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GLOSSARY 

 

(Sources: Adams 1976; Everitt 1987; James 1991; Richardson 1974) 

 

Chase  Unenclosed area which was hunted over and could be held from the crown by 

magnates. Chases often included farmed land as well as woodland, and  wood pasture. 

There were no special laws attached to a chase. 

 

Common A piece of private property upon which a number of people have legal rights 

over the surface, which they exercise in common.  The rights were generally managed by a 

manorial court. 

 

Fair  Usually held annually or biannually at specified dates in the year on greens or 

areas of common.  Older sites of fairs could take place by prehistoric barrows, junctions of 

old roads, or drove ways. They could also be held at parish boundaries or top of hills. 

 

Frith  Scrubby or poorly stocked woodland.  

 

Forest  Preserves over which the King could hunt and subject to strict forest laws. 

They comprised a mix of woodland, open ground and wood pasture. 

 

Forstal  A post-medieval Kentish term for a green, but which originally meant a fore-

stall or enclosures in front of the farm for milking cows or holding stock.  

 

Green  An open space in a village which was a traditional meeting place for the 

community.  Fairs and markets were held on the green, but permanent buildings were not 

normally allowed.  In pre-Domesday, the green was possibly used for defence, the animals 

being brought on to the green from the fields and commons beyond the village defences.  

 

Market  Took place on particular day or days of the week on a green or a central 

place within the village or town often close to the church. 

 

Playstool A Kentish term (?) for a place for recreation, an early recreation ground where 

fairs were also held. 

 

Purpresture The process of encroachment or clearance into woodland or common which 

often included the erection of a house and buildings. 

 

Trenche A wide strip of cleared-ground either side of a routeway where it runs through 

woodland, to prevent ambush to travellers. 

 

Waste  Any action which destroyed covert or óvertô in a forest usually by felling trees ï 

to lay waste but it also means uncultivated land which was used for grazing and as sources 

of fuel and materials for building. 
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PERIOD TABLE 

 

 

Description    Archaeological Period   From   To 
 

 

Hunting societies   Upper Palaeolithic    30,000  10,000 BC 

Hunter-gather societies  Mesolithic     10,000-8,000 4,000-3,500 BC 

The first agriculturalists  Neolithic     3,500  2,100 BC 

Beginning of metal working in bronze Bronze Age    2,100  600 BC 

Beginning of metal working in iron Iron Age     600 BC  AD 43 

    Romano-British    AD 43  AD 410 

    Anglo-Saxons [or Early Medieval]  AD 410  1066 

    Medieval     1066  1540 

    Post-medieval    1540  Present 

 

 
 
 
 The Archaeological and Historical Periods used in the Sussex HLC & Revised Kent HLC 

Key to HLC-Prev Description Date Combined 

P1 Late 20th century AD1945 ï present Post 1900 

P2 Early 20th century AD 1914 ï AD 1945 

P3 Early Modern AD 1800 ï AD 1913 19th century 

P4 Late Post-medieval AD 1600 ï AD 1799 Post-medieval 

P5 Early Post-medieval AD 1500 ï AD 1599 

P6 Medieval AD 1066 ï AD 1499 Medieval 

P7 Early-medieval AD 410 ï AD 1065 

P8 Roman  AD 43 ï AD 409  

P9 Prehistoric 500,000 BC ï AD42  
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How to use the Hawkhurst ï Cranbrook GIS Project 

 

The following is a basic guide to looking at the GIS project. The data is presented for both 

the combined parishes and each parish. Then for the combined parishes has been óqueriedô 

to show both the attributes for period of origin and also by source [See below]. This gives a 

picture of both the time depth of the present landscape and also where the historic character 

has gone through several changes over time. 

 

Opening up the project 

The GIS data is loaded on to its own project. 

Open up the project GH_CB_HK_Phase 2_HLC in Arcmap. 

There are several layers of the data set. It has been split into the separate parishes;-  

Cranbrook_parish_HLC_Final,  

Goudhurst_parish_HLC_Final   

Hawkhurst_parish_HLC_Final  

Benenden_HLC_2015 

together with the combined data  BN_GH_CB_HK_HLC_Final 

There are numerous ways for presenting the data based on the attributes in the data fields 

attached to each polygon. 

To open the table Right click on the layer Revised HLC High Weald AONB August 

2015.Scroll down to Open Attribute Table and the table will appear showing all the fields with 

the data.  

 

Style Sheets [Legends or keys] 

Several style sheets have been produced for the attributes of the data set. These are 

legends with the colours which match those described in the Typology Gazetteer at the end 

of this document. The style sheets are for the main attributes and should be self-explanatory. 

They are stored in a separate folder so named. 

The Arcmap opens with the style sheets already matched but to change them follow the 

steps below:- 

 

Right click on the layer BN_GH_CB_HK_HLC_Final. Scroll down to Properties Left click on 

it. It opens a menu ï Layer Properties. Click on the Symbology tab. 

On left side click on Categories and scroll down to Match to Symbols in a style sheet. 

In the Value Field scroll down to the attribute field heading to be displayed.e.g. Mor_patt. 

Right Click on Browse. Scroll down the style sheets until reach HW Kent HLC pattern.style, 

click on it and then on Open. Then click on Match Symbols and Apply, OK. The legend and 

map will change.  

 

Style sheets have been produced for each of the groups of attributes, for the present 

landscape. The style sheets for Broad Types and Types can also be used for each of the 

PREV layer Broad Types and Types, as with Period. 

 

This process can be done for each of the individual parishes as well. It provides consistency 

in the presentation and the colours match those in the Typology Gazetteer at the end of this 

document. 
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Presentation of óTime slicesô  

PREV1-PREV4 represent up to four changes in historic landscape character for any given 

polygon. They are not fixed points in time, but represent change events. Each óprevô gives 

the attributes of Broad Type and Type, its period of origin, the source where the change is 

recorded and its date. 

 

In order to present time slices of historic character, the HLC data is queried for present HLC 

These are Early-medieval_revised_HLC to Late_C20 revised_HLC.  

Together with each of the four HLC PREV layers for period of origin of feature. 

PREV1_Early-medieval_revised HLC to Prev3_Early-medieval_revised HLC.  

By switching on all the Early-medieval to Early post-medieval layers a possible 

reconstruction of the pre-modern historic landscape character can be created. [See Map 7].  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 The High Weald AONB has made extensive use of historic landscape 

characterisation in developing research and management policies for the High Weald 

Landscape. The AONB covers the High Weald in East and West Sussex and In Kent and 

thus utilises the HLC data from each of the three counties. The Kent HLC was one of the first 

to be undertaken in 1999-20001 as part of the England-wide characterisation project led by 

English Heritage. Since then the methodology, whilst remaining true to its origins and 

approach has developed in the light of the GIS mapping technology. The Sussex HLC 

completed in 2007 is one of the most detailed and used OS Mastermap as its base.2 There 

is a fundamental difference between the two HLCs; for Kent the HLC attributes are 

embedded in the typology descriptions, whilst for Sussex the data is attribute-led. This 

makes querying the data much easier for Sussex than for Kent, which generally is only 

viewed on two levels, Broad Type and Type. 

 

In 2010-2011 English Heritage undertook a historic landscape research project for the Hoo 

Peninsula in Kent in order to gather more detailed evidence on the development of the 

present landscape and the survival of archaeology.  As part of this project the Kent HLC was 

revisited and a pilot HLC undertaken which built on the existing one but followed the 

methodology of Sussex. At the same time a historic seascape characterisation was also 

undertaken.3 The revised HLC revealed that the enclosure landscape was much older in 

character than the original Kent HLC (renamed Phase 1) HLC recorded. Namely many of the 

óprairie fieldô typology of the C20 were either much older field amalgamation or were 

remnants of medieval field systems. 

 

Current Government policy is placing increasing pressure on rural areas including AONBs 

for new development with significant housing schemes being proposed in many of the larger 

villages and small towns across the county. The High Weald AONB is currently gathering 

evidence in order to assist planning authorities in dealing with such proposals by providing 

information about how the present landscape has arrived at its present character. In order to 

aid policy development for such sites, the use of the HLC is becoming increasing useful and 

in order for the Kent and Sussex HLCs to be understood together, a pilot project involving 

the revision of the Phase 1 Kent HLC for three key parishes Cranbrook, Hawkhurst and 

Goudhurst was trialled. This report and the accompanying digital data present the results of 

the pilot revision of the Phase 1 Kent HLC for these three parishes in the High Weald of 

Kent. 

 

                                                             
1
 Croft, A, Munby, J. & Ridley, M. 2001. Kent Historic Landscape Characterisation 3 vols. Kent County Council, English 

Heritage, Oxford Archaeology Unit. 
2
 Bannister, N.R. 2010. Sussex Historic Landscape Characterisation. 5 vols. East and West Sussex County Councils, English 

Heritage 
3
 Bannister, N.R. 2011. The Hoo Peninsula Kent Historic Landscape Project Historic Landscape Characterisation and Historic 

Seascape Characterisation ; N.R. Bannister 2012. ibid. Stage 2 Integrative Analysis; Carpenter, E Newsome, S, Small, F and 

Hazell, Z. 2013 Hoo Peninsula Historic Landscape Project. English Heritage. 
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2. OBJECTIVES 

 * To undertake a revision of the Phase 1 Kent HLC for Cranbrook, Goudhurst, 

Hawkhurst and Benenden parishes using the same method as for the Hoo Peninsula HLC. ï 

GIS Project. 

 * To demonstrate with selected analyses the breadth and depth of the revision 

regarding the detail. - Maps 1-7. 

 * To provide a detailed typology gazetteer for the HLC ï Appendix II 

 * To write a scoping research statement on the types of enclosures to be found 

in the High Weald of Kent. ï Appendix III. This last piece has been used as athe basis for 

the Historic England Project Design for the High Weald AONBôs ñField systems in the High 

Wealdò 2015-2016 Project [HE 7056]. 

 

3. METHOD 

 The same approach and method that was used for the Hoo Peninsula HLC was also 

used for High Weald (Cranbrook, Goudhurst, Hawkhurst and Benenden HLC). The Coastal 

types used in Hoo where for obvious reasons omitted for this part of the High Weald. The 

GIS project was built in the same way with the attribute table having the same attribute fields 

as Hoo. This means that in the future the two HLCs can be combined as one layer 

representing a pilot updated version of the Kent HLC. This will also make it easier for 

presentation on the Kent HER. 

 

Table 1.  Structure of HLC Attribute Table 
 
Name of Attribute Field Description 

FID ArcGIS identifier 

Shape Polygon 

Id HLC Unique polygon identification number 

P1khlc_BT Phase 1 Kent HLC Broad Type 

P1khlc_no Phase 1 Kent HLC typology number 

P1khlc_Txt Phase 1 Kent HLC Sub Type text 

HBd_Type HLC Broad Type text 

H_Type HLC Sub type text 

Period Period of origin of polygon  

Per_Conf Confidence of assigning Period 

Sou_Name Name of Source used to identify HLC Broad Type and Sub-type 

Sou_Dat Date of Source used to identify HLC Broad Type and Sub-type 

Mor_Patt Pattern of sub type i.e. fields etc. 

Mor_Size Size of sub type components i.e. fields 

Ex_Bou_Mor External boundary morphology 

In_Bou_mor Internal boundary morphology 

Boun_lost % Amount of boundaries lost over the 250 year period of the data sets 

Boun_Gain % Amount of boundaries gained over the 250 year period of the data sets 

Boun_type Type of boundaries i.e. dividing fields 

PN_Root Place-name root (either suffix or prefix) which provides clues to land use history 

PN_Date Date when place-name first recorded 

Status Status of sub type e.g. industry active or inactive 

Prev1_BT HLC Broad Type text ï Previous Landuse Change 1 

Prev1_Typ HLC Sub type text - Previous Landuse Change 1 

Prev1_Pd Period of origin of Prev 1 polygon 

Sou1_Name Name of Source used to identify HLC Broad Type and Sub-type in Prev 1 

Sou1_Date Date of Source used to identify HLC Broad Type and Sub-type in Prev 1 

Conf_1 Confidence of assigning Period 

Prev2_BT HLC Broad Type text - Previous Landuse Change 2 

Prev2_Typ HLC Sub type text ï Previous Landuse Change 2 

Prev2_Pd Period of origin of Prev 2 polygon 
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Sou2_Name Name of Source used to identify HLC Broad Type and Sub-type in Prev 2 

Sou2_Date Date of Source used to identify HLC Broad Type and Sub-type in Prev 2 

Conf_2 Confidence of assigning Period 

 

Table 1.  Structure of HLC Attribute Table continued 

 

Name of Attribute Field Description 

Prev3_BT HLC Broad Type text Previous Landuse Change 3 

Prev3_Typ HLC Sub type text Previous Landuse Change 3 

Prev3_Pd Period of origin of Prev 2 polygon 

Sou3_Name Name of Source used to identify HLC Broad Type and Sub-type in Prev 3 

Sou3_Date Date of Source used to identify HLC Broad Type and Sub-type in Prev 3 

Con3_1 Confidence of assigning Period 

Prev4_BT HLC Broad Type text Previous Landuse Change 4 

Prev4_Typ HLC Sub type text Previous Landuse Change 4 

Prev4_Pd Period of origin of Prev 4 polygon 

Sou4_Name Name of Source used to identify HLC Broad Type and Sub-type in Prev 4 

Sou4_Date Date of Source used to identify HLC Broad Type and Sub-type in Prev 4 

Conf_4 Confidence of assigning Period 

Notes Free text field for notes and any name for polygon 

Conf_Hhlc Confidence of assigning attributes 

Compiler Name of Project Officer 

 

3.1. Description of Attribute Fields 

 The following gives more detailed descriptions of the main attribute fields as listed in 

Table 1 above. 

 

a. P1KLC, Broad Type and Sub-type  

 The definitions and descriptions for the Kent HLC Phase 1 Broad types and types are 

given in Croft et al. (2001). In this HLC attributes for each polygon are embedded in the 

description of the types. See Map 1 page 19 for the Kent HLC Phase 1 Broad Types. 

 

b. HLC Broad Type and Type 

 See the Typology Gazetteer at the end of this report for the detailed descriptions and 

Map 2 page 20 for the Revised HLC Types. 

 

c. Period of origin of historic character type 

This is the period of origin the present day (Sub) HLC Type as informed by the attributes, 

historic sources and by the Digitiser.  The period attributes were also used for each of the 

Previous HLC (Prev1-Prev4). See Map 4 page 22.  

 

Table 2. The Archaeological and Historical Periods 

 

Description Date Combined 

Late 20th century AD1945 ï present Post 1900 

Early 20th century AD 1914 ï AD 1945 

Early Modern AD 1800 ï AD 1913 19th century 

Late Post-medieval AD 1700 ï AD 1799 Post-medieval 

Early Post-medieval AD 1540 ï AD 1699 

Medieval AD 1066 ï AD 1539 Medieval 

Early-medieval AD 410 ï AD 1065 

Roman  AD 43 ï AD 409  

Iron Age c. 700 bc ï AD42  



HIGH WEALD AONB 

KENT PARISHES 

KENT HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISATION: REVISION OF PHASE 1 (2000) 

11 
 

Bronze Age c. 2300 bc ï c. 700 bc  

Neolithic  c. 4500 bc ï c. 2300 bc  

Mesolithic  c. 8000 bc ï c. 4500 bc  

 

d. Confidence of assigning period  

This attribute describes how confident the Digitiser is of assigning the period origin to this 

present HLC layer of the polygon. 

 

Table 3.  Confidence 

 

Form Description 

Certain Definite period date available 

Probable Informed decision based on sources 

Possible  Informed decisions based on sources and Digitiserôs knowledge 

Uncertain Assigned but not sure 

 

e. Sources 

These were the main historic sources used for the HLC which covered the Kent High Weald 

area, See Table 4. 

 

Table 4 List of Data Sources for the Kent High Weald HLC 

 
Name of Data Period 

Covered 
Source Format Role in HLC 

Primary Sources     

OS MasterMap Current  HW AONB & KCC Digital Primary mapping data for 
HLC for present 
landscape 

OS 1:25,000 (Explorer)* 2007 HW AONB & KCC Digital and 
Paper 

General overview and 
additional mapping 
information 1:25,000 

Aerial Photographs* 2008 HW AONB & KCC Digital Primary visual data for 
HLC for present 
landscape 

RAF Aerial Photographs 1940 Kent County Council .pdf of 
original 
images 

Not a full coverage 

OS Epoch 2 1890s HW AONB Digital Historic baseline Map OS 
25ò 2

nd
 Edition 

OS Epoch 1* 1880s (based 
on 1860-70 
survey) 

HW AONB Digital Historic baseline Map OS 
25ò 1

st
 Edition 

Kent Historic 
Environment Record 
(HER) 

All periods Kent County Council Digital Key information on relict 
historic features which 
contribute to landscape 
development/ character 

Ordnance Surveyorôs 
Draft Drawings for 1ò 1

st
 

Edition 

c. 1797 British Library web site Digital Key information about the 
pre-modern landscape 

Secondary Sources     

Geological and contour 
map 

current Kent HER Digital & 
paper 

Physical attributes 

OS 1ò 1
st
 Edition* 1801-1810 Kent History and Library 

Centre 
Paper Historic Base-line Map 

Andrews & Drury Map of 
Kent 1767 

1767 Kent History and Library 
Centre 

Paper Historic Base line Map 

Edward Hastedôs 
Historical and 
Topographical History of 

1797 Kent History and Library 
Centre 

Paper  
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Kent 

Selected Estate Maps C18 Kent History and Library 
Centre; HW AONB 

Paper  

 

 

Table 4 List of Data Sources for the Kent High Weald HLC continued. 

 

Name of Data Period 
Covered 

Source Format Role in HLC 

Ancient Woodland 
Inventory* 

All Periods HW AONB Digital and 
paper 

 

Parks & Gardens 
Register 

 English Heritage Digital Key information on relict 
historic features which 
contribute to landscape 
development/ character 

HLC 2000 Kent County Council Digital Base for developing HLC 

Wallenberg 1931-34 Library Paper Place-names of Kent 

 

f. Morphology of pattern of OS MasterMap polygons 

 This is the morphological pattern of the polygons, where the internal contents are 

sub-divided, mainly Enclosures, Woodland and some forms of settlement e.g. planned 

estates. 

 

Table 5. Pattern of Enclosures etc. 

 

Form Description 

Regular A regular, well-defined pattern 

Semi-regular A discernable pattern but with some irregularity within it 

Irregular No discernable pattern to the enclosures 

No pattern For those polygons which do not have an internal pattern or have lost it 
such as modern field amalgamation 

n/a Not applicable 

 

g. Morphology of size 

 Relative size of the pattern within each polygon, for those broad types where the 

internal contents are sub-divided, such as Enclosures, Woodland, and some form of 

settlement e.g. planned estates 

 

Table 6 Size of Enclosures 

 

Form Description for Enclosures & woodlands* 

Large Enclosures greater than 25 hectares 

Medium Enclosures between 4 to 35 hectares 

Small Enclosures less than 4 hectares 

n/a Not applicable 

* This size description is the one used for Buckinghamshire HLC 
 

Table 7 Size of Settlements 

 

Form Description for Settlement 

Large Large detached properties in a planned layout, with gardens 

Medium Semi-detached properties in a planned layout, with gardens 

Small Terraced housing, with small or no gardens 

n/a Not applicable 
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h. Internal / external boundary morphology 

 The character of the lines of internal and external boundaries which contribute to the 

pattern of Broad Types such as Enclosures, Woodland. 

  

Table 8. Boundary morphology  

 

Form Description 

Straight Straight with no bends, creating right angled junctions, e.g. planned or 
regular enclosures 

Curved Where the boundaries have a pronounced curve e.g. park pales 

Sinuous Winding, irregular line e.g. irregular enclosures 

Dog-leg Distinct right-angled bends within the lengths of boundaries, e.g. former 
strip fields, or modern field amalgamation 

n/a Not applicable 

 

i.  Boundary loss and gain since late C19 

 This attribute is used for Enclosures to assess how boundary numbers have altered 

since the Late C19. It is an informed óguesstimateô based on observation between OS Epoch 

2 and OS MasterMap.  Boundary Gain would be typical of creation of horse paddocks, 

whereas Boundary Loss is the main attribute to defining Modern field amalgamation. 

 

Table 9. Boundary change as an approximate % from 130 years ago 

 

Form Description 

0 - 25% Where none to 25% of internal boundaries have been lost or gained 

26% - 50% Where 26% to 50% of internal boundaries have been lost or gained 

51% - 75% Where 51% to 75% of internal boundaries have been lost or gained 

76% - 100% Where 76% to 100% of internal boundaries have been lost or gained 

n/a Not applicable 

There are two separate attribute fields, one for boundary loss and one for boundary gain, 

which use the same attribute form. 

 

j.  Boundary type 

 This attribute is for Enclosures. It describes the form or structure of the boundaries, 

as observed from the Aerial photos. See Map 5 page 23.  

 

Table 10. Boundary structure 

 

Form Description 

Wooded Hedges and 
shaws 

The boundaries comprise lines or belts of mature trees and shrubs, 
linear woodlands 

Hedgerows Managed lines of shrubs with or without trees 

Fences Fences of post and rail, wire etc. 

Grassy Balks No upright structure but just lines of rough grass between fields 

Ditches Man-made cut ditches, sometimes called ówet fencesô 

n/a Not applicable 
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k. PREV1-PREV4 

 These represent up to four changes in historic landscape character for any given 

polygon. They are not fixed points in time, but represent change events. Each óprevô gives 

the attributes of Broad Type and Type, its period of origin, the source where the change is 

recorded and its date. See Map 6 page 24 for a reconstruction of the Late medieval ï Early 

post-medieval historic character, created by layering in the GIS project the periods from 

each of the Prev layers with Prev 3 at the top and the present day HLC type at the bottom. 

 

l. GIS Method 

 The HLC was built by ócapturingô groups of similar Ordnance Survey MasterMap 

polygons, based on historic HLC attributes, merging them together to form a discrete HLC 

polygon.  Those HLC attributes of the polygon were assigned to the Attribute Table.  ArcGIS 

9.3 was used with Microsoft Office 2007 hosted on Windows 7 (which did throw up some 

initial issues with the running of the ArcGIS 9.3). 

 

4. RESULTS 

 The results of the digitising of the four parishes of Cranbrook, Goudhurst, Hawkhurst 

and Benenden to develop the detailed HLC are presented in digital format in the GIS project. 

Only a brief analysis of the data is presented. It has been split into its main period and type 

component attributes, but by applying the different style sheets it is possible to show the 

various attributes for the present day HLC, as well as the typology of the PREV layers. 

 

However initial observations reveal that the four parishes have a rather different historic 

character. Hawkhurst has a much more ancient landscape surviving into the present day, 

with greater concentration of medieval fields and woodlands. Cranbrook however shows a 

greater element of time-depth, where the historic character has changed over time. There is 

more evidence of enclosures of commons (Formal planned fields), of possible strip field 

farming (consolidated strip fields), with less assart fields. These fields tend to occur in the 

north of the parish where it abuts the Low Weald. The suggestion could be that Cranbrook 

was settled and farmed earlier than Hawkhurst, which possibly retained its system of dens 

and wood pasture later into the medieval period. At Cranbrook settled farms and their field 

enclosures may have been existence in the later prehistoric or Roman period. A greater 

degree of field re-organisation may also have taken place to improve farming efficiency. The 

village of Goudhurst sits on a commanding hilltop overlooking the High Weald to the south 

west and the Medway vale to the north east. The ridge way road running east to west drops 

down towards the vale of the River Bewl. The landscape to the south is dominated by 

ancient and replanted ancient woodland inter-mixed the assart fields and woody shaws. The 

designed landscape of Bedgebury Park lies to the north of Park Wood and Frith Wood. To 

the north of the village the landscape is more open and dominated by late 19 th and early 20th 

century orchards together with areas of modern field reorganisation. Settlement is scattered 

along winding narrow lanes. As with all of the parishes, the settlement pattern in Benenden 

comprises scattered medieval farmsteads across the parish (including ólostô farms in 

Hemstead Forest) with a linear village of medieval and later origins developed along the 

east-west ridge way route. Benenden retains its medieval character despite a considerable 

amount of boundary rationalisation and loss (mostly the result of abandonment of late 19th 

and early 20th orchards). However the postulated late medieval character is one of more 

regular field patterns suggesting either field re-organisation in the early post-medieval or a 
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much earlier óplannedô layout of fields. There is a Roman presence in the parish with the 

Roman Road and the remains of farmstead settlement in Hemstead Park. Goudhurst, like 

Cranbrook and Hawkhurst retains much of its medieval character. The postulated late 

medieval landscape character reveals a parish comprising of scattered settlement, ancient 

woodland intermixed with assart and regular shaped-fields. The medieval deer park of 

Glassenbury occupies a commanding position close to the ridge top road with its woodlands 

to the north.  

 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

 The HLC is a gate-way into developing further detailed research both in the archives 

and on the ground. One line of research is to relate the earliest date of place-names of 

settlement, with field types and date of farmsteads. Another would be to look at ownership 

holdings from the Tithe Map and overlay with the HLC to see if changes in field patterns 

relates to ownerships. The on-going revision of the Kent HLC in the High Weald has led to 

the ñHigh Weald and Historic England Project ñField systems in the High Wealdò which aims 

at producing a method statement for survey and recording together with a character 

statement for Field systems though a pilot method.  

See https://highwealdfieldscapes.wordpress.com/ 
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7. MAPS 

Location Map - Cranbrook 

 



HIGH WEALD AONB 

KENT PARISHES 

KENT HISTORIC LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISATION: REVISION OF PHASE 1 (2000) 

19 
 

Location Map ï Hawkhurst  

 


