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Fig. 7 J. Andrews, W. Dury and W. Herbert, A Topographical Map of the County of Kent ... 1769
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Fig. 8 Edward Hasted map of Ashurst 1778
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Fig. 9 Ordnance Survey 1st edn 6” map (1862)
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Fig. 10 Ordnance Survey 2nd edn 6” map (1897)
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Fig. 11 Ordnance Survey 3rd edn 25" map (1909). Sheet 60/7
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Fig. 12 Ordnance Survey Revd edn 25” map (1936). Sheet 60/7
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Fig. 13 Aerial view of Salomons. Undated (private collection)
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Fia. 14 Alfred Wilcox, Garden Life (10 April 1906)

in order

at with

liscovered

tures to which

Not that any depart-
b

ment the plea-

h came to another o
i 1 ar, and, :bscru'h A
Bart.. erected to the 14

Vg we reached the old
drive, leading road.  The great
rnament e '.hn drive i3 a ma snificent Qak, ex-
ceedingly symmetrical, with 1»5 ciinging to its
*pndrj;.l" branches. Through the Rock Walk,
we proceeded back to the terrace, to look at the

malin

sure hat they  De .

could not e do not,” said Mr. Roberts, “go in for
esque ar ing bedding, but for summer these twelve
kitche are chiefly filled with Begonias, Cannas,

at Bros

it because ‘1E.~ are no other
terest, prominence i: given to them
1 will deal first. however, with
eauties of the pleasure grounds, be-
elightiul Weod Walk,
which, like the stables,
g at 13 ts the
, We bruceeded > uprper
shaded from the east wind, by
and the lake.

terrace,
natural steps, towards the rockery
In the former are some favou i Oaks, and
in the centre of the lake, wh ontains trout
and dace among other fish, 15 an island. The
Beechy Wood, so-calied because of rhe number
of Beeches, 15 anu:h{-r ’mrmmf spot. and here
it may he ¢ i has a well-de-
served reputatic ::5 cld Lrges which Sir
David carefuliy preserves. ILike the undulating
grous thev constitute a dis attraction. In
one of the few level spaces an extra tennis o
is being made, with Rose beds all round,
should prove a useful and pleasing addition.

“Do shrubs thrive?" I inquired, as 1 noticed,
near choice speciimens of Cedrus dr‘ud.lr"l. Well-
ingtonias, and (rvpmmena. some fine bushes of
Rhododendrons.

“Yes,” rejoined Mr. Roberts, “they
well, indeed, Rhododendrons notably.

do very
These

-+l more than t(wenty vears ago. Many
b'\” 2O0MmMe  are |.’f.Ji'l LCumS, I\\ .
ature here, and it is clipped every

At present there are sets, but I
er them to designs,”
titv-of Camellias,” 1 re-
the winter garden close

vrd Fuchsia
11' pose 1o

: have a quar
as we went into

they give us a quantity of flowers,
., and scarlet. One variety is C. im-
, but there are others very much older,
and oune is of the Holivhock shape, with a disc
rnu..d the centre. Later on we plant the winter
1 with Ferns. The largest of the several
Ferns spreads -n.n twelve feet across. The
is covered by Cobwa scandens.”

The kitchen garden. which is above the house
s two wres in extent, admirably arranged, an
strikes the visitor at once as being well looked
after, both from the artistic and the practical
point of view. Immediately we entered, I ob-
served a. the Loganberry 15 grown in quam)tv

“We oot the canes when they first ca.me out,
from .\ r. Bunyard.” replied Mr. Roberts, “pur-
3 three dozen. which we tr:uned on wire,
with filteen or sixteen poles about six feet high
between. They are treated exactly the same as
Raspherries, and ripen about the same time.
The crop is invariably good, and I believe that,
generally speaking, the cultivation of the Logan-
borr\ is increasing.’

‘What varicties of Raspberries do you grow?”

L

BroosiiiLe, TussrincE WELLS.

“Only Superlative. These canes have been
hrre bom fovrteen to fifteen veurs, and some
vears I have picked eizht bushels from them.”




have a brave show of Tu!
gTow a large quantityv
5, the DPrince of Aus
of Orange (yellow;.
=5 are Orius, Duec van Th:l
e, and Nellie.”
How many Daffodils do ycu
A great number. We have
¢ house fwice a week, and
nt supply of blooms has :
.z of the chief varieties are: =
rsfieldii, Barrii, Empress, Emp:
The two best white H
ame van der Hoop and La Grz
Some of the spikes of your Hya::

ES

[¥]

zrand, and you also seem to have a good collec
uion of Azaleas.”

*The principal varieties of Azaleas are Nicke,
2ir T. D. Llewellyn, Apollo, Paul Webber,
Simon Mardner, and Madame Joseph Vervaen

the Azaieas are kept in a cool house they =i
‘uwer for six weeks.”

- 0f course, vour Vines were pianted when tne
range was put up:’

“Yes, in Julv, 18gy. You will notize that the
Vineries are buiit uf pitch-pine, that there are
slate stages and slate shelves, and that the
rating is excepticnally wide The woodwork
was put u ;. Cromprion, Fawkes and
Cao., of Ch and the brickwork by
Messrs. J. Crutes : Son, of Tunbridge Wells.
The brackets wers specially cast, and Ul i

lators work with a rod and lev

Muscats are Ir I am a grea:

summer pla: It means that Vines get
_established f i ad 2 practi-
cal proof of ¢ antazes of the m, [ may

sav that out of thirty-two Vines planted in sum-
mér not one failed.” In this house we grow a
quartity of M nhair Ferns, which are stood
in large china vases for house decoration.”

“Ypu altn have a number of gold and tri-
cnlor Geraniums here?”

“There are about six hundred—Mrs. Pollock
and Lady Cullum are the varieties. Sir David

Salomons never_wears a ﬂD\\'erf but he has twa .

of these tricolor Geraniums for a butionhole
every day in the year. For that purpose they
are wired and tinfoil put round them.”

“I notice that there are borders both inside
and outside.”

“Yes, and you observe that the trellis, which
consists of gaivanised wire, and has screws at
one end to tighten it when required, is fixed two
feet from the glass.”

“Perhaps you would tell me why the usual
plan of keeping close to the glass has not been
followed ?”

#1 will endeavour to explain. The advantage
of .keeping the foliage clear from the glass, in-
stead of allowing it to press close to the glass,
as it generally does, is greater than many people
imagine. In the latter event, a number of the
best leaves caznnot perform their function, be-
cause their upper -surface is moist half the time.
They are so close to the glass that respiration
and inspiration cannot go on as it ought to do.
One great advantage of having the trelliswork
two feet from the glass is that the Vine shoots
can be allowed tc grow in an erect position till
after they have flowered, Probably, the flowers
set better in consequence, and the tying down
becomes a very easy matter.  Moreover, the
branches get the full benefit of the light and air,
and the Vines are in a much more even tempera-
ture than when they are close to the glass. Every
gardener knows how difficult it is to tie a young
Vine shoot down, and how frequently, when a
shoot is tied down in the day and seems all
right, it is found the next morning snapped off
at the junction with the old wood, causing a
permanent blank. This does not often happea
when the tving is deferred till after the flower-
imm  Tha chante ara than ramnaratively wiry,

torced in this Vinery
the Strawberries are
all the rocts of the Vines
ber. But the lifting has had the Dt 1
effect upon the Vines. in 1ne intermediate
Vinerv we have Alicante, Gros Marog, Ham-
burgh, znd Madresfield Court.” ) )

“%\'ha'_ varieties of Peaches and Neciarines do

vou grow out of doors?”’ )
" The Peaches are Roval George, Grosse Mig-
nonne, Hale's Early, Sea Fagle, a:_-.d D_vmopd:
the Nectarines that do b ide are Pine-
apple, Rivers' Orange. = Eiruge, Lo.rd
Napier, Humboldt, Fariv and Violette
Hative.”

“We have not said
toes and Melons ™"

“For planting outside.
All is the best Tomato,
size, brilliant red colour.
prolific and of good flavour.
‘All is excellent; aiso Sution’
A 1. I have tried m q
have found none superior to 17
grown are Hero of Lockinge, ~ut
press, Sutton’s Scarlet, Best of
fection.” .

Resuming our inspeciion = the
Roberts drew my attentivn 2%
quantity of Selaginella moss, growa :a 1ias,
mixed with Panicums. :

“At any time,” be continued, ‘‘we caa stick
into the moss, a Rose or any Eind of flower, five
or six inches high. Growing in tins the m
does not wither, and we change the plants a
often as we like.”

“How many Gloxinias do you grow?”’

“Between two and three hundred. The:
the spotted hybrids and selis. The B

Br5,

¢ ver about Toma:

- villea glabra, which has been here since e

long.” .

*“Orchids are not grown 10 any copsiceralis
extent 7’

i No, but the foliage of the Ceelogyne =-:3tats,
which, six weeks ago, were a mass of bilazm, was
wonderful. Three pans had sixiy sp ol
flower on each plant in the pan. I neve
finer lot.” .

“Do you go in largely for Chrysaniismuni

“About three hundréd are grown Ior spring
flowers, and about three hundred more for cut
bloom. Some of the best of the ifcrmer are
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GARDEN LIFE.

I have
competition,
ed dishes.

forty-five of l's
of fruit, not {
put up a hun
varieties, I m
altered and

erected.
principles.”
“Which s
“It depe
Bon Chré

VWilliams's
r when it is
iree than

grown a amid or as a horizon:al ha:
on the w Un the other hand, Winter Nelis
and Josephine de Malines do better on the W
One ‘of the best late Pears is Nouvelle Fu

which com about Christmas, It is rather
rough in o e, but a very good crcpger. Like

Nouvelle Fulviz, Olivier de Serres wanis a wall.
It is also a good late Pear, with an excellent
fiavour, i rinens in January. thar Pears
which fiourish most on a wall include Berga-
motte Esperen, Glou Morceau, and K:‘.ig}}t’s
Monarch, which lasts a long time after picking
if 1t 1s kep: nice and cool.”

“What about Doyenné du Comice?”

“It will do well in almost any way, but it is
a little cleanar on the wall. Beurré Alexander
Lucas, which is spotted like the Trout Pearl
does well on ihe wall, and as a tree. Most of
the late Pears, however, flourish on the wall, but
they vary according to the soil and stock on
which they are grown, and, afier they are
picked, upon the way in which they are kept.”

“Did vou plant most of the Pear trees?”

“All, 1 think, save the old Catillac tree. The
Catillac is one of the best stew Pears.”

“Which is your biggest Pear?

“Marie Benoist. It will flourish in the open,
but it should have a wall. One of its merits is
that it comes in when nearly ail the varieties are
over. One of the prettiest is Durondeau, a mid-
season Pear. Pitmaston Duchess is another

&

mid-season. We grow both these on pyramids
and horizontally.”
“Then, there are the Pears on the cordons.”
“Yes, we have a nice lot af various sorts on

ittle longer. \We
: four different
at different times.
thers on the Pear

ut in paper bags.”

the east wall, They hang a
Dovenné du Comice
aspects, in order to have fru!
are on the (Juince, ans
All the best Pears 1 p
rotect the fruit?”
1se of the bags prevents the friction of
Also, the bags keep
wasps and the birds, and the appearance
Pear is improved.  Another and im-
aoint is that, protected by paper bags.
i: can hang on the trees until the end
er, regardless of frost. In fact, I have
‘e in keeping Pitmaston Duchess until
the end of November. Fach Pear is tled in
the bag to the bough. When people ask me,
“TWhere do vou keep your Pears?' I say, ‘On thr
trees., hznging in the.bags. I warmly recom
mend ihe svsiem. The flavour of the fruit is
not in the least affected, and the Pears so pro-
tecied give us a longer season of fruit.”

“The Apple blossoms promise nearly as good
crons of fruit as the Pears?”

“1 can only hope that they will be as good as
they were last year. There are a few grown
horizontally, but none on the wall. Tre
majority are bush pyramids. Two of the e
are Duchess of Oldenburg and Lady S
but we have more of the mid.scason an
Apples.”

“YVou might name a few of the choicest varie-
tieg ?*

Tiow

uing of May, there 1s a mass of flowers.
varieties include Bigarreaus of kinds, Black Tar-
tarian. and May Duke.
we grow Morelio Cherries and Plums.”

e

»d’'s  Nonsuch, lLord Derby, Gioria
e nf the most handsnmei, Cox’s Orange
Allington Pippin,  Fgremont Russet..
: Pearmain, Tearn’s Dippin, Washing-
wperor Alexander. (irenadier. King of
ns Countv, Brownlees Russet {a small
5 . Dutch Mignonne, Beauty of Kent, Belle
fe Peontoise, Bismarck, Sturmer Pippin, Man-
ringion Pearmain. Lane's Prince Albert. Gas-
< Scarlet, Newton Wonder, Claygate
Pearmain, Ribston Pippin, Winter Pearmain,
American Mother, Scarlet Nonpareil, Ross Non-
pareil, Wealthy, and The Queen.”

“1 admire the idea of your archway of

Cherries?”

“When thev are in bloom, about the begin-
The

Along the bottom wall

“Du you expect a fair crop of Plums?”

“Thev will lower well, but the sparrows pick
the bude out so much that it is not often we
get a big crop. The dessert varieties are Coe's
solden Drop, Purpie Gage, Transparent Gage,
Greengage, Jefferson, and Oullin’s Golden Gage
(a very good yellow Plum). The best cooking
Plums 2r= Washington, Archduke, Black Dia-
mond, Vicitoria, CZar, and Pond’s Seedling.”

“Yeou have all kinds of bush fruit?”

“WWe have a good supply of Gooseberries, the
varieties being Whinham's Industry, Keepsake,
Veivet White, Telegraph, Lapcashire Lad, and
Green Gascovne, a thorny kind,.which the birds
cannot interfere with in budding. Of Currants,
I think that the best black is Boscopp’s Giant,
a very large Currant, which has also the merit
of being apparently proof against the mite, one
of the curses of Kentish fruitgrowers.”

“How about Strawberries?”’

“QOne of the favourites is Sir Charles Napier,
very refreshing and a good cropper. Of course,

we have Royal Sovereign, of which we force
about thirteen hundred pots every year, and we
also grow The Laxton. President still holds its.
own, and we continue to grow Sir Joseph Pax-
ton and The Viscountess. Before we leave out-
door fruits, I may mention that the Blackberry
Lacinatus does remarkably well. 1 planted two
long rows about twelve years ago, and we get as
good a crop of them usually as we do of the
Loganberry.”
=1 should like the names of a few of vour
leading varieties of vegetables.” ’
“We have just made some new beds of As
paragus, Mortlake Giant, surrounded by DPeas.
Our early Peas are William 1. and Gradus; the
main crop, Telegraph, Duke of Albany, and
(\ladstone: and one of the best for late work
iz Ne Plus Ultra. As I do not show Onions,
do not go in for huge specimens, but look out
for the best for use, It is not easy to excel Sut-
ton’s Improved Reading and Allsa Crag. Tota-
toes are chiefly grown on the farm.”
“I see that you have Roses to beautify the
kitchen garden.”
“VYeas, they are grown right round it. The
_Apple trees screen the Roses from the sun, to
save them from being burned. The varieties
are Teas and Hybrid Perpetuals. I have not
vet planted any Hybrid Teag”
At this stage we went into the greenhouse, on
the roof of which Roses flourish exceedingly.
“Perle des Jardins,” said Mr. Roberts, ‘"does
better on the roof than Maréchal Niel; the other
Roses are Nipheics, Devoniensis, and Kaiserin
Augusta Victoria.”



Madame Ad. Chatin, Queen of the Exe, Win.
ter Queen, Francis Pilan, Dazzler, Gratian-
opolis, and Princess Victoria. For big blooms
1 like F. S. Vallis, Bessie Godfrey, Duchess of
Salterton, Lady Byron, Elsie Fulton, Miss Stop-
ford, Mrs. Dawson, Mr. C. Beckett, and Edith
i rs. The up-to-date varieties,
Graham, B. H. Shrewsbury,
nd Madame Oberthen, are also

Maud du Cros,
grown.”

There just remained time to have a glance
at the potting shed and offices; the fruit room,
with a good many Apples still in it, including
King of Tompkins County, Mere de Menage,
Golden Knob, Swedish Reinette, Tyler's Kernel,
Hoary Morning, and Mannington Pearmain ; the
packing room, with excellently-contrived boxes;
the commodious Grape room; the root room,
and the modern boilers. Finally, I asked Mr.
Roberts how long he has been at Broomhill.

“Twenty years this spring.  Since I have
been at Broomhill I have been awarded certifi-
cates for collections of fruit, and for Chrysan-
themums.”’ ALFRED WiILCOX.

Tye ToMATO BuRDER AT BRuoMInLL, TUNBRIDGE Werrs
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Fia. 15 Photoagraphs of Salomons January 2009

(]
o
o
)
o
o
ND-

1

28.01.2009

Above: The house from the south
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28.01.2009

Above: Terrace on the south front
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