

2277.34 308 7.39 13.11% 6.73%

DESCRIPTION OF AGGREGATE ASSARTS

Aggregate assarts are a field syst emrclkeagne ofenaidyat ed by
woodlands or possibly wooded heaths or commons, and the enclosure of the cleared land to fields.

Such fields are identified by their irregular shape and pattern. with sinuous and usually wooded

structured boundaries. They also occur on the North Downs, where ancient woodland occupies soils

derived from the heavy Clay-with-flints. Aggregate assart fields were identified from the OS Epoch 1

map together with the aerial photographs.

These are fields which have been enclosed fromwoodl and, wood pasture, commons
by informal, unplanned processes. The name comes from the French word meaning to clear and

enclose land. In the Weald the process created small irregular fields bounded by sinuous hedges

(filled with woodland species) and shaws (remnants of the woodland). Documentary evidence shows

that there was a last period of land expansion at the expense of woodland in the Weald during the

C12 (Harris, 2004; Brandon 2003). Many ancient woodlands show evidence in their outline where

fields were carved from them. These fields may be associated with farmsteads whose names date

from post C11 and may be personal manorial names. Some assart fields can be part of older

farmsteads where there has been expansion of fields into adjacent woodland.

The generally small fields are laid out in an irregular pattern, with sinuous woody boundaries which

are often quite wide. These boundaries have a woodland origin identified by the botanical composition

of the tree, shrub and ground flora layers; containing species which are indicative of woodlands. The

fields are often intermixed with small enclosed woodlands, or lie on the edge of larger areas of

woodland which also have sinuous irregular boundaries. Aggregate assarts as their name implies are
6organicd in their ori gi n-mealclaande agdeach jield & adfedanto a | and
the adjacent. The appearance of the field pattern
wooded commons. It is thought that these fields represent some of the last woodland clearance which

took place in the 12th and 13th centuries (Harris 2004). The field pattern is created by gradually

clearing and enclosing ground in an ad-hoc fashion, building up a system of fields around a

farmstead. Laying out regular fields within dense woodland is more difficult than just gradually

clearing in a piece-meal fashion. The size the fields reflects what could be cultivated by a small family,

given the very difficult nature of the soils [See below]. The ecological diversity habitat structure and of

species of the boundaries reflects its close association with the former woodland habitat, where

subsequent farming management has had less impact. Aggregate assarts are strongly associated

with gill woodlands. They also occur on the outer edges of ancient fields associated with historic

farmsteads, unless the farmstead is contemporary with the assart fields. In the medieval manor of

South Malling, the creation of new fields and farms was still taking place in the C13 with holdings
referred to as 060l d Assarts6 anl@8].6New Assartsédé [ Du Bog

The pattern can be influenced by the local topography and aggregate assarts are closely associated

with ancient assart woods, wooded over commons, commons and greens. Assart fields are
characteristic of Rackhamés O6Ancient Landscapesd6 and
extending into the Low Weald.
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Examples of aggregate assart fields occur frequently in the parishes on the county boundary between
Kent and Sussex, where much of the landscape still remained as woodland well after 1086, for
example in the parish of Hawkhurst close to larger areas of woodland, as at Sisley and Pix Hall on the
edge of Bedgebury Park Wood and Frith Wood (now Bedgebury Forest) or to the east of Hawkhurst
village. These fields also occur at Bidborough and Speldhurst and are associated with ancient
woodland still remaining in the landscape.

Significance of character type

Assarts are a key characteristic enclosure pattern of the Weald and contribute to the medieval
antiquity of the landscape. Aggregate and cohesive assart patterns are intimately associated with
each other and with the settlement pattern of dispersed historic farmsteads ancient woods and
historic routeways. Where such patterns are intact they are highly significant for their antiquity of
features and the time-depth of landuse.

Key Characteristics

Clearly defined groups of irregular shaped fields

Sinuous boundaries, woody hedges and shaws of mixed species with ancient woodland indicators.
Shrub component on a bank with ditches usually silted, some banks may have an asymmetrical
profile indicating their former use as a wood bank

Veteran trees, pollards and stubs i boundary markers

Close to sites of ancient woodland frequently often gill woodland but also other types of larger
coppices

Close to or associated with later medieval farmsteads

Remains of old stiles, gateways, hollow ways and footpaths

Ridge and furrow, quarries, marl pits, iron stone pits

Usually pasture T sometimes soft fruit

REFERENCES
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17. ppl-23

Baker, A.R.H. & Butlin, R.A. 1973 Studies of Field Systems in the British Isles. Chapter 9 Field

Systems of Southeast England p377-429. Cambridge University Press

Brandon, P. 2003 Kent and Sussex Weald, Phillimore.

Brandon, P. 2005 The North Downs, Phillimore.

Du Boulay, F.R.H. 1966. The Lordship of Canterbury. An essay in medieval society. Nelson Press.
Harris, R. 2004. The Making of the High Weald. Informing the High Weald AONB Management Plan.
2004. High Weald AONB Joint Advisory Committee.

Rackham, O. 1986 The History of the Countryside, Dent.
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Source: Tunbridge Wells Borough HLC 2017

Google Earth

©12016 Google

Source: Google Bar2017

elev 108 m eyealt 1.81 km

Aggregate Assarts at Old Dundle Farm, Pembury
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FIELD PATTERNS

BROOKS INNINGS

Total Area | Total Number | Average Occurrence of sub type | Occurrence of sub type based

[Ha] of polygons Polygon Size | based on total area of | on total area characterised
[Ha] Broad Type.

217.45 5 4.349 1.25% 0.64%

DESCRIPTION OF BROOKS INNINGS
Brooks Innings are the drainage and enclosure of fresh water marshland in river valley flood plains,

creating meadows bounded by Awet fneandbeeitherisdrreguidri t ches.

or semi-regular with boundaries dominated by sinuous or straight ditches often following the course of
former streams and tributaries. Some of the ditches may have large banks associated with them as
part of flood defence. The Brooks Innings in the upper reaches of the river valleys are often
associated with irregular informal enclosure. Water course are also a characteristic feature of these
fields. The enclosures date from the Medieval and early post-medieval period (1086-1800)The
process of inning the marshes of the valleys was hard won with conflicts between those land owners
who wished to drain and enclose, and the people of the ports at Rye and Winchelsea who wished to
keep the navigation routes open (Eddison 2000). Originally enclosed to pasture and hay meadows;
these fields today are now drained and mostly under arable cultivation. Significant boundary change
has taken place in the 20th century creating much larger open fields.

Significance of character type

By the nature of the land form and topography of the Borough of Tunbridge Wells, these field systems
are rare, confined to the most part to the valleys of the Rother and Brede in the east but also with
some surviving in the Medway valley to the north.

Key characteristics

Large open fields with long aspects within the river valleys

Boundaries are open ditches often water-filled.

Trees are confined to alders and willows and may be ancient pollards.

Small brick and stone bridges link the fields.

Where these fields abutt the valley edges there may be evidence of past land use in the form of

sheepwashesand small 6l ookers hutsé, small tracks
REFERENCES
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Source: Tunbridge Wells Borough HLC 2017

Source: Google Earth 2017

Brooks Innings on River Rother at Sandhurst
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