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Importance: High

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do
not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and know the content is safe.

Dear Sirs,

We are acting for Mr John Foster, the owner of the Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue, who has
been informed that his land, known as Camp Field has been included in the Neighbourhood
Development, as a local green space. This is included in Policy SHB10 - Local Green
Space and is Site LGS27 — Camp Field.

We were informed of this matter back on 9th December, 2024 when our Client received a
letter from Nick Woollett the Chair of the Southborough & High Brooms Development Plan
Steering Group that his land has been included as a local green space. We pointed out the
wrong phone number had been included which was for a Council in Watford

We forwarded to Mr Woollett the attached email on the 20th December, 2024 with our
comments. As we received no response from Nick Woollett we send the email to Cllr
Stewart on 16th January, 2025. No response was received again and therefore we hand
delivered our comments on this matter to the Town Council’s Offices in Southborough on
the 22nd January, 2025 and to date have still received no acknowledgment.

We therefore would ask you to accept this letter and attachments as our objection to our
Clients land being included within Policy SHB10 as a local green space.

If the appointed Examiner determines that a hearing is necessary we would wish to attend
and would like to be notified of the Council’s decision regarding the outcome of the
Southborough & High Brooms Neighbourhood Plan.

Please confirm safe receipt of this submission.

Yours faithfully,



Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue

		From

		Sue Kibblewhite

		To

		SHBNDP@gmail.com

		Recipients

		SHBNDP@gmail.com







For the attention of Nick Woollett












Dear Mr Woollett,












We are acting for Mr Foster, regarding your letter of 9th December, 2024 where you have included within your pre-submission version of Southborough and High Brooms Neighbourhood Development Plan the above land as a local green space.  












We take the view that this site is neither appropriate or desirable to be included as a designated local green space due to the following:












1.    The National Planning Policy Framework (December 2024) Chapter 8 - Promoting Healthy and Safe Communities sets out in Paragraph 07( c) the local green space designations should only be used where the green space is local in character and is not an extension

 tract of land.  This area of land is approximately 20 acres and therefore is extensive and considerably larger than other areas you have identified as suitable local green spaces.




2.    This land is used for Agriculture and has been subject of subsides and therefore will be kept in an Agricultural use.




3.    At the moment the land is being used for grazing.  With crop rotation, this area must be used again for Arable use, i.e. the growing of wheat, barley etc for example where of course this would be totally unsuitable for informal recreational use including

 walking.  There is a public footpath at the edge of the field but there is no public access on the land itself.












In view of the above, we hope that you will now agree to delete this site as a local green space from your pre-submission consultation.












Finally, we would welcome the opportunity of discussing this land with you further as there are alternative uses we feel can be explored further.  












We look forward to hearing from you.




                 




Kind regards,












Alan Madgwick





































Fw: Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue

		From

		Sue Kibblewhite

		To

		SHBNDP@gmail.com

		Recipients

		SHBNDP@gmail.com







Dear Mr Wollett,












Further to my email below please could you confirm safe receipt and advise when we might hear from you regarding possible alternative uses.












I look forward to hearing from you as a matter of urgency as I am aware there is a time limit on this matter.












Yours,












Alan Madgwick 












 
















From: Sue Kibblewhite on behalf of Alan Madgwick <alan@madgwickanddottridge.co.uk>


Sent: 20 December 2024 17:47


To: SHBNDP@gmail.com <SHBNDP@gmail.com>


Subject: Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue

 







For the attention of Nick Woollett












Dear Mr Woollett,












We are acting for Mr Foster, regarding your letter of 9th December, 2024 where you have included within your pre-submission version of Southborough and High Brooms Neighbourhood Development Plan the above land as a local green space.  












We take the view that this site is neither appropriate or desirable to be included as a designated local green space due to the following:












1.    The National Planning Policy Framework (December 2024) Chapter 8 - Promoting Healthy and Safe Communities sets out in Paragraph 07( c) the local green space designations should only be used where the green space is local in character and is not an extension

 tract of land.  This area of land is approximately 20 acres and therefore is extensive and considerably larger than other areas you have identified as suitable local green spaces.




2.    This land is used for Agriculture and has been subject of subsides and therefore will be kept in an Agricultural use.




3.    At the moment the land is being used for grazing.  With crop rotation, this area must be used again for Arable use, i.e. the growing of wheat, barley etc for example where of course this would be totally unsuitable for informal recreational use including

 walking.  There is a public footpath at the edge of the field but there is no public access on the land itself.












In view of the above, we hope that you will now agree to delete this site as a local green space from your pre-submission consultation.












Finally, we would welcome the opportunity of discussing this land with you further as there are alternative uses we feel can be explored further.  












We look forward to hearing from you.




                 




Kind regards,






















Alan












Alan Madgwick  




Madgwick & Dottridge, 




The Farm Office,  




Barden Dell Farm, 




Barden Road, Bidborough, 




Tunbridge Wells, Kent 




TN3 0LJ 




 




Tel. 01892 510111
























Southborough and High Brooms Neighbourhood Development Plan

		From

		Sue Kibblewhite

		To

		richardstewart@onmail.com

		Recipients

		richardstewart@onmail.com





Dear Cllr Stewart,











I have been given your details by the Town Clerk at the Council as a contact regarding the above.  I am acting for Mr J Foster who has received a letter from Nick Woollett, the Chair of the Southborough & High Brooms Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, regarding

 including some of his land as a local green space (copy attached).  












We have responded to this letter via email and sent 2 further follow-up emails but they have not been read by Nick Wollett.  Also we have noticed in the letter that the telephone number for the Town Clerk is incorrect, the number on the letter is for a Council

 in Hertfordshire.  Would you be kind enough to telephone so that I can discuss these matters with you as we are keen to ensure that our Clients comments regarding the inclusion of their land within the Plan is taken into consideration.












I look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible.




 




Yours,












Alan Madgwick












Alan Madgwick  




Madgwick & Dottridge,




The Farm Office,  




Barden Dell Farm,




Barden Road, Bidborough,




Tunbridge Wells, Kent




TN3 0LJ




 




Tel. 01892 510111




















FW: Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue.msg

FW: Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue


			From


			Alan Madgwick


			To


			Sue Kibblewhite


			Recipients


			sue@madgwickanddottridge.co.uk





 



 



Sent from Mail for Windows



 



  ________________________________  



From: Alan Madgwick <alan@madgwickanddottridge.co.uk>
Sent: Wednesday, January 8, 2025 6:02:09 PM
To: shbndp@gmail.com <shbndp@gmail.com>
Subject: FW: Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue 



 



 



 



From: Sue Kibblewhite on behalf of Alan Madgwick <alan@madgwickanddottridge.co.uk>
Sent: 08 January 2025 16:41
To: SHBNDP@gmail.com <SHBNDP@gmail.com>
Subject: Fw: Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue 



 



Dear Mr Wollett,



 



Further to my email below please could you confirm safe receipt and advise when we might hear from you regarding possible alternative uses.



 



I look forward to hearing from you as a matter of urgency as I am aware there is a time limit on this matter.



 



Yours,



 



Alan Madgwick 



 



 



 



 



From: Sue Kibblewhite on behalf of Alan Madgwick <alan@madgwickanddottridge.co.uk>
Sent: 20 December 2024 17:47
To: SHBNDP@gmail.com <SHBNDP@gmail.com>
Subject: Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue 



 



For the attention of Nick Woollett



 



Dear Mr Woollett,



 



We are acting for Mr Foster, regarding your letter of 9th December, 2024 where you have included within your pre-submission version of Southborough and High Brooms Neighbourhood Development Plan the above land as a local green space.  



 



We take the view that this site is neither appropriate or desirable to be included as a designated local green space due to the following:



 



1.    The National Planning Policy Framework (December 2024) Chapter 8 - Promoting Healthy and Safe Communities sets out in Paragraph 07( c) the local green space designations should only be used where the green space is local in character and is not an extension tract of land.  This area of land is approximately 20 acres and therefore is extensive and considerably larger than other areas you have identified as suitable local green spaces.



2.    This land is used for Agriculture and has been subject of subsides and therefore will be kept in an Agricultural use.



3.    At the moment the land is being used for grazing.  With crop rotation, this area must be used again for Arable use, i.e. the growing of wheat, barley etc for example where of course this would be totally unsuitable for informal recreational use including walking.  There is a public footpath at the edge of the field but there is no public access on the land itself.



 



In view of the above, we hope that you will now agree to delete this site as a local green space from your pre-submission consultation.



 



Finally, we would welcome the opportunity of discussing this land with you further as there are alternative uses we feel can be explored further.  



 



We look forward to hearing from you.



                 



Kind regards,



 



 



Alan



 



Alan Madgwick  



Madgwick & Dottridge, 



The Farm Office,  



Barden Dell Farm, 



Barden Road, Bidborough, 



Tunbridge Wells, Kent 



TN3 0LJ 



 



Tel. 01892 510111
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Fw: Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue.msg

Fw: Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue


			From


			Sue Kibblewhite


			To


			SHBNDP@gmail.com


			Recipients


			SHBNDP@gmail.com





Dear Mr Wollett,








Further to my email below please could you confirm safe receipt and advise when we might hear from you regarding possible alternative uses.








I look forward to hearing from you as a matter of urgency as I am aware there is a time limit on this matter.








Yours,








Alan Madgwick 








 












  ________________________________  



From: Sue Kibblewhite on behalf of Alan Madgwick <alan@madgwickanddottridge.co.uk>
Sent: 20 December 2024 17:47
To: SHBNDP@gmail.com <SHBNDP@gmail.com>
Subject: Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue 



 



For the attention of Nick Woollett








Dear Mr Woollett,








We are acting for Mr Foster, regarding your letter of 9th December, 2024 where you have included within your pre-submission version of Southborough and High Brooms Neighbourhood Development Plan the above land as a local green space.  








We take the view that this site is neither appropriate or desirable to be included as a designated local green space due to the following:








1.    The National Planning Policy Framework (December 2024) Chapter 8 - Promoting Healthy and Safe Communities sets out in Paragraph 07( c) the local green space designations should only be used where the green space is local in character and is not an extension tract of land.  This area of land is approximately 20 acres and therefore is extensive and considerably larger than other areas you have identified as suitable local green spaces.



2.    This land is used for Agriculture and has been subject of subsides and therefore will be kept in an Agricultural use.



3.    At the moment the land is being used for grazing.  With crop rotation, this area must be used again for Arable use, i.e. the growing of wheat, barley etc for example where of course this would be totally unsuitable for informal recreational use including walking.  There is a public footpath at the edge of the field but there is no public access on the land itself.








In view of the above, we hope that you will now agree to delete this site as a local green space from your pre-submission consultation.








Finally, we would welcome the opportunity of discussing this land with you further as there are alternative uses we feel can be explored further.  








We look forward to hearing from you.



                 



Kind regards,













Alan








Alan Madgwick  



Madgwick & Dottridge, 



The Farm Office,  



Barden Dell Farm, 



Barden Road, Bidborough, 



Tunbridge Wells, Kent 



TN3 0LJ 



 



Tel. 01892 510111
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Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue


			From


			Sue Kibblewhite


			To


			SHBNDP@gmail.com


			Recipients


			SHBNDP@gmail.com





For the attention of Nick Woollett








Dear Mr Woollett,








We are acting for Mr Foster, regarding your letter of 9th December, 2024 where you have included within your pre-submission version of Southborough and High Brooms Neighbourhood Development Plan the above land as a local green space.  








We take the view that this site is neither appropriate or desirable to be included as a designated local green space due to the following:








1.    The National Planning Policy Framework (December 2024) Chapter 8 - Promoting Healthy and Safe Communities sets out in Paragraph 07( c) the local green space designations should only be used where the green space is local in character and is not an extension tract of land.  This area of land is approximately 20 acres and therefore is extensive and considerably larger than other areas you have identified as suitable local green spaces.



2.    This land is used for Agriculture and has been subject of subsides and therefore will be kept in an Agricultural use.



3.    At the moment the land is being used for grazing.  With crop rotation, this area must be used again for Arable use, i.e. the growing of wheat, barley etc for example where of course this would be totally unsuitable for informal recreational use including walking.  There is a public footpath at the edge of the field but there is no public access on the land itself.








In view of the above, we hope that you will now agree to delete this site as a local green space from your pre-submission consultation.








Finally, we would welcome the opportunity of discussing this land with you further as there are alternative uses we feel can be explored further.  








We look forward to hearing from you.



                 



Kind regards,








Alan Madgwick































LGS27: Camp Field

Address and Camp Field, Junction of Birchwood Avenue and Dower House Crescent. Public
location Footpath WS7 runs along northern edge.

Ownership Privately owned (John Foster)

details

Description and
purpose / current
use

Open, grassed field. Located in the High Weald National Landscape and Green
Belt. Individual mature trees along northern edge separating field from public
footpath. Mature trees and high hedging screen field from private
houses/gardens that back onto public footpath. Bordered by Doctor’s Field
(LGS29) on eastern edge and by woodland and fields on western eastern and

southern and eastern edges. Currently used for informal recreation including
dog walking by both Southborough and Bidborough residents.

Any designations

High Weald National Landscape, Green Belt. Adjacent to Ancient Woodland
and Local Wildlife Sites.

Site allocations in | No
Local Plan
Planning No

permissions?

Access &
proximity
including how
close to the
community it
serves

Multiple access points from public footpath from Birchwood Avenue towards
Bidborough Village.

Adjacent to North Southborough 20™ century housing development on what
was part of Great Bounds Estate, walking distance from Southborough
Conservation Area and (via public footpath network) from Bidborough
Village.

Demonstrably
Special?

Recreation: Used extensively by residents of both Southborough and
Bidborough Parishes for recreational walking and for exercising dogs. With
excellent sightlines across the whole field, dogs can safely be allowed to run
either on a long lead, or off-lead if suitably trained.

Wildlife: Wildlife corridor between areas of Ancient Woodland and Local
Wildlife Sites. In close proximity to Wildflower Meadow. Dark Skies despite
nearby housing. Identified in recent draft Kent and Medway Local Nature
Strategy as within an area that could become of importance to biodiversity.

Tranquillity: Quiet location with only very limited local road traffic. Doctors
Meadow (LGS29 in this document) on eastern border is actively managed as a
haven for wildlife and peaceful and tranquil area for Southborough residents.

Beauty: Strong rural aspect despite close proximity of 20*" century housing
developments. As an open space located on a natural high point, allows
appreciation of High Weald topography and long range views.

Historic: Part of Great Bounds Estate established in early medieval period.
Likely to be medieval assart fields with 20%" century agglomeration, it was
described as “valuable pastureland” when the Estate put up for sale in 1933.
Sits within a typical High Weald medieval landscape. Public footpath follows
an historic routeway that is part of the network of ancient droveways, with a
Livestock Pen marked on Ordnance Survey Maps in Camp Field.

Local rumour has it that King Harold’s army camped here on journey to the
Battle of Hastings.

Local in
character?

Yes






Southborough and High Brooms Neighbourhood Development Plan
Submission Version

Photo

Location map

LGS28: Doctor’s Meadow

Address and It is located along the western edge of the Common, opposite the slope on
location which the large beech trees grow, the other side of the stream.
Ownership Southborough Society.

details

Left to wild, with woodland with typical woodland plants such as bluebells

D iption and
escription an and bramble.

purpose / current
use

Any designations | Local Wildlife Site (Southborough Common); National Landscape, Green Belt,
adjacent to ancient woodland (Whortleberry Wood)

Site allocations in | No
Local Plan

152












		Madgwick & Dottridge 

		   The Farm Office,  Barden Dell Farm,

   Barden Road,  Bidborough,

   Royal Tunbridge Wells

   Kent    TN3 0LJ



		Architectural and Planning Consultants

Building Surveyors

		

		Tel:

		(01892) 510111



		Email:

		alan@madgwickanddottridge.co.uk













SHBNDP Steering Committee 

c/o Southborough Town Council, 

Southborough Civic Centre Council Offices, 

137 London Road,  

Southborough,

Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 0NA

Delivered by Hand 22.1.25

22nd January, 2025

AM/SK



Dear Sirs,



Re:	Camp Field, Birchwood Avenue – Southborough & High Brooms Neighbourhood Plan



We have sent over 3 emails to Nick Woollett the Chair of the Steering Committee (attached) regarding the inclusion of the above site in the Southborough & High Brooms Neighbourhood Plan and to date have received no reply to our request to speak to someone about this or acknowledgement that the emails have indeed been read.  



We contacted Cllr Richard Stewart  as suggested by the Town Clerk as we had not heard from Mr Woollett for his assistance, in addition asked that it be noted that the covering letter sent to our Clients on behalf of SHBNDP is showing a telephone number which is linked to a Council in Hertfordshire which is obviously incorrect.     



We look forward to hearing from someone on this as a matter of urgency before the Consultation period ends on 31st January, 2025.



Yours faithfully,















A. MADGWICK MCIAT., C. Build E M MCABE

MADGWICK & DOTTRIDGE

[bookmark: _GoBack]

Enc.	
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		Director: A. Madgwick, MCIAT., MCABE

Vernon Place Technical Design (Tunbridge Wells) Ltd trading as Madgwick & Dottridge

Registered in England No. 1657705

Registered Office: The Farm Office, Barden Dell Farm, Barden Road, Bidborough, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 0LJ  

Member of Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologies

Member of Chartered Association of Building Engineers  
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Alan Madgwick
Madgwick & Dottridge,
The Farm Office,

Barden Dell Farm,

Barden Road, Bidborough,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent
TN3 0L

rel.





