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Call from Albie Wilkins ( ) at 15:16 on 25/06/26 

AW has picked up a letter from his land in Flimwell. 

Asking what has happened, I don’t understand? 

HS explains that an injunction was granted last year and the Council is seeking to extend its duration. 

AW: I have not done anything on the land. Just bought a bit of land, don't understand why there is an 
injunction, on what basis? 

HS advises that the evidence in support of the application can be accessed via the QR code on the letter and 
that AW should seek urgent legal advice. 

AW: I’m confused, not put in no planning application, just got a bit of land. What should I do? 

HS advises that we do not yet have a hearing date, but AW may want to submit evidence in response to the 
Council’s application to the Court, which may be interested in why he bought the land and what his 
intentions are. 

AW: I bought the land because it is a nice area and road, someone gave me the opportunity to buy it, so I did. 
My intentions with the land... I just have a bit of land, at the moment, I am not interested in putting in an 
application, it is a field to me, but I am like what the fuck... We should not all be tarred with the same brush. I 
don't get it. I have owned the property for nearly two years. I have no reason to put in any applications at all. 

HS again advises that AW should seek legal advice and that we cannot advise on what evidence to provide to 
the Court. 

AW states he will speak to his legal team and get back to HS. 

AW confirms his contact email address:  

HS to email AW reiterating need to seek urgent legal advice and if AW wishes to submit evidence that this 
should be filed/served asap. 
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From: 

To: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Attachments: 

Injunction Order at Kilndown 

26 June 2026 11:59:40 

imaae ona 

imaae ona 

Dear Mr Wilkins, 

Thank you for your call yesterday, confirming that you have received the Council's letter 

relating to the Injunction on your land at Kilndown. 

As we discussed, I would advise that you seek urgent legal advice in relation to the 

Council's application to extend/vary the Injunction Order. 

If you wish to submit evidence to the Court in response to the Council's application, this 

should be filed with the Court and served on the Council as soon as possible. Ideally, this 

evidence should be provided to us before 4pm on 30 June 2026, to enable us to meet a 

deadline contained in the current Order. 

I will copy you into correspondence that I send to the Court regarding the listing of the next 

hearing. 

If you have any questions, please do contact me and kindly confirm that you have received 

this email. 

Kind regards, 

Heather Stevens 
Team Leader {Contentious) 
Mid Kent Legal Services, Maidstone, Swale and Tunbridge Wells Borough Councils 
t 01622 602126 

Accred!ted 
LEXCEL 

PRACTICE MANAGEMENT 

STAt..0Aft0 

.. .  J..I The low 
� Society 

The contents of this email, together with any attachments, may be confidential 
or subject to legal professional privilege. It should not be shared with anyone 
without first consulting Mid Kent Legal Services. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please do not forward this email or the attachments to 
anybody. Please notify the sender and delete all copies of this email from your 
system. 

Ref: T021871 / 1868060 



Goudhurst Parish Council 
Chairman of the Council   Clerk to the Council 
Cllr Phil Kirkby Kat Hoyle 
Phil.kirkby@goudhurst-pc.gov.uk 3 Fountain House 

High Street  
Goudhurst TN17 1AL 
Telephone: 01580 212552  
clerk@goudhurst-pc.gov.uk       
http://goudhurst-pc.gov.uk 

For the attention of Andrew Culley 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Planning Department 
Mount Pleasant Rd  
Tunbridge Wells  
TN1 1RS  

Kilndown, Kent –  
Summary of Landscape, Environmental and Planning Significance 

Dear Mr Culley, 

On behalf of Goudhurst Parish Council, please find below a short note outlining the 
landscape, environmental and historic significance of Kilndown. We would be grateful if this 
could be included within the court bundle for the forthcoming hearing, as it provides 
relevant context regarding the village and the sensitivity of its setting 

Kilndown is one of Kent’s smallest rural settlements, with an estimated population of 250–
350 residents living in approximately 120–140 households. It forms part of the civil parish 
of Goudhurst but retains its own distinct identity as a dispersed woodland village centred 
on Christ Church, the Village Green and surrounding lanes. 

Despite its modest size, Kilndown occupies one of the most environmentally significant 
locations in Kent. The village lies wholly within the High Weald National Landscape, one of 
England’s most important protected landscapes, recognised nationally for its exceptional 
natural beauty, extensive ancient woodland, medieval field patterns, historic routeways 
and remarkable sense of tranquillity. 

An Exceptional Environmental Setting 

Kilndown is surrounded by one of the largest interconnected woodland landscapes in 
South East England. Within only a few kilometres are: 

• Bedgebury National Pinetum and Forest, internationally recognised for its globally
important conifer collection.

• Bedgebury Forest SSSI.
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• Combwell Wood SSSI, designated for its ancient woodland, rare bryophytes and 
woodland ecology. 

• Scotney Castle SSSI and the surrounding National Trust estate. 
• Bewl Water SSSI. 
• Extensive areas of Ancient Woodland Inventory and priority woodland habitat. 

This concentration of nationally designated sites provides exceptional habitat connectivity 
for woodland birds, mammals, bats, fungi, invertebrates and rare plants, making the area 
one of the most biodiverse woodland landscapes in Kent. 

Landscape Importance 

The High Weald is widely regarded as one of the best-preserved medieval landscapes in 
Europe. Around Kilndown the landscape retains its historic character through ancient 
woodland, sandstone ridges, deeply incised ghyll valleys, traditional hedgerows, scattered 
farmsteads, historic routeways and small irregular fields that have changed little over 
several centuries. 

The village benefits from exceptionally dark skies, low levels of noise and a strong sense of 
remoteness, qualities that contribute significantly to its landscape value and recreational 
appeal. 

Population and Settlement Character 

Kilndown remains a very small, low-density settlement. Unlike larger villages, it has only 
limited local facilities and relies upon nearby Goudhurst, Hawkhurst, Cranbrook and Royal 
Tunbridge Wells for many everyday services. 

Its relatively small population, limited development footprint and surrounding woodland 
reinforce its quiet rural character and contribute to its high environmental quality. 

Planning Context 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council has consistently identified Kilndown as one of the least 
sustainable settlements in the Borough for accommodating additional development. 

This assessment is based on: 

• a very small resident population; 
• limited local services and employment; 
• the absence of a primary school and convenience shopping; 
• very limited public transport (one bus a day); 
• reliance on private vehicles for most journeys; and 
• significant environmental and landscape constraints arising from its location within 

the High Weald National Landscape and adjacent nationally designated wildlife 
sites. 

Importantly, the term “unsustainable” in planning policy refers to the settlement’s limited 
capacity to accommodate substantial new development. It does not reflect the 



environmental quality of the village. On the contrary, Kilndown is recognised as being of 
exceptionally high landscape and ecological value. 

“A series of small pastures within a relatively flat landscape in which short-range views 
are framed by surrounding tree cover and where the absence of significant built form is a 
defining characteristic” 

NPI Mark Harbottle BSc MRTPI an Inspector appointed by Secretary of State 7th October 2025 

Conclusion 

Kilndown’s significance lies not in its capacity for growth, but in the quality of its landscape, 
biodiversity and historic environment. It represents one of Kent’s most environmentally 
valuable rural settlements, where nationally protected landscapes, ancient woodland and 
important wildlife habitats combine to create an outstanding setting for conservation, 
environmental education, scientific study and carefully managed community use. 

Its unique combination of natural beauty, ecological importance and historic character 
makes Kilndown an exceptional location for projects focused on environmental 
stewardship, outdoor learning, heritage conservation and sustainable land management. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Philip Kirkby 
Chairman to Goudhurst Parish Council 
Goudhurst Parish Council  
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