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Preface 

LUC was com m issioned in August  2016 to update the Tunbridge Borough Landscape Character 
Assessm ent  (2011) .  The previous character assessm ent  was published in 2002 and given a ‘light  
touch’ update in 2011 in order to ensure its consistency since changes in guidance and policy.  
The 2011 review updated policy and contextual inform at ion but  the landscape assessm ent  and 
object ives sect ions rem ained unchanged.   

This 2016 revision of the Landscape Character Assessm ent  is based on desk study of new 
evidence, consultat ion and field survey.  I t  includes the following changes and addit ions:  

• Updates the content  of the docum ent  to reflect  changes in the area since 2002;  

• Updates the content  of the docum ent  with inform at ion from recent ly produced studies;  

• Reviews the character area boundaries to ensure that  boundaries rem ain appropriate in the light  
of landscape change and follow defined features on the ground;  

• Updates the sect ion on policy to reflect  the changes brought  about  by the int roduct ion of the 
Nat ional Planning Policy Fram ework (NPPF) ;  

• Updates the content  and st ructure to reflect  Natural England’s 2014 ‘Approach to Landscape 
Character Assessm ent ’;  

• I ncludes an addit ional box in each character descript ion on ‘Valued Features and Qualit ies’ which 
takes account  of public percept ions and at t itudes to the landscape.  This sect ion also incorporates 
inform at ion from  the previous Special Landscape Area (SLA)  descript ions and relevant  
inform at ion from  the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)  to ensure that  the 
value of the landscape and its role in set t ing of the AONB is reflected in each character area 
descript ions;  

• I s inform ed by public and stakeholder consultat ion via workshops and social media app;    

• I ncludes an addit ional box on ‘Landscape St rategy’ for each character descript ion;  and 

• Updates all m aps and photographs.
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1  Borough Landscape Character  Overview  

1.1 The dist inct ive landscape character of the borough arises from  the varying com binat ion of natural 
and cultural elem ents, part icularly topography, geology, land use, set t lem ent  and built  character.   

Topography and Geology 

1.2 Topographically, the borough varies from  the flat  clay vale of the Low Weald in the north to the 
rolling plateaux uplands of the High Weald in the south (see Figure 4 ) .  Geologically, it  is 
predom inant ly underlain by hard sandstone st rata:  the Tunbridge Wells Sand Form at ion, and 
Wadhurst  Clay ( illust rated in Figure  5 ) . Part  of the area was lifted and elevated above the 
surrounding land over sixty five m illion years ago to form  the High Weald, which reaches 
elevat ions of over 160 m et res alt itude over datum  (AOD) . I n cont rast  in the north, the Low Weald 
falls to below 20 m et res AOD. Here the st rata predom inant ly com prise soft  Weald Clay with 
occasional lim estone sequences. 

1.3 The geology of the area has been further influenced by a period of fault ing that  has disrupted the 
st raight forward sequencing of the st rata and resulted in exposures of softer beds at  elevat ions 
above the hard sandstone st rata. 

1.4 Watercourses drain the upland areas and cut  into the rock sequences, often revealing belts of 
Wadhurst  Clay below the sandstone. There is a st rong drainage hierarchy varying from  sm all 
st ream s to m oderate sized r ivers, such as the Teise. 

1.5 Collect ively these influences have resulted in a smooth, rolling upland plateaux landscape with 
r idgelines, st rongly incised by deep ghyll valleys that  cut  through the landscape and, ult imately, 
open out  to wide valley lowlands with broad, flat  floodplains. 

Land Use and Historical I nfluences1 

1.6 Superim posed upon, and relat ing to, these topographical and geological differences, a dist inct  
pat tern of land use has arisen which relates to the at t r ibutes of the land and the way these have 
been exploited histor ically.  An understanding of the past  history of the landscape is useful in 
providing a context  for its present  day appearance.  The Historic Landscape Character in the 
context  of the key historic periods is illust rated in Figure 8  which uses the HLC data for 
Tunbridge Wells borough;  and key histor ic features across the borough are illust rated in Figure 
9 . 

Woodland 

1.7 Woodland across the borough is illust rated in Figure 6 .   Following the last  I ce Age a dense forest  
covered m uch of the Weald, term ed Anderida silva by the Rom ans;  and later Andredsweald,  
shortened to Weald in Saxon charters.  Agricultural developm ent  and set t lem ent  was slow 
because of the dense woodland cover and the difficulty in working the soils ( the clay soils form ing 
from  the Wadhurst  and Weald Clay st rata are heavy and st icky whereas the sandstone st rata 
create poor, acidic soils) .  Consequent ly the borough, and the High Weald in general, has 
rem ained wooded, and by Dom esday (1086)  the High Weald was the m ost  densely wooded part  
of the count ry.   

1.8 The woodland has been a valued and m anaged resource from  at  least  the I ron Age, serving the 
iron indust ry, seasonal pannage and lesser rural indust r ies.  The indust r ial and t ranshum ant  

                                               
1 Much of this inform at ion has been based on the High Weald AONB Management  Plan (The High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty Management  Plan 2014-2019 Published by the High Weald Joint  Advisory Commit tee, March 2014) . 
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econom y and society played a pivotal role in defining the nature and extent  of the woodland.  
More part icular ly, the nature of sm all landholdings and the deeply incised and r idged landform , 
created woodland characterised by sm all-scale woods (often sinuous or linear)  concent rated in 
dam p ghylls.  Although sweet  chestnut  appears to have expanded later, the dom inance of oak, 
with hornbeam , ash and other understorey t ree species was established through ironworking and 
pannage.  The alternat ive dem ands on woodland after the t ranshum ant  econom y disappeared 
( including with coppice m anagem ent , const ruct ion t im ber, t im ber for ships, chestnut  coppice for 
hop poles and to fuel other rural industr ies including the iron and cloth indust ry) , ensured a 
sim ilar pat tern, size and quant ity of woodlands remaining into the 14 th century and into the 20 th 
century. 

1.9 There rem ains extensive woodland cover across the borough am ount ing to 6,246 ha or 18.85%  of 
land use. Of this 5,391 ha or 16.27%  of the borough is ancient  woodland and whilst  this includes 
large blocks such a Bedgebury Forest  and Marshley Harbour Wood there are m ore than 200 
woodland blocks of ancient  woodland that  are less than 0.5ha. Managem ent  of woodland as 
coppice has been pract iced since Rom an t im es and st ill cont inues in m any areas today although 
poor econom ic viability of coppicing has led to m any areas being neglected in m odern t im es or 
replaced with coniferous plantat ions2.  

Ghyll w oodland 3  

A ghyll (or gill)  woodland is generally understood as a steep‐sided valley or ravine with a 
part icularly hum id and relat ively stable m icroclim ate result ing from  the com binat ion of long 
cont inuity of shade and near constant  m oisture. Such woods character ist ically support  ancient  
sem i‐ natural woodland vegetat ion often with high biodiversity value.  I n the High Weald, ghylls 
m ay also refer to other st ream s which m ay be less wooded and m ore shallow, although they 
generally t raverse areas of relat ively high, heathy ‘forest ’ land. 

 

Medieval Land Use:  Transhum ance 

1.10 The m edieval pract ice of t ranshum ance:  the seasonal m ovem ent  of people and anim als between 
the set t lem ents on the borders of the Weald and its inter ior, was one of the key elem ents which 
t ransform ed the Weald into the set t led landscape we see today.  Early Jut ish set t lers from  
northern Kent  created a series of drove routes to m ove livestock across the North Downs and into 
the forest  of the Weald, to take advantage of the autum n forest  grazing or ‘pannage’.  

1.11 Early set t lem ent  in the area is indicated by place nam es like –den or –fold m eaning woodland 
pastures;  dist inct ive curved boundaries aligned in a sim ilar direct ion to roads and t rack;  and the 
relat ionship between m anors and their Wealden out liers suggest ing the creat ion of dens part ly 
through t ranshum ance.   

Tra nshum ance: dens and droves in the ear ly m edieval pe r iod 4  

Transhum ance:  the seasonal m ovem ent  of people and anim als for sum m er and winter feeding.  
Men cam e from  the North Downs and the North Kent  Plain into the High Weald in the late 
sum m er.  I t  is the key to the history of m ost  of the High Weald and its legacy dom inates the 
landscape. 

Pannage:  the pract ice of feeding pigs on acorns and fallen nuts in a forest .  Pigs (as well as cat t le 
and sheep)  were brought  to the High Weald to feed on acorns and m ast  during a short  season in 
the autum n.  Pannage from  possibly as early as the prehistor ic period to the Middle Ages helped 
ensure the survival of woodland in the Weald while other areas were cleared of t rees. 

Den:  a woodland pasture, used for pannage.  Originally they were seasonal;  but  m en returned to 
the sam e wood-pastures and dens becam e perm anent  set t lem ents.  Dens were isolated, giving 
the High Weald its character ist ic dispersed set t lement  pat tern. Dens can be at t r ibuted to the 

                                               
2 A revision of the Ancient  woodland I nventory for Tunbridge Wells Borough (October 2007) . 
3 Based on informat ion in A revision of the Ancient  woodland I nventory for Tunbridge Wells Borough (October 2007) . 
4 Based on informat ion in Sect ion 3 of The Making of the High Weald, Roland B. Harris (2004) . 
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bet ter soils in the High Weald. 

Droves:  the lanes used for t ranshum ance, connect ing the parent  set t lem ents to the dens.  They 
survive in a sub-parallel pat tern of roads and t racks today. 

 

I ron indust ry 

1.12 Product ion of iron was well developed in the I ron Age and at t racted the at tent ion of the Rom ans 
but  it  was not  unt il relat ively late in Rom an t im es, when t rees were cleared to sm elt  the iron 
deposits of the Wadhurst  clay, that  the area really started to be opened up.  I ron working 
cont inued on a sm all and sporadic basis up unt il the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries when, with 
the int roduct ion of water power, the High Weald becam e a cent re of heavy indust ry.  I n the 16 th 
century iron product ion becam e im portant  again based on the blast  furnace and led to the 
const ruct ion of leats, dams and ham m er ponds to provide sufficient  head of water for the forges.  
The decline of the iron indust ry in the area corresponded with the arr ival of Flem ish weavers who 
int roduced the cloth t rade and sheep- raising.  

1.13 I t  has left  a legacy of landscape features which are visible today, including ponds originat ing from  
iron ore barrow pits and ham m er ponds.  I n addit ion, the need for charcoal led to the 
m anagem ent  of woodland for coppice, which rem ains one of the character ist ic features of the 
area.  Sweet  Chestnut  (Castanea sat iva)  is not  a nat ive t ree but  was int roduced, probably by the 
Rom ans, for its t im ber and fruit  and has been widely planted as coppice across the borough.  
Sm all pockets of chestnut  coppice occur throughout  the borough, but  in som e areas it  is a st rong 
character ist ic feature. 

Agricultural enclosure 

1.14 Assart ing of woodlands to create sm all fields separated by broad bands of woodland (ghylls, 
shaws and hedges)  occurred prim arily in the 12 th and 13 th centuries building on earlier Saxon 
enclosures around set t lem ents and was associated with the areas of poorer land.  The result  of 
assart ing was that  the pat tern of the landscape result ing from  the older agrarian landscape of 
t ranshum ance and form er dens, rem ained consistent .  The fields were sm all in size and form ed 
part  of sm all-scale holdings.  I n essence, the landscape was enclosed before the post -m edieval 
period of Enclosure, and therefore the pat tern of the landscape today has a st rong m edieval 
character overlain in places by m ore m odern changes. 

1.15 The increasing im portance of agriculture led to further woodland clearance and established a 
pat tern of arable land on flat ter areas with pasture fields found on the steeper, m arginally 
product ive valley slopes.  

1.16 The incised landscape of the High Weald, along with the acidic and slowly perm eable nature of the 
m ost  extensive soils, has favoured livestock grazing over arable product ion and led to the 
developm ent  of an agricultural landscape of sm all fields bounded by hedges and shaws.  The 
landscape and soils have const rained the developm ent  of m ore intensive agriculture with the 
result  that  non-profitable holdings have gone out  of product ion.  The relat ively level landscape of 
the Low Weald, underlain by Weald Clay, has been m ore suited to the developm ent  of intensive 
agriculture than the High Weald and fruit  and arable product ion are im portant .  The Agricultural 
Land Classificat ion across the borough is illust rated in Figure 1 0 . 

Orchards and hops 

1.17 Further agricultural developm ents included the int roduct ion of fruit  orchards and hop gardens in 
the 16 th century.  By the late 19 th century these were the dom inant  land uses over m uch of the 
area.  Although now in decline, orchards cont inue to be an im portant  accent  within the landscape 
and are one of the defining features within the borough.  Where they do occur, intensively 
m anaged com m ercial orchards of fruit  t rees on dwarf root  stock have replaced m any of the 
t radit ional sheep grazed orchards.  However, the delicate pink blossom  which cloaks the 
landscape in spring t im e rem ains a m em orable feature.  Hop fields, once widespread, have seen a 
drast ic decline in the last  two decades and are now few and far between.  Oasts and hopper huts 
rem ain as a rem inder of this once widespread and locally im portant  crop. 
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1.18 The landscape of the borough today com bines m any elem ents of its past  history and use.  The 
poor soils and low agricultural product ivity have resulted in extensive sem i-natural woodland 
cover being retained in a variety of form s providing a highly characterist ic wooded fram ework to 
the landscape.  They include the lush, linear ghyll woodlands that  fill the deeply incised valleys of 
the uplands, and the network of thick shaw boundaries around fields that  have been gradually 
cleared from  original woodland.  Much of the upland area has also rem ained wooded, but  re-
planted in som e locat ions.  The large-scale plantat ions at  Bedgebury and Hem sted int roduce an 
elem ent  of rem oteness and isolat ion into an otherwise sm all-scale and int im ate landscape.  
Elsewhere, the sandy uplands, following rem oval of the or iginal forest  cover, have form ed 
extensive t racts of heath which have been restored and m anaged in a num ber of locat ions. 

Table 1 - 1  Sum m ary of key histor ic per iods and hum an i nfluences  

Category  Sub - category  Character ist ics  Date  

Prehistor ic 
 

Neolithic and 
Bronze Age (4000 
BC – 700 BC)  

First  agr iculturalists. Periodic woodland clearance 
and act ive com munit ies indicated by Bronze Age 
barrows and iron age hill forts in Ashdown Forest . 

500,000
BC – 
AD42 

I ron Age (700 BC – 
42AD)  

Establishm ent  of ear ly iron-working and pot tery 
manufactur ing sites. 
Possible int roduct ion of droveways. 

Roman Roman Wealden iron indust ry ( ironworking sites and 
possible ‘iron ways’ used to br ing out  iron) .  
Bloomeries ( iron sm elt ing furnaces) , m inepits and 
slag heaps leave a legacy of archaeological ponds 
and roads. 
Possible indust r ial links to the navy, with export  to 
Dover. 
Management  of woodland for the iron indust ry. 

43 – 409 
AD 

Medieval 

Early-medieval 
(Anglo-Saxons and 
Jut ish set t lers in 
the early 8 th 
century) . 

Transhumance, wood-pasture dens and drove roads. 410-
1065 

Medieval Assart ing of woodlands to create f ields. 
Emergence of late medieval villages founded on 
t rade and non-agricultural rural indust r ies, in the late 
13 th and early 14 th centur ies. 

1066 – 
1499 AD 

Post -medieval 

Early post -medieval 
(Tudor)  

Resurgent  iron indust ry – based on the blast  furnace. 
Leats, dams and ham m er ponds. 

1500-
1599 AD 

Late post -m edieval I nt roduct ion of fruit  orchards and hop gardens. 1600-  
1799 AD 

19 th century Early modern Arr ival of railways in m id-19 th century brought  
further building and the growth of count ry houses 
and estates. 
Railways opened up the London market  for hops, 
fruit  and poult ry. 

1800-
1913 

Set t lem ent  and Building Character 

1.19 The general set t lem ent  pat tern is of small nucleated and linear villages dispersed throughout  the 
borough, with a scat ter ing of out lying farm steads, ham lets and isolated rural dwellings which has 
arisen out  of the underlying histor ical dispersed pat tern of farm steads, ham lets and late medieval 
villages founded on t rade and non-agricultural rural indust r ies.  Many of the village set t lem ents 
are located on the r idge tops and have a com m anding view over the landscape.  Consequent ly, 
they too can frequent ly be viewed from afar.  Dispersed farm steads are located within discrete, or 
enclosed, holdings.  The sm all-scale of the holdings owed its or igins to dens and, later, assarts, 
and ensured that  the density of farm steads was high. 

1.20 Set t lem ents are connected by a dense network of rural lanes, which dip into the intersect ing 
ghylls and cross the plateaux.  The dense and sub- radial pat tern of narrow lanes and r ights of 
way represents a visible survival of ancient  t ranshum ant  routes – the droves, providing a visible 
legacy of the value ancient  com m unit ies placed on the resources of the forest .  The droves are 
dist inct ive in their  radiat ing pat tern, as well as their  narrowness and frequent ly deeply sunken 
form  (a result  of age-old wear into soft  geologies) .  Along with prehistor ic r idge- top ways, these 
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were one of the m ost  dist inct ive character ist ics of the High Weald in the 14 th century, and rem ain 
so today.  The ancient  lanes, with their flowery verges, woodland banks, and overhanging t ree 
tunnels, are one of the m ost  at t ract ive and readily appreciated features of the borough.  I t  also 
contains a mult iplicity of public r ights of way which enable hidden features to be seen. 

1.21 The abundance of raw m aterials, including woodland to provide t im ber, and the presence of clays 
which m ake good quality br icks and t iles, has resulted in a highly picturesque vernacular.  A 
variety of t radit ional m aterials and styles occur.  White painted weather-boarding, often with the 
windows picked out  in dark shades, is com m on, for exam ple, at  Cranbrook.  Elsewhere, the warm , 
r ich orange/ red of the br ick and t ile-hung buildings predom inate, for exam ple, at  Goudhurst .  
Sandstone also occurs, predom inant ly associated with m ore prest igious buildings such as 
churches.  Many villages are a jum ble of different  styles whereas in som e set t lem ents one 
part icular form  dom inates.  This variat ion int roduces a sense of diversity within a unified whole, 
with the vernacular buildings great ly cont r ibut ing to the st rong sense of place found within the 
borough. 

1.22 Certain types of individual buildings are also character ist ic within the landscape.  Scat tered 
m edieval half- t im bered houses, and Wealden Hall Houses, where the upper storey overhangs the 
lower, rem ain throughout  the wider count ryside.  There are a num ber of histor ic estates such as 
Finchcocks, Scotney and Sissinghurst  Cast les, and Bayham  Abbey.  Perhaps of all the buildings, 
oast  houses are the m ost  evocat ive.  Clusters of their  white-cowled roofs can be picked out  across 
the agricultural landscape.  Oast  houses, together with hopper huts, are relics of the historic links 
of the area with hop picking.  I n spring, when the apple t rees are blossom ing, the scene is 
undeniably quintessent ially Kent !  

1.23 The docum ent  intends to describe dist inguishable character areas rather than individual ham lets 
or groups of buildings.  Local descript ions are often covered by other documents, e.g. 
Conservat ion Area Appraisals, listed building descript ions, Histor ic Parks and Gardens Registers. 
Light  pollut ion as shown on CPRE’s ‘Night  Lights’ data is shown in Figure 7 .  

Valued Features and Qualit ies in Tunbridge Wells Borough 

1.24 Features and qualit ies of part icular value in certain areas are drawn out  in each of the local 
landscape character area assessm ents.  The features and qualit ies ident ified for each individual 
character area do not  com prise an exhaust ive list .   There will be m any other elem ents which are 
of varying value across the borough.  Som e features and qualit ies m ay be protected by other 
designat ions such as Conservat ion Areas or Local Wildlife Sites.  However, som e features and 
qualit ies m ay not  have any statutory protect ion. 

1.25 Table  1 - 2  shows a list  of the valued features and qualit ies which are part icularly valued generally 
across Tunbridge Wells Borough.  This includes values associated with the High Weald AONB, 
since where such features are present  they cont r ibute to the special quality of the AONB or its 
set t ing. 

Table 1 - 2  Valued Features and Qualit ies in Tunbr idge W ells  

Type of Va lue  Valued Features and Qualit ies across 

Tunbr idge W ells Borough  

Evidence  

Values associated with the High Weald AONB and its set t ing 

Geology, landform , 

w ater  system s and 

clim ate  

• Deeply incised and r idged landform  
including ghyll st ream s which are of high 
scenic quality and are representat ive of the 
High Weald AONB. 

• Maps, f ield survey. 

• Stakeholder consultat ion. 

Set t lem ent  
• Dispersed histor ic set t lem ent  pat tern of 

farmsteads, ham lets and late medieval 
villages founded on t rade and non-
agricultural rural indust r ies. The survival 
rate and density of medieval buildings in 
the Weald is probably the highest  in the 

• Maps, histor ic farmsteads 
data, Conservat ion Area 
appraisals. 

• Stakeholder consultat ion. 
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count ry.  

Routew ays  
• Presence of ancient  routeways in the form  

of r idge- top roads and a dense system of 
radiat ing droveways which are often narrow 
and deeply sunken. 

• Field survey, ancient  
routeways AONB data. 

• Stakeholder consultat ion. 

W oodland  
• Ancient  woodland, ghylls, shaws. • Maps, ancient  woodland 

data. 

• Stakeholder consultat ion. 

Field and heath  
• Small ir regular ly shaped fields often 

bounded by (and form ing a mosaic with)  
hedgerows and small woodlands, typically 
used for livestock grazing. 

• Presence of heathland – representat ive of 
the AONB and a nat ionally rare feature. 

• Maps, f ield survey, HLC. 

• Heaths AONB data. 

• Stakeholder consultat ion. 

View s  Views into or out  of the AONB.  

Values of a ll landscapes  

Perceptua l qua lit ies  
• Part icular ly high scenic qualit y indicated by 

harmonious pat tern of features or scenic 
cont rasts. 

• Sense of t ranquillity or ‘remoteness’. 

• I mportant , dist inct ive or m em orable views. 

• Dark skies. 

• Maps, f ield survey. 

• Stakeholder 
consultat ion. 

• CPRE dark skies 
mapping. 

Histor ic character  
• Heritage designat ions (Conservat ion Areas, 

listed buildings, Scheduled Monum ents) . 

• Histor ic Parks and Gardens – both from the 
Nat ional Register compiled by Histor ic 
England, and from the Kent  Compendium . 

• I ntact  histor ic (m edieval)  landscape character 
indicated by a prevalence of medieval histor ic 
landscape types. 

• Relics of the iron br ick and t ile indust r ies – 
including ponds, pits and archaeological 
features. 

• Scat tered man made ponds relics of indust ry, 
and agricultural act iv it ies such as mar ling. 

• Routeways. 

• Kent  Compendium of 
Histor ic Parks and 
Gardens. 

• Register of Parks and 
Gardens by Histor ic 
England. 

• Stakeholder 
consultat ion. 

• HLC. 

• HERS. 

Natura l character  
• Ecological or wildlife designat ions (e.g. Local 

Wildlife Sites, SSSI ) . 
• Data from Natural 

England, TWBC, 
stakeholder 
consultat ion. 

• Kent  Wildlife Trust  and 
Kent  Nature 
Partnership. 

Built  character  
• Locally dist inct ive buildings ( including cast les, 

windm ills, abbeys, oast  houses, par ish 
churches) . 

• Field survey, histor ic 
farmsteads data, listed 
buildings 

• Stakeholder 
consultat ion. 

Recreat iona l va lue, 

w here exper ience of 

the landscape is 

im portant  

• Recreat ional routes. 

• Outdoor visitor at t ract ions. 

• Quiet  rural lanes. 

• Shown on OS 1: 25,000 
scale map. 

• Stakeholder 
consultat ion. 

Funct iona l va lue  
• Special funct ion as a set t ing to designated 

landscapes or towns, as a visual backdrop or 
• Field survey. 

• Stakeholder 
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open gap. consultat ion. 

 

Sum m ary 

The borough has a dist inct ive and diverse landscape form ed by a patchwork of agriculture, 
woodland, heathland and rural set t lem ent  superim posed upon a landform  of rolling plateaux 
incised by thin ghyll valleys and wide r iver valley floodplains.  

I t  is predom inant ly a rural,  agricultural landscape of grazed pastures and arable fields highlighted 
with broad belts of orchards and occasional hop gardens, all set  within a framework of woodland. 
The landscape presents a peaceful and t ranquil character, often with a sense of rural rem oteness, 
which belies its locat ion in the populous South East  of England.  The st rong wooded fram ework is 
provided by the upland blankets of coniferous plantat ion, irregular blocks of ancient  woodland, 
thin ghyll woodlands nest led in the valleys and woodland shaw boundaries that  harm oniously knit  
the various agricultural landscapes together.  

The landscape is peppered with sm all m edieval and post  m edieval excavat ions for m arl or iron 
ore, m any of which are now ponds, and other earthworks associated with ear ly indust r ies.  There 
are also in sandstone areas localised quarr ies for building stone and in clay areas excavat ions 
associated with br ick and t ile works all now disused.  

Histor ic set t lem ent  pat tern and built  character provide a further layer of interest .  Set t lem ent  is 
character ised by a dispersed pat tern of histor ic farm steads, ham lets and m edieval villages 
associated with histor ic routeways, enriched with a locally character ist ic vernacular style of br ick, 
t iled, weather-boarded, half- t im bered and sandstone buildings.  Villages are often dist inguished 
by their r idge top locat ion and the histor ic farm steads and clusters of oasts are dist inct ive 
elem ents in the rural landscape.  
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2  User  Guide  

This User Guide is designed for both developers and decision-m akers*  to help them  consider landscape 
character when planning any type of change.  The guide is arranged around a num ber of key stages, 
set t ing out  a series of quest ions as prom pts to assist  in using available inform at ion to shape proposals /  
assist  in planning decisions. 

 

 

 
What  type of change is proposed? 

Which local scale Landscape Character  Area ( LCA)  
is the proposal in? 

I s the proposed site typical of the wider LCA (as 
described in the landscape character assessm ent )? 

Are any of the key character ist ics  or  va lued 
f eatures and qualit ies  of the LCA within or close to 

the site? 

Will any of the key character ist ics  be affected by the 
proposal?  I f so, which ones and how? 

Will any of the valued fea tures and qualit ies  be 
affected by the proposal?  I f so, which ones and how? 
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* The landscape character assessment  has a wide range of applicat ions and forms a spat ial framework and 
baseline for example for monitor ing landscape change including climate change and a place based approach 
for understanding ecosystem goods and services.  These are all potent ial applicat ions of the baseline LCA 
produced in this document .  

 

 

 

 

 

Will the proposal conflict  with the landscape st ra tegy  
or b orough landscape considerat ions ? 

I f not , can adverse effects be reduced or offset? How? 

How does the proposal cont r ibute posit ively to the 
St rategy for the character area and the borough and 

does it  m eet  the pr inciple object ives of:  

1. Conserve and enhance the unique and diverse 
variety and juxtaposit ion of the borough’s landscape 

and the special features which cont ribute posit ively to 
the local sense of place. 

2. Restore landscape character where it  has been 
eroded. 

I f the answer is yes to any of the last  4 quest ions can the 
schem e be altered in any way to avoid adverse effects on 

key character ist ics, valued features and qualit ies, or 
landscape st rategy? 
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3  Landscape Object ives, Det ractors, Changes 
and Oppor tunit ies  

Overall Borough Landscape Character Object ives 

3.1 The following object ives will be applied to the landscape of the borough:  

1 . Conserve and enhance the unique and diverse var i e ty and juxtaposit ion of the 
borough’s landscape and the specia l features w hich con t r ibute posit ive ly to the 
loca l sense of place.  

2 . Restore landscape character  w here it  has been er oded.  

Detractors and Changes in the Landscape 

3.2 I t  is im portant  to ident ify the past , current  and potent ial future changes in the landscape which 
result  in changes that  det ract  from  its character, as well as possible enhancem ent  opportunit ies, 
in order to be able to achieve the landscape character object ives.  The m ain det ract ing elem ents 
and enhancem ent  opportunit ies which can be applied to the whole borough are described below.  
Where developm ent  is acceptable, opportunit ies for landscape enhancem ents to overcom e 
ident ified det ract ing elements should be explored.  Planning perm issions should be t ied to the 
m anagem ent  of land and landscape features where feasible, for exam ple through the use of a 
planning agreem ent . 

3.3 Main elem ents that  det ract  from  the landscape character of the borough and opportunit ies for 
enhancem ent :  

New  developm ent  out  of character  w ith loca l context  

1 )  I ncreasing suburbanisat ion of the w ider  rura l lands cape w ith the int roduct ion of 
inappropr iate  features and deta ils such as conifero us hedge boundar ies,  tennis cour ts,  
close boarded fencing, encroachm ent  into or  loss of  farm land to garden and other  
am enity uses, inappropr ia te  adver t isem ents, secu r it y light ing, inappropr ia te  
ornam entat ion of t radit ional buildings , conversions of t radit ional buildings  and poor ly 
designed/ over - engineered stables and sand schools .  

The Local Planning Authority will resist  these changes through the applicat ion of policy but  where 
these issues do arise they will seek to cont rol such features by ensuring that  the design of new 
developm ent  in the rural area is sym pathet ic to the character of the landscape and by giving 
considerat ion to the use of planning condit ions or a Sect ion 106 Legal Agreem ent  rest r ict ing 
perm it ted developm ent  r ights.  Proposals for new developm ent  should incorporate locally 
sensit ive boundary t reatm ents and plant ing schedules to allow integrat ion into the wider 
landscape.  Opportunit ies for nat ive woodland and t ree plant ing in associat ion with new 
developm ent  should be considered at  an early stage.  The Local Planning Authority encourages 
people to seek pre-applicat ion advice pr ior to submissions of planning applicat ions. 

2 )  The presence of large sca le, m odern rura l buildings can have a considerable visua l 
im pact .  I n addit ion, the conversion of buildings in keeping  w ith the loca lit y to other  
uses can int roduce new  int rusive e lem ents.  

For all new developm ent  the im pact  of the building and ancillary uses such as car parks, storage 
areas which change the character of the spaces surrounding the building, and an increase in local 
t raffic will need to be carefully assessed.  Proposals for new developm ent  should ensure sensit ive 
sit ing and design of buildings using the not ificat ion procedure.  The Borough Council will consider 
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the use of planning condit ions to require rem oval of buildings once the use has ceased.  The 
nature and scale of diversificat ion act ivit ies needs to be carefully assessed within the context  of 
local landscape character and the rural econom y. 

3 )  Dilut ion of the st rong loca l vernacular  w ith som et i m es poor interpretat ion of t radit io nal 
building styles and layouts.  

New developm ent  and building restorat ion should incorporate locally sensit ive m aterials and 
techniques and t radit ional layout  pat terns.  The Borough Council will seek to m inim ise the visual 
im pact  of buildings, boundary t reatm ents and where possible tem porary features appropriate to 
rural pursuits through careful sit ing and design.  

4 )  Loss o f landscape features due to developm ent .  Ex ist ing landscape features should be 
conserved w ith in developm ent  schem es.  

Conservat ion of retained features and their long term  m anagem ent  will be secured by legal 
agreem ent  and or condit ion. The Borough Council will expect  developers to raise awareness of the 
im portance of the features to new users and will encourage public engagem ent  and part icipat ion 
in conservat ion through bodies such as the Kent  High Weald partnership and High Weald AONB 
Unit .  The Borough Council will also seek appropriate m it igat ion/  com pensat ion where necessary. 

5 )  I ntensif icat ion of m odest  rura l proper t ies through extensions and the addit ion of large 
ancillary buildings and/ or  redevelopm ent  result ing in a  dispropor t ionate num ber  of 
larger  count ry houses, w ith the consequence of pres sure for  com m ensurate am enity 
facilit ies, result ing i n a  loss of sm aller  and m id - sized proper t ies and increased 
suburbanisat ion underm ining a ba lance in the  histor ic set t lem ent  pat tern and rura l 
character .  

The Local Planning Authority will seek to lim it  extensions and ancillary buildings to m odest  
proport ions and to retain t ight  resident ial curt ilages.  Redevelopm ent  of rural propert ies will need 
to be properly just ified and be subject  to the sam e const raints and expected to be respect ful of 
the local vernacular architecture. 

Pressures on va lued and sensit ive landscape feature s and qualit ies  

6 )  Vulnerabilit y of the r idge tops and open va lley f lo ors to insensit ive developm ent  or  
potent ia lly int rusive infrast ructure such as ta ll t e lecom m unicat ions m asts , w ind 
turbines  and pylons.  

Where developm ent  is acceptable ensure sensit ive sit ing and design in term s of local landscape 
character.  Sit ing should be below the crest  of the r idge or hilltop ut ilising exist ing or new nat ive 
plant ing as a screen.  

7 )  Loss of sense of rem oteness and the specia l percept ual qualit ies of peacefulness and 
t ranquillit y.  

Uses which are visually int rusive, noisy, require high levels of light ing or at t ract  substant ial new 
act ivity and dam age the peaceful and t ranquil character of a rem ote area should be carefully 
cont rolled and, in rem ote areas, st rongly resisted.  

8 )  I ncreasing ar t if icia l light  pollut ion w hich results  in the loss of dark  sk ies, the loss of the 
sense of rem oteness an d adverse effects on w ildlif e . 

Uses which int roduce art if icial light  pollut ion should be carefully cont rolled and, in rem ote areas, 
st rongly resisted.  

I nt rusion of t ranspor t  and infrast ructure  

9 )  Traff ic pressures leading to a  decline in the quali t y of m any vulnerable rura l lanes 
result ing in the erosion of de licate verges and sandstone  banks, and the int roduct ion of 
inappropr iate  m anagem ent  including w idening, kerbin g, urban signage and roadside 
furniture.  

Reference should be m ade to the Council’s Supplem entary Planning Guidance on Rural Lanes 
which ident ifies a num ber of enhancem ent  opportunit ies. 
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1 0 )  The const ruct ion of te lecom m unicat ions m asts and to w ers in m any locat ions, including 
w ide va lleys, r idgelines, and upland pla teaux, can have a  potent ia lly h igh landscape 
im pact  and effect  on rura l character .  

Where such st ructures fall within planning cont rol the sensit ive sit ing of such telecom m unicat ions 
infrast ructure is essent ial in protect ing the landscape character of the borough and planning 
condit ions will usually be applied to ensure that  telecom m unicat ions infrast ructure is rem oved 
and the land reinstated if the use has ceased. 

Changes in agr iculture  

3.4 The agricultural landscape rem ains in a state of change, with increasing field sizes and som e 
deteriorat ion of boundary hedgerows threatening the int im ate patchwork of pastures and 
orchards. Whilst  grazing for livestock farm ing rem ains com m on, grazing land is increasingly being 
used for recreat ional purposes, part icular ly around set t lem ents.  There has also been an increase 
in land used for set -aside, result ing in a less m anaged landscape that  conversely has benefits for 
wildlife.  Current  provision for set  aside ends in 2020 and the prospect  of Brexit  is likely to br ing 
further change during the lifet im e of this docum ent . 

3.5 Unt il the 1950s the Weald was one of the slowest  changing regions in Britain.  The decline in 
m ixed farm ing and woodland m anagem ent  puts increasing pressure on the long term  survival of 
the dist inct ive landscape character of the High Weald. 

1 1 )  A larger - sca le arable landscape in som e areas replacing the int im ate patchw ork  of 
pastures, leading to the  loss of landscape deta il a nd var ie ty in the form  of ponds, 
copses, hedged and t reed f ie ld boundar ies and shaw  w oodlands, orchards and hop 
gardens.  

I ncrease in the size of farm  holdings threatens to break down the t radit ional sm all scale approach 
to farm ing – part icularly in the High Weald. 

1 2 )  Loss of unim prov ed and sem i - im proved grassland.  

There is a lack of recognit ion for the managem ent  of this im portant  and vulnerable habitat  which 
occurs in m any areas.  Unm anaged old grassland soon loses its botanical interest  as coarse 
grasses swam p delicate species.  Any enhancem ents should pursue opportunit ies for re-creat ion 
of species r ich grasslands, using seed of local provenance and following the exam ple of the Weald 
Meadows I nit iat ive, prom oted by the High Weald Unit .   Loss of important  grassland should be 
resisted. 

1 3 )  Loss and decline of t radit ional orchards and hop ga rdens result ing in the disappearance 
of deta iled landscape pat tern, colour  and texture.  

Orchards and hop gardens also provide an im portant  set t ing for m any of the set t lem ents within 
the borough.  I n Tunbridge Wells borough there was a decline of 5.5%  in the area of orchard and 
hops between 1990 and 2008.  However, there is anecdotal evidence that  hop farm ing is seeing 
resurgence as a result  of the growing craft  beer indust ry, result ing in the replant ing of som e hop 
fields in Kent .  There has also been an increase in vineyards. 

Any enhancem ents should focus on opportunit ies for replant ing, restorat ion and m anagem ent  
including m axim ising wildlife habitat  value in conjunct ion with developm ent  proposals or ut ilising 
grant  aid where available. 

1 4 )  Reduct ion in the num ber  of agr icultura l land holdin gs ( par t icular ly in  the Low  W eald 5) , 
m ost  not ably in sm all holdings less than 5 ha in  size due to  conversion to pony 
paddocks, hobby farm ing and dom est ic use, or  develo ped for  housing.    

Sufficient  t radit ional farm  buildings need to be retained in agricultural and rural business use to 
help both m aintain the viability of holdings and lim it  the const ruct ion of m odern replacem ents.  
Reference should be m ade to the Council’s Supplem entary Planning Guidance on the Re-Use of 
Rural Buildings. 

                                               
5 Agricultural Lane Use in Tunbridge Wells, Vaughan Redfern. 
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1 5 )  I ncrease in hobby farm ing  is a  threat  to the integr it y of holdings  and the t radit ional 
st ructure of agr iculture, leading to a  break dow n i n land use, m anagem ent  and 
biodiversity/  habita t  m aintenance.  

Poor  land m anagem ent  

1 6 )  Problem s of poor  land m anagem ent  result ing in fragm entat ion of land, lack  of 
m aintenance of hedgerow s  and boundary features, changes in sw ard st ructure a nd the 
const ruct ion of m odern outbuildings for  livestock , plant  and horses.  

Opportunit ies to ensure the retent ion of t radit ional field boundaries and sym pathet ic m anagem ent  
of pastures should be explored through the developm ent  process.  

1 7 )  Decline in w oodland cover  and w oodland m anagem ent , par t icular ly coppice w oodland 
m anagem ent , result ing in a  reduct ion in both the la ndscape and ecologica l va lue of 
w oodlands.  

Any enhancem ents should prom ote woodland m anagem ent  opportunit ies in associat ion with 
developm ent  or where grants are available.  This could be allied with the woodland m arket ing and 
m anagem ent  m easures developed through the Woodland Enterprise Cent re -  and the High Weald 
Unit .  Dist inct ive ghyll woodlands, m any within valleys, and st r ips of shaw woodland around fields 
are im portant  landscape features in many parts of the borough and should be protected, m anaged 
and, where necessary, reinforced.  

1 8 )  Decline of hedges and hedgerow  shelter  be lts result ing in a  m uch m ore open, large -
scale landscape w ithout  sm all - sca le  pat terned texture w hich is character ist ic of m any 
locat ions.  

Som e are unm anaged, with gaps evident , or heavily flailed. Others have been lost  or rem oved.   

Any enhancem ents should pursue opportunit ies for restorat ion, managem ent  and gapping up of 
hedgerows through the developm ent  process or where grants can be obtained.  For the older 
hedgerows, m anagem ent  on longer rotat ion cycles of t r im ming, laying or coppicing is 
recom m ended.  Alternat ively, bet ter t r im m ing techniques to create an ‘A’ shape hedge with a 
thick base can be used to revive neglected hedges.  More recent ly planted hedges should be 
restored through laying and gapping up.  Sapling hedge t rees should be protected by tagging. 
Opportunit ies for replant ing hedges along form er boundary lines, using locally nat ive species, 
should also be considered.  Guidance developed by the Weald Hedgerows I nit iat ive and the 
landscape and nature conservat ion advice notes should be followed when proposals for 
developm ent  com e forward. 

1 9 )  Loss of ponds through developm ent  and poor  m anagem e nt , including plant ing and 
invasion of ornam enta l species, and silt ing up thro ugh neglect .   

Any enhancem ents should ensure sensit ive conservat ion and m anagem ent  of exist ing ponds, and 
the creat ion of new suitably located and designed ponds, as part  of landscaping proposals as 
prom oted by the Weald Pond I nit iat ive.  Ponds are an im portant  sm all-scale landscape feature 
and habitat .  Fishing lakes tend to have engineered form s which together with requirem ents to 
m inim ise waterside t ree plant ing can often have a negat ive effect  on landscape character and 
where intensively m anaged can have a det r im ental effect  on wildlife. 

2 0 )  Neglect  of the landscape, par t icular ly sm all parce l s, as a possi ble  pre lude to 
developm ent .  

Rura l Pursuits  

2 1 )  Changes to character  and landscape degradat ion as a  result  of poor ly designed or  over  
intensive use of equest r ian facilit ies and associat ed pressure for  2 4 hr  sta ff ing, secur it y 
and light ing.  

Facilit ies should be located close to and ideally linked to adjacent  resident ial propert ies where 
infrast ructure already exists and not  placed in isolated locat ions.  Sand schools should be 
perm it ted only where they are part  of an established facilit y where m inim al ground works are 
required and landscape character and im portant  features will not  be adversely effected. Stabling 
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should be provided only for the num ber of horses that  that  adjacent  landownership can support  
when suitably m anaged. 

2 2 )  Noise and degradat ion of land from  i ntensive act ivit ies such as  pa intba lling and m otor  
spor ts.  

Such act ivit ies can cause significant  and irreparable harm  to im portant  landscape features, 
habitats and soils.  The noise generated by such act ivit ies can significant ly effect  perceptual 
qualit ies and enjoym ent  of the count ryside over a wide area and owing to its sporadic nature 
disturb wildlife.  The locat ion, durat ion and t im ing of such act ivit ies should be carefully controlled 
and are unlikely to be acceptable in sensit ive locat ions. 

Developm ent  Pressures 

3.6 There is cont inued developm ent  pressure across the borough and conversions of rural buildings to 
com m ercial and resident ial use account  for a sm all num ber of perm issions each year but  steadily 
cont inue year on year.  These can have considerable im pact  in rural areas and need to be 
carefully considered, part icularly in the context  of increm ental changes of sm all individual 
developm ents which can com bine to form  a significant  change.  Changes to perm it ted 
developm ent  planning legislat ion in recent  years have allowed the conversion of rural buildings 
into resident ial use in some parts of the borough without  the need for planning perm ission.  This 
assessm ent  can be used as a guide for developers even if planning perm ission is not  required. 

3.7 Changes in agricultural pract ises and the need for m odern efficient  buildings m akes m any older 
buildings redundant  and consequent ly gives r ise to a num ber of m ore obt rusive and larger 
agricultural developm ents where sit ing, design and landscaping are m ore im portant  factors.  
Encouraging the re-use of redundant  farm  buildings m ay help to retain im portant  elem ents of 
character as well as provide em ploym ent  in the rural areas. 

3.8 Renewable technologies are being st rongly prom oted for all areas but  pose their own problem s. 
While bringing significant  environm ental benefits they can be visually int rusive (e.g. wind 
turbines, solar panels)  or involve significant  landscape changes (e.g. ground source heat  pum ps) .  
Biom ass energy in the form  of woodchips is generally viewed as having a posit ive im pact  on the 
landscape as it  supports the local forest ry indust ry and encourages good woodland m anagem ent .  
Any benefits that  renewable technologies br ing m ust  be carefully weighed against  any harm  to the 
landscape. 

3.9 I ntensificat ion of m odest  rural propert ies through extensions and the addit ion of large ancillary 
buildings and/ or redevelopm ent  result ing in a disproport ionate num ber of larger count ry houses, 
with the consequence of pressure for com m ensurate am enity facilit ies, result ing in a loss of 
sm aller and m id-sized propert ies and increased suburbanisat ion underm ining a balance in the 
histor ic set t lem ent  pat tern and rural character. 

3.10 The Local Planning Authority encourages people to seek pre-applicat ion advice pr ior to 
subm issions of planning applicat ions. 

Opportunit ies for Enhancem ent  

3.11 Further local enhancem ent  opportunit ies are described separately for each of the 19 Local 
Character Areas in Chapter  4 .  Where appropriate, reference should also be m ade to the 
following Supplem entary Planning Docum ents and guidance which have been published by the 
Council:  

• Rural Lanes SPD, January 1998 and any subsequent  replacem ent . 

• Guidance Notes for Applicants:  Landscape and Nature Conservat ion, 2002. 

• Farm stead Assessm ent  Guidance SPD, February 2016.
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4  Landscape Character  Area Assessm ents  

4.1 The 19 Character Areas are described in detail on the following pages and shown below and in 
Figure 1 .   Each are grouped within six broader character types as shown in Table  4 - 1 . 

Table 4 - 1   Character  Types  and Areas  

Landscape Character  Type  Local Character  
Area  

Fruit  Belt : An intensively m anaged and cult ivated series of landscapes 
com prising orchard plantat ions extending across sandstone plateaux, 
rolling slopes and r idges which in turn are intersected in parts by 
int r icate wooded ghyll valleys and sunken lanes. The undulat ing r idge 
around Goudhurst  has a m ore int r icate, rural landscape com prising 
sm aller orchards, occasional hop fieldsand open to long views. 

1 )  Mat f ie ld/  

Brenchley  

2 )  Horsm onden  

3 )  Goudhurst  

4 )  Cranbrook  

W ooded Farm land: Ext rem ely varied and com plex landscape. Dist inct , 
high ridges with weathered sandstone outcrops intersected by ravine 
woodland, beech and holly hedges and sunken lanes. These cont rast  
with unim proved pasture and com m on land. Other characterist ics 
include rolling upland areas, incised by valleys, with sm all set t lem ents 
and pastures hidden within a fram ework of deciduous, ghyll and shaw 
woodlands.  

5 )  Speldhurst  

6 )  Benenden  

7 )  Sissinghurst  

8 )  Bayham  

9 )  Ashurst  

1 0 )  Kilndow n  

1 1 )  Haw khurst  

Low  W eald Farm land: Flat  or gent ly undulat ing sm all-scale lowland 
clay vale landscape. Mixture of perm anent  pasture with som e larger 
arable fields studded with sm all ponds and water ditches set  within a 
fram ework of m ature t rees and derelict  hedgerows. Around Paddock 
Wood the agr icultural landscape opens with extensive arable fields, 
local areas of hops and dwarf orchards.  

1 2 )  Fr it tenden 

Pastures  

1 3 )  Paddock 

W ood/ Five Oak 

Green  

Forested Plat eaux: Com prehensive forest  cover com prising a m osaic 
of sem i-natural woodlands, coniferous plantat ion and m anaged coppice 
and heath.  

1 4 )  Pem bury / Capel  

1 5 )  Bedgebury  

River  Valleys: Medway and Rother are wide, flat , open, lowland r iver 
valleys support ing arable fields crossed by a network of reed filled 
drainage ditches. Teise is narrower and com prises an arable landscape 
with occasional hop fields set  against  a backdrop of tall hedges and 
copses.  

1 6 )  Rother  Valley  

1 7 )  Medw ay Va lley  

1 8 )  Teise Va lley  

Open Farm land: I ntensively m anaged open arable land east  of Royal 
Tunbridge Wells. 

1 9 )  Bayhall  
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The Status, Meaning and Lim ita t ions of Boundary Lin es 

4.2 The precision of boundaries drawn around landscape character areas and types varies with the 
scale and level of detail of the assessm ent .  This assessm ent  has been m apped at  a scale of 
1: 25,000 which m eans that  it  is suitable for use at  this scale.  The scale of this classificat ion will 
need to be taken into account  whenever the assessm ent  is used to ensure that  the level of detail 
is com pat ible with the intended applicat ion.  I n reality landscape character does not  change 
abrupt ly at  the boundaries.  Boundaries therefore often represent  t ransit ions rather than m arked 
changes on the ground. 

Changes to Character  Area Boundar ies  

4.3 Minor am endm ents were m ade to the character area boundaries in order that  the boundaries 
follow landscape or physical features on the ground wherever possible, and following consultat ion. 
The alterat ions are sum m arised in the following table. 

Character  Area  Changes to boundar ies and reason  

LCA 1 /  1 3  Boundary between LCAs 1 and 13 amended to more closely follow the landform . 

LCA 2 / 1 3  Boundary between LCAs 2 and 13 changed to follow the st ream valley and floodplain. 

LCA 9  Northern part  of LCA 9 removed as it  did not  follow a defined boundary feature and 
for consistency of the area. Eastern boundary amended to align with landform . 

LCA 1 1  Northern boundary amended to more closely follow landform . 

LCA 1 3 /  1 7  Boundary between LCAs 13 and 17 amended to more closely follow the floodplain of 
the Medway. 

LCA 1 8  River valley area refined to more closely follow the contours along the valley. 

LCA 1 9  The small isolated parts of the character area were removed as they are considered 
to be part  of the built -up area. 

Structure of t he Character  Area Assessm ents  

4.4 Each character area is presented separately for ease of use.  Each one includes:  

• A m ap showing the locat ion of the character area in the Borough, and its boundaries overlaid on 
an Ordnance Survey base;  

• Sum m ary descript ion of the landscape and photos;  

• Key Characterist ics:  supported with descript ive text ;  

• I nform at ion on  features of past  use and cultural evolut ion and how the histor ic landscape 
cont r ibutes to and influences our understanding of the present  landscape, with reference to 
relevant  heritage designat ions, Histor ic Environm ent  Record Survey (HERS) , Histor ic Parks and 
Gardens, Histor ic Landscape Characterisat ion Study (HLC) , historic farm steads, ancient  
routeways, fruit  and hops and the form er Paddock Wood to Hawkhurst  Railway Line;  

• I nform at ion on features of natural landscape and prior ity habitats showing how these natural 
features and habitats cont r ibute to landscape character and quality, with reference to ecological 
designat ions, BAP priority habitats, land owned by the Woodland Trust , RSPB and Kent  Wildlife 
Trust ;  

• Valued Features and Qualit ies:  including inform at ion gathered during stakeholder consultat ion, 
values in relat ion to form er SLAs and values associated with the High Weald AONB;  

• Det ractors;  and 

• Landscape St rategy:  a succinct  statem ent  on the desired direct ion of change plus bullet  points for 
m anagem ent  and enhancem ent .



 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note: due to the large size of this document, the 

Character Area Assessments numbers 1 to 19 have been 

uploaded individually alongside the main part of the 

document so that they can be viewed separately. 



Character Area 19:  Bayhall Open Farm land 
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 PART 2  CONTEXT &  
METHOD  
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5  I nt roduct ion  

5.1 This docum ent  describes the character of the landscape in the borough of Tunbridge Wells.  I t  
updates the borough’s previous landscape character assessm ent  (2002, updated 2011) .  I t  has 
been prepared following the approach advocated by Natural England (An approach to landscape 
character assessm ent  Ref NE579)  involving a process of desk review, field survey and 
consultat ion.  

5.2 The landscape of the borough has been assessed and divided into nineteen character areas (see 
Figu re 1 ) ,  based on their natural and perceptual character ist ics and histor ical influences.  I t  is 
im portant  to note that  the boundaries between the character areas are defined by lines drawn at  
a scale of 1: 25,000 but  in reality there are often areas of t ransit ion in between.  The character 
areas cover the rural landscape of the borough which includes sm all rural towns and villages. 

5.3 The aim  of this docum ent  is to help ensure the retent ion and, where possible, the enhancem ent  of 
the character of the borough’s landscape for current  and future generat ions. 

5.4 The quality of the landscape across the whole borough is high with m uch of it  very high, and has 
been ident ified by residents as one of its m ain assets:  in a recent  survey ‘protect ing the quality of 
the local environm ent ’ was ident ified by residents as the second highest  pr ior ity for the Borough. 6  
The nat ional im portance of the borough’s landscape is recognised by around 70%  of it  designated 
as part  of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) .  The landscape qualit ies of 
AONBs and Nat ional Parks are equal and therefore share the highest  status of protect ion in 
relat ion to landscape and scenic beauty.  The unique and varied landscape is a result  of histor ic 
land use in turn ar ising from  natural characterist ics such as soil, topography, clim ate and natural 
vegetat ion.  I t  supports a wide range of natural habitats result ing in a r ichly varied diversity of 
flora and fauna. 

5.5 The descript ion of the landscape character areas within the borough will assist  in assessing 
whether developm ent  is acceptable in a part icular locat ion and, if so, the appropriate design which 
would be in sym pathy with the surroundings and perpetuate the valued landscape character ist ics.  
All development  should be designed to integrate into the character of its surroundings.  This is 
im portant  because m odern land use and pat terns of developm ent  are often very different  from  
those which gave r ise to the current  landscape.  The exact  m eans of doing so will depend on its 
locat ion, both in the wider context  as well as its imm ediate locality.  I n m any cases the long- term  
protect ion of the landscape character will necessitate act ive im provem ents to a part icular locality, 
not  just  preservat ion of its exist ing state. 

5.6 The docum ent  also has a range of other uses in landscape planning including act ing as a baseline 
for m onitoring change, such as clim ate change and a spat ial fram ework based on landscape 
character to help understand and value ecosystem  good and services.   

I nform at ion and Data 

5.7 The following key docum ents published since the 2002 assessm ent  have been used to inform  this 
update (a full list  of references is provided in Appendix  6 ) :  

• Tunbridge Wells Borough Agricultural Land Classificat ion Study 2014, Vaughan Redfern;  

• Farm steads Assessm ent  Guidance for Tunbridge Wells Borough. SPD, Adopted February 2016, 
English Heritage and High Weald AONB;  

                                               
6 Borough Council Residents Survey Report  2015 
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• The High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Managem ent  Plan 2014-2019. High Weald 
Joint  Advisory Com mit tee, March 2014;  

• A Review of the Kent  Com pendium 's list  of Histor ic Parks and Gardens for Tunbridge Wells 
Borough, April 2010. English Heritage, Kent  County Council, Kent  Gardens Trust , Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council;  

• A revision of the Ancient  Woodland I nventory for Tunbridge Wells Borough, Kent , October 2007. 
Project  carr ied out  by the Weald and Downs Ancient  Woodland Survey;  

• Tunbridge Wells Borough Draft  Revised Historic Landscape Characterisat ion (Revision of Kent  HLC 
2000) . 2016, Dr Nicola R. Bannister;  

• England’s Light  Pollut ion and Dark Skies, CPRE 
(ht tp: / / nightblight .cpre.org.uk/ m aps/ ?_ga= 1.261577797.991296810.1473860004) ;  

• Data sets on com ponents of natural beauty provided by the High Weald AONB Unit . 

5.8 A list  of all the data used in GI S is provided in Appendix  3 .  

Public Consultat ion 

5.9 Three workshops were held at  different  locat ions across the borough.  The sessions were open to 
m em bers of the public as well as local special interest  groups and other stakeholders and included 
an interact ive drop- in session followed by a short  presentat ion and workshop.  A sum m ary of the 
form at  of the workshops and the com m ents and input  from  part icipants is provided in Appendix  
5 . 

Your  View  app  

5.10 ‘Your View’ is a m obile app developed for the project  to engage a public audience in ident ify ing 
and sharing their opinions on the landscape in their  area.  The app included an opt ion to upload a 
photograph of a part icular view alongside descript ions of what  people see as ‘special’ about  the 
part icular view.  The app was advert ised by the Council and was available from  Septem ber 2016-  
Novem ber 2016. 

http://nightblight.cpre.org.uk/maps/?_ga=1.261577797.991296810.1473860004
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6  Policy Background  

6.1 I t  is intended that  this docum ent  will be a Supplem entary Planning Docum ent  (SPD)  following 
consultat ion in January 2016.  The purpose of the SPD is to assist  and offer best  pract ice advice 
to all those involved in the developm ent  process, where such developm ent  m ay have an im pact  
on the rural landscape.  I t  will be a m aterial considerat ion in the determ inat ion of planning 
applicat ions and will be a m aterial considerat ion for planning appeals. 

6.2 The SPD will be consistent  with the st rategies and policies contained in the Tunbridge Wells Local 
Plan (due to be adopted in 2018)  which will replace the Borough Core St rategy Developm ent  Plan 
Docum ent  (2010)  and the Tunbridge Wells Borough Local Plan (2006) .  I n part icular, it  is intended 
to supplem ent  planning policies by describing the landscape character to which these policies 
apply.  Any new Development  Plan Docum ents (DPDs)  that  supplem ent  or replace the Local Plan 
or Core St rategy will take account  of and where necessary refer to the Borough Landscape 
Character Area Assessm ent  and any subsequent  review.  The docum ent  supports all applicable 
planning policies, the m ost  relevant  of which are listed below. 

Nat ional Policy Guidance 

6.3 Nat ional Planning Policy Fram ew ork  ( NPPF) , 2 0 1 2 .   The NPPF refers to landscape character 
in relat ion to recognising the different  character of different  areas;  conserving landscapes as an 
im portant  part  of the natural environment ;  protect ing valued landscapes ( including – but  not  
lim ited to -  designated landscapes such as AONBs and Nat ional Parks) ;  and encouraging 
landscape character studies as part  of preparing Local Plans.  The following ext racts from  the 
NPPF are those m ost  relevant  to landscape and character.  Words in bold are em phasised for the 
purposes of this report . 

6.4 Paragraph 17 (Core planning principles) :  

“ take account  of the dif ferent  roles and character  o f different  areas ,  prom ot ing the vitality 
of our m ain urban areas, protect ing the Green Belts around them , recognising the int r insic 
character  and beauty of the count ryside  and support ing thr iving rural com m unit ies within 
it…”   

“…cont r ibute to conserving and enhancing the natura l environm ent  and reducing 
pollut ion. Allocat ions of land for developm ent  should prefer land of lesser environm ental value, 
where consistent  with other policies in this Fram ework” .  

6.5 Paragraph 109 (Conserving and enhancing the natural environm ent ) :   

“The planning system  should cont r ibute to and enhanc e the natura l and loca l 
environm ent  by:  

• …protect ing and enhancing va lued landscapes…”  

6.6 Designated landscapes in Paragraph 115 (Conserving and enhancing the natural environm ent ) :  

“Great  weight  should be given to conserving landscape and scenic beauty  in Nat ional Parks, 
the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which have the highest  status of protect ion 
in relat ion to landscape and scenic beauty.”   

“Planning perm ission should be refused for m ajor developm ents in these designated areas except  
in except ional circum stances and where it  can be dem onst rated they are in the public interest . 
Considerat ion of such applicat ions should include an assessm ent  of: ”  
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• “…any det r imental effect  on the environm ent , the landscape and recreat ional opportunit ies, and 
the extent  to which that  could be m oderated”  (Paragraph 116) . 

6.7 Other parts of the NPPF relevant  to landscape character are:   

Paragraph 55 (Delivering a wide choice of high quality hom es) :  “To prom ote sustainable 
developm ent  in rural areas, housing should be located where it  will enhance or m aintain the 
vitality of rural com m unit ies… Local planning authorit ies should avoid new isolated hom es in the 
count ryside unless there are special circum stances… design should… be sensit ive to the 
d efin ing character ist ics of the loca l area .”   

Paragraph 58 (Requir ing good design) :  “Planning policies and decisions should aim  to ensure that  
developm ents… opt im ise the potent ial of the site to accom m odate developm ent…;  respond to 
loca l character  and histo ry, and reflect  the ident it y of loca l surroundings  and m aterials.. .”   

“…Local and neighbourhood plans should develop robust  and com prehensive policies that  set  out  
the quality of developm ent  that  will be expected for the area.  Such policies should be based on 
stated object ives for the future of the area and an understanding and evaluat ion of it s 
defin ing character ist ics ” .    

Paragraph 125 (Conserving and enhancing the natural environm ent ) :  “By encouraging good 
design, planning policies and decisions should lim it  the im pact  of light  pollut ion  from  art ificial 
light  on local am enity, in t r insica lly dark  landscapes  and nature conservat ion.”  

Paragraph 97 (Meet ing the challenge of clim ate change, flooding and coastal change) :  Local 
planning authorit ies should “… design their policies to m axim ise renewable and low carbon energy 
developm ent  while ensuring that  adverse im pacts are addressed sat isfactor ily, including 
cum ulat ive landscape and visual im pacts ” .   

Paragraph 113 (Conserving and enhancing the natural environm ent ) :  “Local planning authorit ies 
should set  cr iter ia  based policies against  w hich proposals for  any developm ent  on or  
a ffect ing protected  wildlife or geodiversity sites or landscape areas w ill be judged …”   

Paragraph 156 (Plan Making:  Local Plans) :  Local planning authorit ies should set  out  st rategic 
policies to deliver”… conservat ion and enhancem ent  of the natura l and h is tor ic 
environm ent , including landscape .”   

Paragraph 170 (Using a proport ionate evidence base:  Historic environm ent ) :  “Where appropriate, 
la ndscape character  assessm ents  should also be prepared, integrated with assessm ent  of 
histor ic landscape character, and for areas where there are m ajor expansion opt ions 
assessm ents of landscape sensit ivit y .”   

The European Landscape Convent ion (ELC)  

6.8 The European Landscape Convent ion (ELC)  cam e into effect  in the UK in March 2007. I t  
establishes the need to recognise landscape in law;  to develop landscape policies dedicated to the 
protect ion, m anagem ent  and planning of landscapes;  and to establish procedures for the 
part icipat ion of the general public and other stakeholders in the creat ion and im plem entat ion of 
landscape policies.  

6.9 The ELC definit ion of ‘landscape’ recognises that  all landscapes m at ter, be they ordinary, 
degraded or outstanding:  

“Landscape m ea ns an area, as perce ived by people, w hose character  is the result  of the 
act ion and interact ion of natura l and/ or  hum an fact ors”.  

6.10 The Convent ion puts em phasis on the whole landscape and all its values and is forward looking in 
its approach, recognising the dynam ic and changing character of landscape. Specific m easures 
prom oted by the Convent ion, of direct  relevance to this study include:  

• the ident ificat ion and assessm ent  of landscape;  and 
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• im proved considerat ion of landscape in exist ing and future sectoral and spat ial policy and 
regulat ion. 

6.11 This updated Landscape Character Assessm ent , which has involved extensive stakeholder 
part icipat ion, will cont ribute to the im plem entat ion of the ELC in Tunbridge Wells Borough. I t  
helps to establish the im portance of landscape and guide its future protect ion, m anagem ent  and 
planning.  
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7  Relat ionship w ith other  Character  
Assessm ents and Landscape Designat ions 

Character Area Context  

7.1 Landscape does not  stop at  adm inist rat ive boundaries but  cont inues seam lessly into surrounding 
boroughs.  An aim  of this assessm ent  was to join up with the Landscape Character Assessm ents 
of adjacent  authorit ies, and sit  within the hierarchy of exist ing nat ional assessm ents.   

7.2 The Nat ional Character Areas (NCAs)  published by Natural England 7 are the nat ional character 
context  for landscape character assessm ent .  The borough includes part  of three Nat ional 
Character Areas:  The Low Weald (NCA 121) , The High Weald (NCA 122)  and Rom ney Marshes 
(NCA 123) .   A Kent  regional character assessm ent  was produced in 2004 (The Landscape 
Assessm ent  of Kent  (Babt ie, 2004) ) .  However, the m ore recent  Tunbridge Wells Borough 
assessm ent  and other local character assessm ents are now considered to supersede the Kent  
assessm ent .  For landscape assessm ent  work carried out  as part  of a planning applicat ion or other 
proposal, specialists are expected to refer to the Nat ional Character Area and the Borough 
Landscape Character assessm ent  only and are not  required to refer to the County Landscape 
Assessm ent . 

7.3 The relat ionship between the Tunbridge Wells Borough character areas, nat ional character areas 
and the character areas ident ified by surrounding local authorit ies is illust rated in Figure 2 . 

The High Weald AONB 

7.4 The high value of m uch of the borough’s landscapes is recognised by the fact  that  around 70%  of 
the borough is designated as part  of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) , 
a nat ional landscape designat ion.  The High Weald AONB in relat ion to the borough is shown in 
Figure 3 .  The landscape qualit ies of AONBs and Nat ional Parks are equal and therefore share the 
highest  status of protect ion in relat ion to landscape and scenic beauty.  

7.5 The High Weald AONB Managem ent  Plan 2014-2019 (ht tp: / / www.highweald.org/ high-weald-
aonb-m anagem ent-plan.htm l)  is an important  resource to be used alongside this docum ent  for 
areas within the AONB and where land form s part  of the set t ing of the AONB.  

The Form er ‘Special Landscape Areas’ 

7.6 Special Landscape Areas (SLAs)  were a form er landscape designat ion.  Tunbridge Wells Borough 
contained two SLAs:  the High Weald and the Low Weald.  SLAs were first  ident ified by Kent  
County Council in the 1977 Kent  St ructure Plan but  in 2010, the Planning I nspector who 
conducted the Core St rategy exam inat ion concluded that  local designat ions such as the SLA were 
cont rary to nat ional guidance and policy and that  there were other ways of protect ing the areas 
covered by the SLA.  As a result ,  the SLA policy in the Tunbridge Wells Borough Local Plan 2006 
(Policy EN27)  was superseded by CP4 in the Core Strategy.  CP4 seeks to conserve and enhance 
the locally dist inct ive sense of place and character of the borough's built  and natural 

                                               
7 ht tps: / / www.gov.uk/ governm ent / publicat ions/ nat ional-character-area-profiles-data- for- local-decision-m aking/ nat ional-character-
area-profiles 
 

http://www.highweald.org/high-weald-aonb-management-plan.html
http://www.highweald.org/high-weald-aonb-management-plan.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-area-profiles
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-area-profiles
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environm ents as a whole;  the Borough Landscape Character Assessm ent  is the evidence base for 
this. 

7.7 The m ethods and cr iter ia for designat ion of County level landscape designat ions are often poorly 
docum ented, but  in general the areas were ident ified on the basis of field survey by the county’s 
landscape or count ryside staff.   The original criteria used by the Council (as stated in a review by 
Cobham  Resource Consultants (CRC)  in 1993)  was:  

• Cont rast  and diversity in relief and land cover;  

• Scarcity or rar ity;  

• A sense of rem oteness;  

• Historical, t radit ional or cultural associat ions;  and  

• Visual at t ract iveness. 

7.8 The SLAs were further rat ionalised as a result  of a study by Babt ie8 prepared to inform the Kent  
and Medway St ructure Plan (2006)  to rem ove overlaps with the AONB designat ion to avoid 
confusion. 

Descript ions of the form er High Weald and Low Weald SLAs   

7.9 The SLAs were described as “ largely unspoilt  areas of count ryside which, because of their  high 
scenic quality and dist inct ive local character, have county wide im portance.”   Policy EN27 stated 
that  developm ent  proposals would only be perm it ted where they would cause no significant  harm  
to the im portant  landscape character of the area.  The original descript ions of the areas as stated 
in the CRC report  (1993)  for the High Weald and Low Weald are shown below:  

High Weald 

7.10 “Most  of the High Weald is AONB, and hence has been form ally recognised as a landscape of 
nat ional im portance.  The single m ost  im portant  character ist ic is the very extensive, often ancient  
deciduous woodland m uch of which has rem ained under t radit ional m anagem ent , and is of 
considerable wildlife value.  Also im portant  are the area’s deeply incised valleys or ‘ghylls’.   I n 
addit ion, there are m any dist inct ive ‘Kent ish’ landscape features, including orchards and hop 
gardens.  SLA protect ion extends beyond the northern fr inge of the AONB, br inging in addit ional 
areas of High Weald character, and several im portant  count ry houses and gardens such as 
Sissinghurst .  This northern fr inge is also valuable for its long views across the Low Weald to the 
Greensand r idge and the Downs.  The area readily m eets all the cr iter ia for SLA designat ion.”  

Low Weald 

7.11 The Low Weald was not  ident ified as an SLA at  the t im e of CRC’s review.  However, their  review 
also included ‘areas of search’ for new SLA designat ions, including the Low Weald.  The conclusion 
of their  review was that  the ‘Eastern Low Weald’ should be an addit ional SLA designat ion.  An 
ext ract  from  the ‘reasons for inclusion’ is provided below:  

7.12 “At  one t im e, the whole Low Weald was probably of high scenic quality.  Unfortunately though, 
substant ial areas, especially in the west , are now marred by unsym pathet ic developm ent .  

7.13 The best  area, visually, is the Eastern Low Weald between Headcorn and Bethersden, which is an 
int im ate landscape, with a wealth of detailed visual interest .  The area is largely unspoilt .   I t  has a 
very dist inct ive wooded character, and m any Kent ish landscape features such as orchards and 
oasts.  The generally high scenic qualit y is reinforced by a fascinat ing landscape history, which 
has led to a special concent rat ion of wildlife and conservat ion features.  These include neut ral 
grassland, farm  ponds, ancient  hedgerow habitats, and a nat ionally rare concent rat ion of 
m edieval t im ber- fram ed buildings.  There are m any im portant  cultural associat ions with the area, 
and the principle of designat ion has st rong local support .  I n short , the Eastern Low Weald m eets 
the SLA cr iter ia very fully, and is clearly a landscape of county im portance.  

                                               
8 Working Paper 9 Special Landscape Areas:  Designat ions Review, Babt ie Group Ltd for Kent  County Council,  2003. 
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7.14 …The m ain reason for excluding other parts of the Low Weald from  SLA designat ion is the 
widespread visual int rusion caused by indust r ial developm ent , post -war housing, urban fr inge 
land uses, and m ajor t runk roads.  These inharm onious influences part icular ly affect  the area 
between Tonbridge and Staplehurst  and the southern outskir ts of Ashford.  They tend to fragm ent  
the landscape, dest roying its visual quality, although m any fine Kent ish features and sm all 
pockets of good landscape do survive.  Som e of these m ay be suitable for designat ion by dist r ict  
councils as areas of local landscape im portance.   We would draw at tent ion, part icular ly, to the 
cent ral Low Weald, where the sm all area between Collier St reet  and Marden is st ill dom inated by 
t radit ional fruit  growing and m arket  gardening uses, with a st rong pat tern of orchards, 
shelterbelts, hop gardens and oast  houses.”  

7.15 The Kent  and Medway St ructure Plan Working Paper 9 reviewed the SLAs in 2003.  Probably as 
part  of this review, a wider area for the ‘Eastern Low Weald’ was drawn to include the area around 
Frit tenden.  The Low Weald SLA was described in Working Paper 9:  

"The Eastern Low Weald SLA is an int im ate sm all-scale landscape of flat  to gent ly sloping contours 
with a pleasant  sense of enclosure, a st rong sense of an histor ical farm ed landscape and m any 
Kent ish landscape features such as orchards, oasts and Wealden t im ber- fram ed buildings. 
Dist inct ive features include som e st rong woodland blocks, field ponds, broad verged lanes and 
slow- flowing st ream s of high ecological value."  

7.16 This 2016 revision of the Borough Landscape Character Assessm ent  has integrated the 
inform at ion from  the previous assessm ent  and added new evidence from  desk study, field survey 
and public consultat ion so that  the valued at t r ibutes and qualit ies of the landscape are recorded.  
This includes inform at ion from  the Nat ional Character Area descr ipt ions, the High Weald AONB 
Managem ent  Plan and the form er SLA special qualit ies.  This docum ent  therefore supersedes the 
form er SLAs and has encom passed all the previous inform at ion within each of the character area 
descript ions. 
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8  Methodology  

Guidance 

8.1 The m ethod for undertaking this consolidated Landscape Character Assessm ent  follows the 
m ethod prom oted by Natural England through ‘An Approach to Landscape Character Assessm ent ’ 
(2014) 9,  which em beds the principles of the European Landscape Convent ion (ELC)  within it .   I t  
updates the previous ‘Landscape Character Assessm ent :  Guidance for England and Scot land’,  
published by the Count ryside Agency and Scot t ish Natural Heritage in 2002, though the 
m ethodology is broadly the sam e as the previous guidance.  

8.2 The 2014 guidance lists the five key principles for landscape character assessm ent  as follows:  

• Landscape is everywhere and all landscape and seascape has character;  

• Landscape occurs at  all scales and the process of Landscape Character Assessm ent  can be 
undertaken at  any scale;  

• The process of Landscape Character Assessm ent  should involve an understanding of how the 
landscape is perceived and experienced by people;  

• A Landscape Character Assessm ent  can provide a landscape evidence base to inform a range of 
decisions and applicat ions;  and 

• A Landscape Character Assessm ent  can provide an integrat ing spat ial fram ework-  a m ult itude of 
variables com e together to give us our dist inct ive landscapes. 

8.3 The assessm ent  is a st rategic one based on a scale of 1: 25,000 which naturally lim its the level of 
detail that  can be covered.   

Process 

8.4 The m ethodology for the previous assessm ent  carr ied out  in 2002 involved the following tasks:  

• Desk Study of exist ing published m ap inform at ion and other studies generat ing overlays of 
landform , geology, hydrology, soils, cultural sites, biodiversity and analysis to determ ine broad 
pat terns in the local landscape character. 

• Field Surveys to record details of each character area, features of local dist inct ion and the effects 
of land m anagem ent  changes and developm ent  and the subject ive response to the landscape. 

• Analysis and Evaluat ion of the inform at ion arising from  the desk study, consultat ions and field 
survey to define detailed local landscape character area boundaries and analysis of landscape 
pressures, changes and t rends. Nineteen separate local landscape character areas were 
ident ified. 

• Form ulat ion of an overall approach for the conservat ion or enhancem ent  of the landscape and 
ident ifying developm ent  const raints. 

8.5 The m ethodology for this 2016 assessm ent  involved the following tasks:  

• Review of the exist ing (2002)  assessm ent  against  the current  guidance.  The output  of this stage 
was a report  to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council out lining the key changes in policy and guidance 
since 2002.  The report  concluded that  the previous assessm ent  rem ained sound in its 

                                               
9 ht tps: / / www.gov.uk/ governm ent / uploads/ system/ uploads/ at tachm ent_data/ file/ 396192/ landscape-character-assessm ent .pdf 
[ accessed February 2015]  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/396192/landscape-character-assessment.pdf
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m ethodology and outputs but  m ade a num ber of recom m endat ions which are sum m arised as 
follows:  

-  Update the content  of the assessm ent  to integrate new inform at ion ( including the updated 
Historic Landscape Characterisat ion (HLC) ;  

-  Review against  character areas in adjacent  dist r icts and boroughs;  
-  St rengthen the assessm ent  by including stakeholder considerat ions;  
-  Be clear in considerat ion of values and landscape value (designat ion) , including addit ional 

inform at ion on what  is valued in the landscape and why ( including aspects of designated 
landscapes and their set t ing) ;  

-  Set  out  a broad landscape st rategy;  and 
-  Consider providing a user guide to accom pany the report  to assist  developm ent  

m anagem ent  decisions and developers. 

• Desk study:  of new inform at ion since the 2002 assessm ent  including docum ents and GI S data, 
notably the inform at ion on ancient  woodland, historic farm steads, historic parks and gardens and 
agricultural land use change;  

• Analysis of value associat ions and form ulat ion of a Landscape St rategy:  using a com binat ion of 
desk study (designat ions and docum ents) , public consultat ion and updated following field survey 
(see below) ;  

• Review of the classificat ion and descript ion:  including desk-based review of character area 
boundaries and descript ions and updated following field survey;  

• Field survey:  to gather details on each of the character areas and to collect  perceptual 
inform at ion on character.  Field survey sheets were prepared for each area ( the survey sheet  
tem plate is included as Appendix  4 ) ;  and 

• Stakeholder engagem ent :  facilitated by three workshops across the borough and a bespoke ‘Your 
View’ m obile app.  A summ ary note of the workshops and consultat ion is provided in Appendix  
5 . 

Evaluat ion of Valued Features and Qualit ies 

8.6 The inclusion of addit ional inform at ion on what  is valued about  the landscape and why, was 
prepared to ensure that  valued landscapes are appropriately described and evaluated in line with 
Paragraph 109 of the NPPF and in the context  of the rem oval of the SLA policy designat ion.  This 
incorporates valued at t r ibutes, values elucidated through the engagem ent  and consultat ion 
process and any part icular role or funct ion in relat ion to the set t ing of the AONB (special qualit ies)  
and set t ing of set t lem ent  etc.  The NPPF also states that  “ the duty to have regard to the purpose 
of nat ionally designated areas also applies when considering applicat ions for projects outside the 
boundaries of these areas which m ay have im pacts within them ” .   

8.7 Table 8 - 1  presents the cr iter ia used to gather inform at ion on landscape values.  The High Weald 
AONB Managem ent  Plan was consulted to inform the ident ificat ion of key features in the local area 
fundam ental to its special character.  These com ponents were used to assess the extent  to which 
each character area represented the special qualit ies of the AONB and whether the character area 
was im portant  in relat ion to the set t ing of the AONB or views to or from  it .  

8.8 An evaluat ion of landscape value aside from  those aspects relat ing to the special qualit ies of the 
AONB, was inform ed by cr iter ia adapted from  Box 5.1 of ‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual 
I m pact  Assessm ent ’,  Landscape I nst itute and I EMA, 2013.    
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Table 8 - 1  Evaluat ion of Valued Features and Qualit ies 1 0  

Values associa ted w ith  the H igh W eald AONB  

I n the AONB? Adjacent  to the AONB? I f so –  

a)  Does it  cont r ibute to the landscape and scenic beauty of the High Weald? 

b)  Does it  add to, enhance or buffer the AONB 

High W eald Specia l Character ist ics and Qualit ies –  how  are they represented?  

Key Com ponents:  

Geology, landform , w ater  system s and clim ate:  deeply incised, r idged and 
faulted landform  of clays and sandstone. The r idges tend east -west , and from 
them spring numerous gill st ream s that  form  the headwaters of r ivers. Wide 
r iver valleys dom inate the eastern part  of the AONB. The landform  and water 
system s are subject  to, and influence, a local var iant  of the Brit ish sub-oceanic 
climate. 

 

Set t lem ent :  dispersed histor ic set t lements of farmsteads and ham lets, and late 
medieval villages founded on t rade and non-agricultural rural indust r ies. 

 

Routew ays:  ancient  routeways (now roads, t racks and paths)  in the form  of 
r idge- top roads and a dense system of radiat ing droveways. These routeways 
are often narrow, deeply sunken, and edged with t rees, hedges, wildflower- r ich 
verges and boundary banks.  

 

W oodland : the great  extent  of ancient  woods, gills, and shaws in small 
holdings, the value of which is inext r icably linked to long- term  managem ent . 

 

Field and heath:  small, ir regular ly shaped and product ive fields often bounded 
by (and form ing a mosaic with)  hedgerows and small woodlands, and typically 
used for livestock grazing;  small holdings;  and a non-dom inant  agriculture;  
within which can be found dist inct ive zones of heaths and incised r iver valleys. 

 

Locally dist inct ive and nat iona lly im portant  deta il s:  

Cast les Abbeys Histor ic parks and 
gardens 

Hop gardens and 
orchards 

Oast  houses 

Parish churches Veteran t rees Rich and varied 
biodiversity 

Local populat ions of key threatened 
species 

Scenic beauty:  

Ancientness Sense of history Appealing histor ic 
buildings 

Wonderful views Dark skies 

Relat ive sense of 
t ranquillity 

I nt imacy Human scale Myriad public r ights 
of way 

Opportunit ies to 
get  close to nature 

Visual re la t ionship w ith High W eald AONB  

Views into the AONB  

Views from the AONB  

Transit ion between High and Low Weald  

                                               
10 Text  in italics indicates inform at ion prim arily gathered from  desk study. 
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Values for all landscapes 

Landscape Condit ion  

The physical state of the landscape 
and condit ion of individual elem ents 
(Buildings, hedgerows, boundaries 
etc.)  

Well-managed, I ntact , Character ist ic elem ents in good condit ion, 
High landscape quality . 

Under-managed, Poor state of repair , Disturbed, Signs of decay, 
Degraded. 

Scenic Qualit y  

Part icular scenic and aesthet ic 
qualit ies. Special pat tern of landscape 
elem ents that  create high aesthet ic 
quality or sense of place.  Views, visual 
unity. 

Balance, Proport ion, Rhythm , 
Emphasis, Unity, Variety. 

Harmonious, Unified, Dramat ic features, Visual cont rasts, Special 
pat tern of landscape elem ents, High aesthet ic quality , I mportant  
features in views, Dist inct ive skyline, Vert ical, Hor izontal.  

Discordant , Visual det ractors, I ncongruous elements, 
Unremarkable, Fragm ented, Conflict ing elements, Out  of 
proport ion. 

Views:  Panoram ic/  framed views, Memorable views, Dist inct ive 
views. 

Dist inct iveness  

I mportant  examples of landscape 
features and character ist ics that  
cont r ibute to a st rong sense of place 
and recognisable local dist inct iveness. 
Representat iveness. Typically 
recognisable of Kent  or Tunbridge 
Wells. 

Rare features/  character ist ics in the landscape, Coherent /  St rong 
landscape character – st rong pat tern of features, Dist inct  landform  
or topography, I mportant  or recognisable features or 
character ist ics. 

I ndist inct  character , Unremarkable. 

Natura l/  H istor ic I nterest  

Presence of features of wildlife, earth 
science or archaeological or histor ical 
and cultural interest . 

Natural character, Features of natural interest  St rong degree of 
naturalness – may be indicated by ecological designat ions, Histor ic 
character – e.g. indicated through listed buildings, Conservat ion 
Areas, Scheduled Monum ents, features of histor ic interest . 

Landscape Funct ion  

Part icular or special role of the area in 
the local landscape context . 

Special funct ion as a set t ing to valued landscape features, Visual 
backdrop, Open gap, Recreat ion value -  where exper ience of the 
landscape is important  – e.g. indicated through presence of 
outdoor visitor at t ract ions/  count ry parks. 

Perceptua l aspects  

Experient ial qualit ies such as sense of 
t ranquillity 

Wild, Sense of t ranquillity , Remoteness, Lack of int rusion, Quiet , 
Calm , Colourful, Texture, I nt imate, Vast , Enclosed, Open, Diverse 
I nterest ing, I nspir ing, Exhilarat ing, Vibrant , Formal. 

I nt rusion, Busy, Chaot ic, Bland, Monotonous, Juxtaposit ions, 
Unset t ling, Loud, Garish. 

Dark skies and t ranquillity mapping. 

Associa t ions  

Some landscapes are associated with 
part icular people, such as ar t ists or 
writers, or events in history that  
cont r ibute to percept ions of the natural 
beauty of the area. 

Art , Literature, Bat t lefield, Film , Music, Myth/  Legend/  Folklore, 
People, Events. 
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APPENDI CES 
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Appendix  1  Glossary of  Term s 
 

Term  Defin it ion  

AOD   Above Ordnance Datum  ( sea leve l) .  

AONB   Area of Outstanding Natura l Beauty –  a sta tutory nat ional 
landscape designat ion.  

Agr icultura l Land 
Classif ica t ion  

 

 
The classif icat ion of agr icultura l land in England in W ales.  

Ancien t  w oodland   W oods that  are be lieved to have been cont inuous w oo dland 
cover  since at  least  1 6 0 0  AD.  

Assar t   The inform al inclosure of pr ivate farm land by encro achm ent  
into w oodland or  heath.  

BAP Pr ior it y Habita t   UK Biodiversity Act ion Plan pr ior it y speci es and habita ts w ere 
ident if ied as be ing the m ost  threatened and requir i ng 
conservat ion act ion under  the UK BAP. The or igina l lists of UK 
BAP pr ior it y habita ts w ere created betw een 1 9 9 5  and  1 9 9 9  
and w ere subsequent ly updated in 2 0 0 7 . See 
ht tp:/ / jncc.defra.gov.uk / page - 5 1 5 5  for  fur ther  inform at ion.  

Condit ion   A judgem ent  on the intactness and condit ion of the e lem ents of 
the landscape.  

Coppice   A t radit iona l form  of w oodland m anagem ent  w here t re es 
( com m only  hazel)  are cut  regular ly on a cycle  to prom ote 
grow th from  the ir  bases.  

Dark  Sk ies   Places w here the darkness of the night  sky is re la t ive ly free of 
inter ference from  ar t if icia l light  

Deerpark   Enclosed pr ivate hunt ing ground.  

Ecosystem  services   Ecosy stem  services are the m any and var ied benefit s that  
hum ans free ly ga in from  the natura l environm ent  and  from  
proper ly - funct ioning ecosystem s.  

Forces for  change   These are both posit ive and negat ive factors that  a re know n to 
or  have potent ia l to act  on the landscape, includin g agr icultura l 
m anagem ent  issues, policy and developm ent  pressures . 

Heathland   A shrubland habita t  found m ainly on free - dra ining infer t ile , 
acidic soils, character ised by open, low - grow ing w oody 
vegetat ion.  

HLC  Histor ic Landscape Ch aracter isat ion.  

Horsiculture   Developm ent  of farm land for  horses and equest r ianis m  

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5155
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Landscape character   The dist inct , recognisable and consistent  pat tern o f e lem ents 
that  occurs consistent ly in a  par t icular  landscape and how  
these are perce ived.  I t  re f l ects par t icular  com binat ions of 
geology, landform , soils, vegetat ion, land use and hum an 
set t lem ent .  

Landscape character  
areas  

( LCA)  

 Single unique areas that  are the discrete geographi ca l area of 
a  par t icular  landscape t ype.  

Landscape character  
types  

( LCT)   

 Dist inct  t ypes of landscape that  is re la t ive ly hom o genous in 
character .  They are gener ic in nature in that  they  m ay occur  in 
different  areas in different  par ts of the count ry, but  share 
broadly sim ilar  com binat ions of geology, topography , drainage 
pat terns, vegetat ion, h istor ic land use and set t lem ent  pat tern.  

Landm ark   An object  or  feature of a  landscape or  tow n that  is  easily seen 
and recognized from  a distance, especia lly one that  enables 
som eone to establish the ir  locat ion.  

Landscape St rategy   Pr inciples to m anage and direct  landscape change fo r  a  
par t icular  landscape type or  character  area includi ng 
ident if ica t ion of any par t icular  m anagem ent  needs f or  specif ic 
e lem ents.  

LW S  Local W ildlife  Site .  

Natura l Character   Character  as a result  of natura l or  sem i - natura l features such 
as w oodland, grassland, hedgerow s etc.  

NCA  Nat ional Character  Area –  defined w ith in the Nat ional 
Character  Area Study, Natura l England ( 2 0 1 3 )  -  NCAs divide 
England into 1 5 9  dist inct  natura l a reas. Each is de fined by a 
unique com binat ion of landscape, biodiversity, geod iversity, 
h istory, and cultura l and econom ic act ivit y.  

Nucleated Set t lem ents   A set t lem ent  that  is clustered around a cent re, in com par ison 
to a  linear  or  dispersed set t lem ent .  

OS  Ordnance Survey.  

Perceptual   The abilit y to interpret  or  becom e aw are of som ethi ng through 
the senses.  

Sensit ivit y   A judgem ent  of how  sensit ive or  vulnerable a landsc ape 
com ponent  is to change.  

SSSI   Site  of Specia l Scient if ic I nterest .  
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Appendix  2  Data  
Data used within the report , including data collated in the GI S database, is shown in Table 8 - 2 .  
Other sources that  were consulted can be seen at  Appendix  6 .   

Table 8 - 2 : GI S Data  

Nam e  Source  

Adm in ist ra t ive Boundar ies:  

Tunbridge Wells Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

Kent  County Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

Surrounding dist r ict  boundar ies Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

Surrounding Landscape Character  Areas:  

Sevenoaks Sevenoaks Dist r ict  Council.  

Wealden Await ing data from Wealden Dist r ict  Council.  

Rother Await ing data from East  Sussex Dist r ict  Council.  

Ashford Ashford Dist r ict  Council.  

Maidstone Raster informat ion from pdf landscape character 
assessment  document :  
ht tp: / / www.m aidstone.gov.uk/ residents/ planning/ landscape
,-heritage-and-design/ landscape 

Nat ional Character Areas Natural England. 

Kent  Landscape Character Areas Kent  County Council.  

Tunbridge Wells Borough Character and 
Capacity Areas (2009 study)  Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

High W eald AONB  

AONB Com ponents:  

Ancient  woodland 

Field and Heath 

Geology, Landform , Water System s and Climate 

Routeways 

Set t lem ent  

High Weald AONB Unit .  

Form er  Specia l Landscape Areas  Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

Cultura l I nform at ion:  

Registered Parks and Gardens (nat ional)  Histor ic England, Kent  County Council/  Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council.  

Proposed Histor ic Parks and Gardens (KCC)  Kent  County Council.  

Scheduled Monument  Histor ic England. 

Listed Buildings Histor ic England. 

Conservat ion Areas Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

Histor ic farm steads High Weald AONB Unit .  

Areas of Archaeological potent ial Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

HERS Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

HLC -  Kent  Kent  County Council.  

http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/residents/planning/landscape,-heritage-and-design/landscape
http://www.maidstone.gov.uk/residents/planning/landscape,-heritage-and-design/landscape
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Revised H istor ic Landscape 
Character isat ion ( HLC)  DRAFT. ( Revision 
of Kent  HLC 2 0 0 0 )  

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council. (Data from Dr Nicola R. 
Bannister)  

Natura l inform at ion:  

SSSI  Natural England. 

Nature Reserves -  KWT Kent  Wildlife Trust . 

Local Wildlife Site (LWS)  -  KWT Kent  Wildlife Trust . 

Local Nature Reserves -  TWBC Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

Roadside Nature Reserves (RNRs)  Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

Ancient  Woodland Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

Biodiversity Opportunity Areas Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

RSPB Reserves Natural England. 

Prior ity Habitats Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

Lim its to Built  Developm ent  Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  

Night  Lights  CPRE. 

Agricultural Land Classificat ion (ALC)  Natural England. 

Geology:  

Bedrock geology 1: 50K BGS. 

Superficial geology BGS. 

Hydrology:  

Flood Zones Environment  Agency. 

Base m apping:  

OS 1: 50k Ordnance Survey. 

OS 1: 25k Ordnance Survey. 

OS 1: 10k Ordnance Survey. 

Terrain 50 Contour data Ordnance Survey. 
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Appendix  3  Sam ple Fie ld Survey Sheet  
 

FI ELD SURVEY RECORD: LCA … 1 … 
Mat f ie ld/ Brenchley Fruit  Belt  ………. 

  

Surveyors  

Date/  Tim e  

Weather  

Photo no’s:   

Other relevant  
LCAs e.g. HW 
AONB 

 

Adjacent  LCA Note cross boundary classificat ions 

Boundaries 

Note any changes to boundaries and reasons why, +  m ark on OS base 

 

 

 

Summ ary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A broad plateau, with an intensively m anaged, orchard-dom inated landscape on the plateau 
top and rows of dwarf fruit  t rees on the rolling slopes and r idges. The plateau is cut  by m ore 
int r icate and int im ate wooded ghyll valleys, which are crossed them selves by sunken lanes 
with characterist ic woodland verges. I t  is a relat ively densely set t led rural area with prom inent  
farm  buildings reflect ing a working, cult ivated landscape. Large arable fields in the north west . 
Note any addit ional inform at ion to the above descript ion 
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Key Characterist ics Review and Update 

KC Y/ N 

1)  A plateau landscape, consist ing of a series of low undulat ing ridges and intersect ing 
valleys, form ing an int roverted and inward looking area. 

Notes:  

 

 

2)  An intensively m anaged, orchard-dom inated plateau top, with regim ented ranks of 
orchard t rees and hop poles character ist ic around Speldm onden, creat ing a 
'gardenesque' quality. 

Notes:  

 

3)  Rows of dwarf apple t rees predom inate, with som e soft  fruit ,  form ing a com plicated 
patchwork pat tern of regular lines on the undulat ing slopes. I solated rem nant  old 
orchards provide a part icularly at t ract ive feature. 

Notes:  

 

 

4)  The narrow, wooded ghyll valleys which cut  the plateau top create a m ore int im ate, 
enclosed and ecologically r ich landscape. 

 
Notes:   
 
 

 

5)  Rural lanes dip down from the open plateau top and into the wooded valleys, winding 
beneath a network of green, woodland tunnels. These are bound by diverse and 
colourful hedge banks, important  for their  ecological diversity. 

 
Notes:   
 
 

 

6)  Signs of intensive farm ing such as large-scale buildings, including fruit  packing 
stat ions. 

 
Notes:   

 

 

7)  A pat tern of large arable fields in the north west   
 
Notes:   
 

 

 

8)  A concent rat ion of set t lement  occurr ing along the ridgeline in the north west , with the 
individually dist inct ive villages of Mat field, Brenchley and the ham let  of Cast le Hill. 
 

Notes:   
 

 

Add addit ional revised KC 
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Valued Features and Qualit ies 

Values associa ted w ith  the H igh W eald AONB  

I n the AONB? Adjacent  to the AONB? I f so –  

a)  Does it  cont r ibute to the landscape and scenic beauty of the High Weald? 

b)  Does it  add to, enhance or buffer the AONB 

High W eald Specia l Character ist ics and Qualit ies –  how  are they represented?  

Key Com ponents:  

Geology, landform , w ater  system s and clim ate:  deeply incised, r idged and faulted 

landform  of clays and sandstone. The r idges tend east -west , and from them spr ing 

num erous gill st ream s that  form  the headwaters of r ivers. Wide r iver valleys dom inate 

the eastern part  of the AONB. The landform  and water systems are subject  to, and 

influence, a local var iant  of the Brit ish sub-oceanic climate. 

 

Set t lem ent :  dispersed histor ic set t lements of farmsteads and ham lets, and late m edieval 

villages founded on t rade and non-agr icultural rural indust r ies. 

 

Routew ays:  ancient  routeways (now roads, t racks and paths)  in the form  of r idge- top 

roads and a dense system of radiat ing droveways. These routeways are often narrow, 

deeply sunken, and edged with t rees, hedges, wildflower- r ich verges and boundary 

banks.  

 

W oodland:  the great  extent  of ancient  woods, gills, and shaws in small holdings, the 

value of which is inext r icably linked to long- term  managem ent  

 

Field  and heath:  small, ir regular ly shaped and product ive fields often bounded by (and 

form ing a mosaic with)  hedgerows and small woodlands, and typically used for livestock 

grazing;  small holdings;  and a non-dom inant  agriculture;  within which can be found 

dist inct ive zones of heaths and incised r iver valleys. 

 

Locally dist inct ive and nat iona lly im portant  deta il s:  

Cast les Abbeys Histor ic parks and 

gardens 

Hop gardens and 

orchards 

Oast  houses 

Parish churches Veteran t rees Rich and varied 

biodiversity 

Local populat ions of key threatened 

species 

Scenic beauty:  

Ancientness Sense of history Appealing histor ic 

buildings 

Wonderful v iews Dark skies 

Relat ive sense of 

t ranquillity  

I nt imacy Human scale Myriad public r ights 

of way 

Opportunit ies to get  

close to nature 

Visual re la t ionship w ith High W eald AONB  

Views into the AONB  

Views from the AONB  
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Transit ion between High and 

Low Weald? 

 

All landscapes –  va lued features and qualit ies 1 1  -  ( circle)  

Landscape Condit ion  

The physical state of the landscape and 

condit ion of individual elements 

(Buildings, hedgerows, boundaries etc.)  

Well-managed, I ntact , Character ist ic elem ents in good condit ion, 

High landscape quality . 

Under-managed, Poor state of repair , Disturbed, Signs of decay, 

Degraded. 

Scenic Qualit y  

Part icular scenic and aesthet ic qualit ies. 

Special pat tern of landscape elements that  

create high aesthet ic quality or sense of 

place.  Views, visual unity. 

Balance, Proport ion, Rhythm , Emphasis, 

Unity, Variety. 

 

Harmonious, Unified, Dramat ic features, Visual cont rasts, Special 

pat tern of landscape elem ents, High aesthet ic quality , I mportant  

features in views, Dist inct ive skyline, Vert ical, Hor izontal.  

Discordant , Visual det ractors, I ncongruous elements, 

Unremarkable, Fragm ented, Conflict ing elements, Out  of 

proport ion. 

Views:  Panoram ic/  framed views, Memorable views, Dist inct ive 

views. 

Dist inct iveness  

I mportant  examples of landscape features 

and character ist ics that  cont r ibute to a 

st rong sense of place and recognisable 

local dist inct iveness. Representat iveness. 

Typically recognisable of Kent  or 

Tunbridge Wells. 

Rare features/  character ist ics in the landscape, Coherent /  St rong 

landscape character – st rong pat tern of features, Dist inct  landform  

or topography, I mportant  or recognisable features or 

character ist ics. 

I ndist inct  character , Unremarkable. 

Natura l/  H istor ic I nterest  

Presence of features of wildlife, earth 

science or archaeological or histor ical and 

cultural interest .  

Natural character, Features of natural interest , St rong degree of 

naturalness – may be indicated by ecological designat ions, Histor ic 

character – e.g. indicated through listed buildings, Conservat ion 

Areas, Scheduled Monum ents, Histor ic character , features of 

histor ic interest  e.g. indicated through listed buildings, 

Conservat ion Areas, Scheduled Monuments. 

Landscape Funct ion  

Part icular or special role of the area in the 

local landscape context . 

Special funct ion as a set t ing to valued landscape features, Visual 

backdrop, Open gap, Recreat ion value -  where exper ience of the 

landscape is important  – e.g. indicated through presence of 

outdoor visitor at t ract ions/  count ry parks. 

Perceptua l aspects  

Experient ial qualit ies such as sense of 

t ranquillity 

Wild, Sense of t ranquillity , Remoteness, Lack of int rusion, Quiet , 

Calm , Colourful, Texture, I nt imate, Vast , Enclosed, Open, Diverse 

I nterest ing, I nspir ing, Exhilarat ing, Vibrant , Formal. 

I nt rusion, Busy, Chaot ic, Bland, Monotonous, Juxtaposit ions, 

Unset t ling, Loud, Garish. 

Dark skies and t ranquillity mapping. 

Associa t ions  

Some landscapes are associated with 

part icular people, such as ar t ists or 

Art , Literature, Bat t lefield, Film , Music, Myth/  Legend/  Folklore, 

People, Events. 

                                               
11 Adapted from  Box 5.1 ‘Range of factors that  can help in the ident ificat ion of valued landscapes’ in Guidelines for Landscape and 
Visual I m pact  Assessm ent , Landscape I nst itute and I EMA, 2013. 
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writers, or events in history. 

Detractors 

• Visual int rusions 

 

• Land management  decline/ change (horsiculture, hobby farms, incremental garden 

development )  

 

• Development  – including set t lement , roads and agricultural buildings which may be 

unsympathet ic to exist ing character    

Landscape St rategy 

St ra tegy :  short  succinct  statem ent  to encapsulate the m ain desired direct ion of change (circle)  

Protect ion Planning Management  

Addit ional Notes 
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Appendix  4  Public Consulta t ion  
 

This note sum m arises the approach to public consultat ion as part  of the process of 
updat ing the Borough Landscape Character Assessm ent .  Effect ive stakeholder consultat ion 
is key to the process and success of landscape character assessm ent , ensuring a wide 
range of views and values are represented.   

Three consultat ion events were held by Tunbridge Wells Borough Council (TWBC)  and 
facilitated by LUC at  different  locat ions across the borough.  The sessions were open to 
m em bers of the public as well as local special interest  groups and other stakeholders and 
included an interact ive drop- in session followed by a short  presentat ion and workshop.   

A m obile app was also developed and m ade live during the course of the project .  The app, 
called ‘Share Your View’ aim ed to engage a public audience in ident ifying and sharing their 
opinions on the landscape in their  area.  The app included an opt ion to upload a 
photograph of a part icular view alongside descript ions of what  people see as ‘special’ about  
the part icular view. 

1)  Consultat ion Events 

The details of the consultat ion events are provided in Table 8 - 3 .  The consultat ion 
technique aim ed to achieve act ive part icipat ion and to generate inform at ion appropriate to 
inform  the landscape character assessm ent .  The overall aim  was to allow people who live 
and work in the dist r ict  to understand and cont r ibute to the process of LCA, rather than 
sim ply being consulted on the final report . 

8 - 3  Locat ions and Dates of the Stakeholder  Consulta t ion  Events  

Locat ion  Date and Tim e  Groups/  Landscape 
Character  Areas ( LCAs)  

Code 

Eastern par t  of the 

Borough  

Goudhurst  Parish 

Hall, Balcombes Hill,  

Goudhurst  TN17 1AJ 

 

 

W ednesday 2 8  

Septem ber 2 0 1 6  

5.00 t ill 6.00pm Drop in 

session 

6.00 t ill 7.00pm Workshop 

At tendance:  27 

Drop in session  G 

Group 1  (Scr ibe:  K. Ah)  LCAs 14, 

7t , 12, 3, 10, 18.  

G- 1  

Group 2  (Scr ibe:  K. An)  LCAs 6, 

11, 16, 15. 

G- 2  

Group 3  (Scr ibe:  DS)  LCAs 18, 2, 

8, 1, 13.  

G- 3  

Cent ra l par t  of the 

Borough  

Brenchley Memorial 

Hall, Brenchley Road, 

Brenchley TN12 7NX 

W ednesday 5  October  

2 0 1 6  

4.30 t ill 6.00pm Drop in 

session 

6.00 t ill 7.00pm Workshop 

At tendance:  19 

Dr op in session  B 

Drop in Group  (group feedback 

during drop in session – K. Ah 

scr ibe) . 

B- D 

Group 1  (Scr ibe:  K. An)  B- 1  

Group 2  (Scr ibe:  DS)  B- 2  

W estern par t  of  the Tuesday  1 1  October  Drop in session  L 



 

 

  
Tunbridge Wells Borough Landscape Character Assessment  196  

Borough  

Langton Green 

Village Hall, 

Speldhurst  Road, 

Langton Green, TN3 

0JJ 

2 0 1 6  

4.30 t ill 6.00pm Drop in 

session 

6.00 t ill 7.00pm Workshop 

At tendance:  13 

Group 1  (Scr ibe:  K. An)  L- 1  

Group 2  (Scr ibe RS)  L- 2  

Object ives  of the Consulta t ion Events  

The object ives of the consultat ion events were to:  

1)  I nform  people about  the landscape character assessment . 

2)  Understand what  people value about  the landscape in Tunbridge Wells Borough and why. 

3)  Gather local perspect ives on perceptual aspects. 

4)  Gather inform at ion on cultural associat ions. 

5)  Gain inform at ion on what  has changed in the landscape since 2000. 

6)  Gain inform at ion on priorit ies for enhancem ent . 

Form at  of the Consulta t ion Events  
Drop in Session (1-  1 ½  hours)  

A drop in session was held from  4.30pm  or 5pm  to allow inform al interact ive feedback from  
part icipants.  The session allowed m em bers of the project  team  to inform  and explain the 
background and process of landscape character assessm ent  and to encourage com m ents 
on values and cultural associat ions of the landscape.  

Three A0 m aps of the borough supported by illust rated inform at ion boards were stat ioned 
around the room .  A facilitator from  the project  team  was present  at  each board to explain 
and encourage input  from  the part icipants.  The stat ions showed the following:  

1)  Map 1  Landscape Character  of Tunbr idge W ells Borough :  this m ap showed Character 
Types and Areas and was supported by illust rat ions and inform at ion explaining what  
landscape character assessm ent  is. 

2)  Map 2  Values: this stat ion was an exercise to determ ine what  is valued about  the 
landscape in Tunbridge Wells and why.  The m ap was supported by a prom pt  sheet  and a 
facilitator to encourage part icipat ion and explain the process.  Num bered dots were 
provided for people to st ick one dot  onto the m ap and the other onto a post - it  note. On the 
post - it  alongside the dot  part icipants were to write what  they value about  the landscape 
and why.  Post - its were then added to flip charts under the relevant  heading, either ‘Views 
and Landm arks’, ‘Heritage/  Historic Places’, ‘Recreat ion’, ‘Natural Environm ent ’,  or  
‘Experience and Feeling’. 

3)  Map 3  Cultura l Associa t ions: this stat ion was also an exercise using num bered dots and 
post - its and was supported by an explanatory prom pt  sheet .  The exercise aim ed to gather 
local input  on the cultural associat ions of the landscape in Tunbridge Wells.  Part icipants 
were invited to write cultural associat ions of certain areas with people, art ists, writers, 
events in history etc.  

Workshop (1 hour)  

The second part  of the consultat ion event  involved a workshop.  Part icipants were invited 
to sit  in roughly equal groups around three tables.  The aim  was for each table to focus on 
four or five landscape character areas each for the workshop exercises.  One m ap of the 
relevant  areas were placed on each table. 
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W orkshop Program m e  

Tim e  Durat ion  Event  Descr ipt ion  

6pm  5 m ins 
I nt roduct ion and Welcom e (TWBC)  

6.05 15 m ins 
LCA Presentat ion (LUC)  

6.20 5 m ins 
Q & A  

6.25-6.45 20 m ins 

Exercise 1 :  Va lues and Cultura l Associa t ions  

Structured discussion based on prompts from screen:   

• What  do you value about  the landscape and why? 

• Do any of the areas have part icular cultural associat ions (e.g. 
people, art ists, events in history) . 

Part icipants focus on the areas assigned to their  group.  

Comm ents recorded onto maps and papers by facilitators. 

6.45-6.55 10 m ins 

Exercise 2 : I ssues and Opportunit ies  

Structured discussion based on prompts from screen:  

• What  are the issues/  changes in the area? (5 m ins)  

• What  are the opportunit ies for the landscape in the area? (5 
m ins)  

Comm ents recorded onto maps and papers by facilitators. 

6.55 – 7pm 5 m ins 
Sum mary and Next  Steps. 

 

The following tables show the com m ents received from  the consultat ion events.  Com m ents 
were com piled and organised according to landscape character area. 
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Com m ents on Values and Cultura l  Associat ions  

1 : Mat f ie ld Fruit  Belt  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

1 View from Brenchley. 

View from Brenchley to south – rolling wooded hills. And to north is 
the r idges of the High Weald. 

Views from Brenchley to the north and south – give a st rong sense 
of this part  of Kent . 

The view from The Crooke at  Brenchley is one of the most  breath-
taking in the borough. [ Brenchley v iewpoint ] . 

Brenchley Witches Brenchley-  f lood light ing of 
sports pitches 

 G-3 

B 

 

 

 

B-D 

1 Brenchley:  the character of the village is defined by the landscape 
– fruit  orchards, woodland, lakes, green areas. And the village 
cent re with its histor ical architecture, and the Church ( from  the 
tower one can see most  of the village) . I t  is an area of farm  land 
and farm ing fam ilies. All this creates an intangible atmosphere to 
which m any are drawn for walks and to ‘dr ink in the atmosphere’!  
The t rees are splendid – the v iews are marvellous throughout . 
Brenchley is like a t reasured child. 

   B-D 

1 Brenchley:  A lovely village with v illage shops and old church. 
Brenchley has many farm ing fam ilies, a green pleasant  land, with 
apples and pears grown – also corn and wheat  is grown locally.  

A lovely v iew from viewpoint  at  Brencley looking over the North 
Downs. Also good views around the village and an interest ing 
vista. Let ’s keep it  as it  is in the lovely area. 

   B-D 

1  Tudeley – Chagall Window.  Could we enhance 
tourism? Sassoon 
book set  here, and 
building on other 
associat ions e.g. 
Morgan;  Weir leigh. 

B-1 

1   Fruit  farm s being sub 
divided – more people 
involved – poor 
managem ent ;  lack of 
understanding. 

 B-2 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

1 Brenchley – dark skies.  The merging of Mat field 
and Brenchley would lose 
the individual ident ity of 
the v illages. 

 B 

1 Brenchley m emorial Hall – café and childcare support ing special 
needs. 

Brenchley – recreat ional value of the memorial hall, sport  – open 
space – village resource/  com munity. Very popular. 

   B            

1 Histor ic value of Brenchley and Mat field villages:  listed church, 
Mat field House, Brenchley Manor, Portoobello. Workhouses – give 
essent ial character . 

   B 

1 Histor ic value of the Furnace Pond in Brenchley – iron age. Furnace pond in Brenchley – 
producing guns for warships – 
e.g. for Henry VI I I . Pub in 
Horsmonden – Gun and 
Spit roast . 

  B 

1 Value of Brenchley as a dest inat ion point  – visitors com e for 
walking and recreat ion and to enjoy the views. 

   B 

1 Value of ancient  woodland – natural and v isual value. Visual 
interest  in the fold of the landscape and as a backdrop to the 
orchards. Natural. Calm . [ Area between Mat field and Brenchley] .  

Birchet t  Wood. 

   B 

1 Brenchley/  Mat field – preserved histor ic cr icket  ground.    B 

1 Value the connect ions – easy to access ( road/  rail/  walking) . E.g. 
Brenchley Manor – allows access across the land. 

   B 

1  St rong associat ion with 
Siegfr ied Sassoon 

  G-3;  B 

 

1  Marle Place, Horsmonden   G-3 

1 High Weald Count ry Path – Mat field/  Brenchley    B 
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2 : Horsm onden Fruit  Belt  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

2   Small farm s are becom ing 
less viable and now bereft  
of purpose -  e.g. Crouches 
Farm . Due to increase in 
machinery, farms are now 
larger. 

 B-1 

2 View from Horsmonden to Brenchley – including the church – 
silhouet ted on the landscape. You can see the whole village;  
int imate scale. [ From the west  of Horsmonden] . 

Gibbet  Lane in Horsmonden – 
medieval – there is a Gibbet  
post  there. 

  B 

2/ 1 Village Greens Sprivers – woodland walks, 
Horsmonden 

  G-3 

3 : Goudhurst  Fruit  Belt  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

3 Curt isden Green – Gouldhurst  is the hopping cent re of the Weald 
(argument  for extending bound)  

   G 

5 Weaver’s cot tages at  Goudhurst     G-1 

3 Area is cr isscrossed with old drovers lanes which m ust  be 
maintained to retain the natural beauty of the area between 
Goudhurst  and Curt isden Green. 

Goudhurst  f ilm  – hops.   G/  G-2 

3 I nterest ing old buildings and extensive beaut iful views to the south 
[ Goudhurst ] .  

   G 

3 Environment /  Nature combined with Tranquillity:  Area of 
undisturbed bird and animal life combined with except ional views 
and t ranquillity . [ Area to the south of Goudhurst  -  footpath] . 

   G 

3 Lots of beaut iful, quiet  routeways in this area but  incremental 
gateway boundary changes etc. spoiling its feel. [ Area to the south 
of Goudhurst -  footpath] .  

   G 

3 Natural:  The m ost  wonderful and unspoilt  valley probably in Kent  
therefore m ust  be retained and enhanced. (Between Goudhurst /  

   G 



 

 

 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Landscape Character Assessment  201  

Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

Curt isden Green) . [ east -west  valley south of Worms Hill] .  

3 Except ional animal and part icular ly bird life due to area of 
cont inuing t ranquillity and undisturbed environment . [ Area to the 
south of Goudhurst ] .  

   G 

3 Views from the north of Goudhurst  across the valley.    G 

3 Networks of public footpaths and narrow lanes and drove ways 
(accessible landscape)   

Smugglers tunnel from  
Goudhurst  to ‘Smugglers’ 
[ Sm ugley?] Farm  – tunnel 
through the r idge 

  G-1 

3 Long distance view to south from Star and Eagle Pub and Church. 
Panoram ic;  Rural;  Ridges. [ Goudhurst ] . .  

   B-D 

3 Dist inct  v iews and alternat ing enclosed areas within r idges. [ Area 
to north east  of Goudhurst ] .  

   B-D 

3  Film :  Children’s Film  
Foundat ion’s film  called 
‘Adventures in the Hop Fields’ 
– film ed in and around 
Goudhurst  in 1950s. 

  B 

3 Skyline/  silhouet te of churches/  village on hilltop. E.g. from  
Goudhurst  west  across to St  Margaret ’s Church, Horsmonden and 
to the north, towards the eastern edge of Horsmonden [ Grovehurst  
Farm ] . 

Views up and down r iver valley from Goudhurst . Walkers around 
Goudhurst . 

   L-1 

3/ 7 This calm  and t ranquil area allows people to really enjoy and 
benefit  from  the rural environment . As a consequence the 
com munity spir it  is great  and there is a t rue feeling of pr ide and 
com mitment  to preserving this great  and unique area. [ Curt isden 
Green] . 

The hopping indust ry once 
the cornerstone of farm ing in 
the com munity. This history 
st ill cont inues with a few 
isolated hop gardens. As such 
this history must  be retained 
and celebrated. [ Curt isden 
Green] . 

  G 

3/ 7 This valley between Goudhurst  and Curt isden Green is an ent ity – 
beaut iful as are the views either way. [ Between Jarvis Lane and 
Ladham Road] . 

   G 

3/ 7 An area of outstanding Beauty cr isscrossed with wonderful    G 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

footpaths views. This is supplem ented with a t ruly m ixed farm ing 
com munity which provides interest , employment  and enjoyment  
for all. Given this, it  is cr it ical this is protected for generat ions to 
come. [ Curt isden Green – boundary between 3 and 7] . 

3/ 7 The large cent ral green in Curt isden Green is unique and has been 
enjoyed by all for years. I t  is cr it ical that  this is cont inued and 
enjoyed by all whilst  providing the Bethany School with a 
recreat ional area. 

 Bethany School 
redevelopm ent . 

 G 

3/ 7 Fabulous Vista – 180 degree view south and towards Goudhurst . 
Unspoilt  – oasts, farm houses and hop gardens/  f ields of apple 
t rees. A t radit ional vista – no modern int rusions. Conveys calm  and 
t ranquillity . A unif ied landscape. [ From Curt isden Green] . 

   B-D 

4 : Cranbrook Fruit  Belt  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

4 Subt le east  west  valleys which cut  through these areas – feel 
remote and unchanged 

   G 

4 Cranbrook – histor ic m arket  town with dist inct ive m ill Cranbrook – cent re of the 
woolt rade in C15 and C16. St  
Dunstans =  cathedral of the 
Weald 

Also note Dissenters in 
Cranbrook 

  G-1 

4 Another breath- taking view from Coursehorn Lane at  very end, 
looking south to Benenden. Again, an integrated landscape. [ Road 
to south west  of Golford] . 

   B-D 

4 Far reaching views into windm ill – close views of conservat ion area 
and windm ill. [ From cent re of Cranbrook, south of the high st reet  
by the car park] .  

   B-D 

4 Brick Kiln Farm  – south of Cranbrook has very ancient , medieval 
field system which is threatened by develop ent :  yet  this is a 
nat ionally important  area of land – possibly early m edieval – Anglo 
Saxon. 

   B-D 

4  Temple Thurston – prolific 
writer of plays and novels, 

  B 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

some made into films in 
1930s. Lived in Cranbrook. 

5 : Speldhurst  W ooded Farm land  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

5 Honnington Farm  and Honnington House – [ north of 
Southborough] . 

   L 

5 Views:  long distance, church spire on one side and rural views on 
the other;  framed views;  hidden places. Views from r idge tops – 
e.g. Barden Road, Speldhurst . 

Cont rast , and Diversity of views – the m ixture – church landmarks, 
villages – and a few paces further on it  is different  with long views 
and t rees. Local details – sm all areas of rooftops. 

 Speldhurst  area – loss of 
dairy – now sheep and 
arable. 

 L-1 

5 View of church in Speldhurst .  Baden-Powell associat ion with 
Speldhurst /  Shadwell Woods. 

Lived in Speldhurst  Manor 
House. 

  L-1 

L 

5 Lack of development  – no houses at  all in some views. Barden Furnace Farm  – 
indust r ial archaeology?!? 

  L-1 

5 Bullingstone Lane [ south of Speldhurst ] ;  Franks Hollow Road to 
Stockland Green [ south of Bidborough] ;  Broom Lane [ south of 
Langton Green] . 

   L-1 

5 Langton Green – village and open space – has village fete.    L-1 

5 Views south and north from Bidborough Ridge. Long distance;  
rural. [ At  B2176 at  bend in road] . 

Constable paint ing of 
Bidborough Church. 

  L 

5 View towards Chartwell/  Pembury [ from western edge of area – 
between Silcocks Farm  and Hickman’s Farm  -  Wealdway] .  

Views west  across the valley [ from  Wealdway long distance 
footpath by Cock Pit  Wood] . 

Gunpowder manufactur ing in 
the valley [ to the east  of 
Southborough] . 

  L 

 

L 

5 St  Mary’s Speldhurst  – landm ark. Art ists associated with 
Southborough Common area 
– Southborough Society 
website – Fiona Woodhead. 

  L 

K 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

5 Bullingstone Woods. 

 

Bullingstone Woods – there is 
a carvings in a t ree from the 
Second World War. 

  L 

5 Poundsbridge ( just  outside borough in Sevenoaks)  – rural v iews 
and views of High Weald. 

   L 

5 View from Stockland Green towards Speldhurst  village and from 
village to Stockland Green. 

Histor ic hop picking – to west  
of Speldhurst  (within 
Sevenoaks) . 

  L 

5 Views from Speldhurst  Furcefield Avenue to Bidborough Saloman’s.    L 

5 View:  Speldhurst  Church gate – looking from  Langton Road.    L 

5  Speldhurst  church windows 
designed by Burne-Jones 

  L-2 

5 Langton Green – the Green Hare Pub – landmark. 

Church spires. 

Histor ic village cent res. 

   L 

5 Saloman’s Park – histor ic interest .    L 

5 Shadwell Woods – histor ic interest .    L 

5 Finger of count ryside that  st retches all the way in to Tunbridge 
Wells – very rural feeling all the way. 

   L 

5 Southborough Common and Bidborough Ridge – rural experience. 
Secluded;  nature;  take a breather;  get  away;  woodland – nature. 

   L 

5 Speldhurst  Recreat ion Grounds and allotm ents.    L 

5 Recreat ion – Speldhurst  – local footpaths and br idleways. Toll 
r ides. 

Accessibility and public access. 

   L 

L 

5 Footpaths 

Lots of walks. 

   L 

L 

5 Speldhurst  Rec. 

Access to the count ryside. 

   L 

5 Absence of st reet  light ing in Speldhurst  – enhancing dark skies    L-2 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

5 Barnet t ’s Wood – natural value – wild flowers, cows and animals. 
[ North of Southborough] . 

   L 

5 Tunbridge Wells Golf Course is an important  element  in 
maintaining separat ion between Tunbridge Wells and Rusthall.  

   L-2 

5  The iron indust ry is an 
important  aspect  of cultural 
her itage which has left  it s 
mark on the landscape 

  L-2 

5  David Lionel Salomons (of the 
Salamons Estate at  Broom hill)   

  L-2 

5   Aircraft  noise (associated 
with Gatwick)  reduces 
t ranquillity  

 L-2 

5 Histor ic farm steads    L-2 

5 Bullingstone House – Chr ist ine Harr ison film  [ ?] .     

5  

 

 

Drovers routes. Caves in 
Forge Green – sm ugglers hid 
loot  e.g. – Barden Furnace 
Farm . Stockgreen Road. 

Smugglers – folklore 

I ncrease in air  t raffic noise 
– Speldhurst . 

 L-1 

 

L 

5/ 9 Woods – e.g. Shadwell Wood, Avery’s Wood 

Ancient  forest  

Ghylls 

Hawkhurst  Gang 

 

  G-3 

G-2 

5/ 9 Views of rolling hills and r idgetops – across the valleys (cannot  see 
into the valleys so just  see the tops) . 

Views to Ashdown Forest . 

Chalybeate spr ings – spring 
up everywhere. 

  L 

5/ 9 Percept ion – Separate ident it y of villages – Speldhurst , 
Groombridge, Ashurst . 

Rural character of Speldhurst  PC. Villages. 

   L 

5/ 9   Encroachment  of 
Tunbridge Wells on 
surrounding v illages 

 L-2 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

5/ 9 Oast  houses    L-2 

5/ 9 Woods – e.g. Shadwell Wood, Avery’s Wood 

Ancient  forest  

Ghylls 

Hawkhurst  Gang 

Gangs/  Hawkhurst  Gang – 9 
people k illed in Goudhurst . 

  G-3 

G-2 

Sp*  [ * Speldhurst  Parish] :   

I ndividual character of villages;  

Topography – glimpses, changing views, hidden valleys;  

Architecture – histor ic houses, mater ials;  

Tranquillity;  

Old set t lem ents – hill top;  

Village greens – landscape/  amenity/  histor ic/  recreat ion;  

Valley woodlands/  st reams. Avery/  Shadwell;  

Hedgerows;  

Churches/  spires;  

Pubs;  

Manor/  large houses – Speldhurst  Manor, Salomans, Groombridge 
Place, White house to rear of Langton;  Green Green, Burrswood;  

Rural character of roads/  lanes – increasing t raffic;  

Access to count ryside/  footpaths. 

 Merger of villages with 
each other/  Tunbridge 
Wells/  Southborough. 

Air  t raffic noise – loss of 
t ranquillity . 

AONB/  Green Belt  no 
longer offer same 
protect ion as in the past  
because of pr ior ity to 
housing development . 

Future of Saloman’s 
estate. 

Future of rural farmsteads 
e.g. next  to  Saloman’s up 
for resident ial 
developm ent . 

 L-  
individu
al 

 

6 : Benenden W ooded Farm land  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

6 Robins Wood/  Cranbrook Wood SSSI :  wildness;  t ranquillit y;  hidden 
history;  biodiversity. (Cranbrook Benenden – Hawkhurst  
boundary) . 

   G 

6 Long distance landscape to south from church. Village Green. 
Arcadian area. [ Area just  south of Benenden] . 

Sunken smugglers paths. 

St rawberry Culvert  (Rom an 
and Medieval) .  [ Area north 

  G 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

east  of I den Green] . 

6 I den Green – Smelters    G-2 

6  George Devey (architect )  – 
designed buildings at  
Benenden. 

  G-2 

  Kit ty Fisher – buried in 
Benenden churchyard. 

  G-2 

6  Benenden School.   G-2 

6  Kilndown church – famous 
Victor ian acrchitecture 

  G-1 

6 Far reaching unspoilt  v iew across towards Sandhurst  – lush green 
farm land. [ From the south end of I den Green, west  of Moor Wood] . 

   B-D 

7 : Sissinghurst  W ooded Farm land  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

7/ 3 Network of footpaths cross the agricultural land and provide opp to 
experience fantast ic rural v iews 

   G-1 

7 Subt le east  west  valleys which cut  through these areas – feel 
remote and unchanged 

   G 

7  Vita Sackville West  and 
Nicholson’s at  Sissinghurst  

  G-1 

7    Blantyre House – 
will be redeveloped. 

G-2 

7 Enclosed coppice woodland interspersed with longer range views of 
landscape. [ Old Park Wood] . 

   B-D 

7 The area around Sissinghurst  Cast le always shim mers, when 
viewed from the tower. [ Area to east  of Old Park Wood] . 

    

7 Curt isden Green – ent irely fruit  growing – apples, at  present . The 
views from the surrounding lanes are spectacular , revealing fields 
that  look as if corduroy fabric has been thrown over the land!  

   B-D 

7 Sunken rural lanes, old droving routes and evidence of woodland 
managem ent  (histor ically)  field separat ion – assart ing etc. 

   B-D 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

[ Footpath in south of area between Colliers Green and Hocker 
Edge] . 

7  Charles Doughty who wrote 
‘Arabia Deserta’ lived in 
Sissinghurst . 

  B 

8 : Bayham  W ooded Farm land  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

8  Bayham Abbey – exist ing 
venue 

  G-3 

9 : Ashurst  W ooded Farm land  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

9 Broad Lane.    L-1 

9 View from the hill [ in the west  of the area]  in all direct ions. View 
across the Medway Valley into Sevenoaks – to Top Hill Wood/  
Walter ’s Green and from here towards Stone Cross and Ashurst  
Wood. 

Nell Gywn cam e to Ashurst .    L-1 

9 Burrs Wood. Groombridge Place – Pride 
and Prejudice filmed here. 

  L-1 

9 I ron forges – e.g. woodland south of Stone Cross.    L-1 

9 Ashurst  farm land/  Penshurst  r idge.    L-1 

9 Dorothy Kerin and Burrswood.    L-1 

9 Landmark -  the Green Crown Pub [ Groombridge] .    L 

9 Big oak t rees create framed views.  Cycling – issue e.g. around 
Groombridge (cyclists zoom 
past ) . 

 L-1 
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1 0 : Kilndow n W ooded Farm land  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

10 Natural Beauty:  Lit t le Scotney Farm . Finchcocks;  Hopfields;  Walk/  
footpath/  br idal way;  Horse r iding. 

 Future upgrading of A21 
between exist ing dual 
carr iageways will have 
major impact . 

 G 

10  Glassenbury – moated manor 
house former ly part  of large 
estate 

  G-1 

1 1 : Haw khurst  W ooded Farm land  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

11 Like seeing the windm ills and churches as ‘beacons’ at  village 
locat ions. [ Sandhurst ] .  

Smugglers – Hawkhurst  Gang 
and stor ies about  their  use of 
sunken routes and churches. 

  G 

11  Smuggling – Hawkhurst  Gang 
based at  Four Wents 

  G-1 

11  Rootes Group – car empire.   G-2 

11 The Moor – Hawkhurst  – sense of com munity. Gilbert  Scot t  – designed the 
church in Hawkhurst . 

  G-2 

11  Saint  Ronan’s (School)  – the 
home of the m an who 
invented the Oxo cube. 
Gunther bought  the 
Tongswood Estate in 
Hawkhurst  in 1902. OXO can 
st ill be seen in darker br ick, 
above the ent rance. 

Also walled gardens. 

  G-2 

11  Marlborough House School – 
near Hawkhurst . 

  G-2 

11  Hawkhurst  – associated with 
t ravellers ( from the r iver to 
London) ;  Hop huts (now 
derelict  but  st ill in the 
landscape) ;  Holidays – from 

  G-2 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

East  London. 

  Colonnade and Dunks 
Alm shouses (after Sir  Thomas 
Dunk, whose fam ily had been 
wealthy clothiers)  in the 
Highgate area of Hawkhurst . 

   

11 Enclosed landscapes at  the bot tom of the r idge, surrounding 
woodland. [ Area north of Hinksden Bridge/  The Paper Mill wood] . 

   B-D 

11 Open views east  of Sandhurst  – looking towards Rother and views 
back in to Sandhurst  windm ill. [ At  Sandhurst  – east  end of the 
village] . 

   B-D 

11 Looking north in Hawkhurst  r idge towards Cranbrook very 
impressive vista – largely unspoilt  by modern int rusions. View 
across valley. [ From east  of Hawkhurst  village] . 

   B-D 

11 Colonnade buildings and dist inct ive crossroads. [ Hawkhurst  – 
cent re] . 

   B-D 

1 3 : Paddock W ood/ Five Oak Green Low  W eald Farm land  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

13  The Hop Farm  – just  touching 
on the borough 

  G-3 

13 Foal Hurst  Wood and Whetsted Wood very important  for views and 
walking. Also woodland beside Church Road and Green Lane in 
Paddock Wood. 

   B-D 

13   Comm unity orchard being 
created east  of Paddock Wood 
as part  of new developm ent  
(not  sure how it  will be 
maintained) . 

 B-1 

13  Sir  Frederick Morgan (D Day)  
– [ born and raised in Paddock 
Wood] . 

Hop indust ry (Paddock 
Wood) . 

  B 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

Hop Pickers Line. 

13 Church at  Capel – histor ic, walks.    L 

1 4 : Pem bury / Capel  Forested Plateau  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

14 Pembury Woodlands and Heathlands (com m ents provided on write 
up)  

Much of sweet  chestnut  coppice is unmanaged 

Coniferous woodland planted in 1940s and now past  felling date 

The area is int rospect ive but  there are also areas with good views 
out  to north  

Note large cover of ancient  woodland 

No vineyards any more but  some new areas of hops 

Re bullet  5-  despite road inaccessibility there are areas with 
extensive footpath network and access to land owned by public 
bodies and Hadlow Estates 

Bayham Estate lies to the south 

A key value is the sense of separateness from RTW that  should be 
conserved – need for firm  boundary with appropriate t ree plant ing 
and landscape t reatm ent  (note re Knights Park – consider as part  
of the landscape sensit iv ity)  

With the new A21 – was loss of many t rees and views have opened 
up to the urban area (NE of TW) 

Comm ent  re greenbelt  around edge of TW and need to maintain  

   G-
separat
e 

14 Cinderhill Woods/  Brenchley Woods/  Pembury Walks    G-3 

14 Not  keen on the new road but  value the v iews of the landscape it  
has created!  

   G 

14    Think of extending 
the RSPB Tudeley 
Woods reserve 
around the north 
and east  of 

B-D 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

Pembury – the 
area m ight  be 
doubled or t rebled 
to create a much 
more extensive 
and valuable 
reserve. 

14   Pembury – (new)  orchards? 
Peppenbry, Scipps group – 
north of Five Oak Green/  
Berry Fruits – south of Five 
Oak Green. Fruit  growing with 
café and shop. Orchard to 
east  of Tudeley 

 B-1 

14 Pembury (v illage) :  Village green – gives a sense of com m unity, 
and the history of how the place once was – e.g. the old coach 
road. 

   B 

14 Pembury retains a separate ident ity despite its developm ent , and 
proxim ity to Tunbridge Wells 

   L-2 

14  Old br ickworks – e.g. to the 
north of Pembury village. 

  B 

14   Opportunit ies of underpasses 
under the A21 to improve 
connect iv ity – horses. 
Potent ial concent rat ion of 
equest r ian uses. 

 L-1 

14 Greggs Wood – natural value. Wildlife, lake, t ranquillity. [ At  edge 
of TW] . 

 I ndust r ial estate on edge of 
TW – view from A26 towards 
it  – br ight ly lit  at  night . 

 L 

1 5 : Bedgebury Forested Plateau  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

15 Berresford Hope Estate based at  Bedgebury (bought  by FC)  – 
whole area st ill bears impr int  of histor ic estate landscape. 

   G1 

15 Bedgebury provides highly valued recreat ion area    G-1 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

15 Bedgebury – public recreat ion and Go Ape;  pinetum . 

 

  This cont r ibutes to 
a ‘chain’ of 
recreat ion spaces 
– Bewl Water – 
Scotney. 

G-2 

1 8 : Teise Valley  
Are a Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

18 Far reaching views over the Teise and Horsmonden Church. Fishing on the Teise   G-3 

18 Farm  animals grazing – t radit ional;  keeps landscape working;  
t radit ions of wool indust ry. 

   G-3 

18 Rolling views of histor ic farm  buildings – oasts, Kent ish barns. 
I nterspersed between r idges and woodland. [ Valley to west  of 
Goudhurst ] .  

   B-D 

1 9 : Bayhall  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Changes  Opportunit ies  Group  

19 Robert  Marnock – landscape architect . Designed Dunor lan Park. 
Lived in Rusthall.  

   L 

Values and Cultura l Associat ions for  a ll areas  
Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Group  

1/ 14/ 13 Transit ion slopes between 1/  14 and 13  G-3 

All Oast  houses 

Half- t imbered 

Wooded landscape/  hedgerows/  shaws G-3 

All Churches as landmarks 

Churches – sense of history – can piece together the landscape – e.g. history of 
fam ilies/  owners who built  different  places across the dist r ict .  

Hoppers huts G-3 

L 

All Weather pat terns – see the weather com ing  G-3 

All Bluebells and orchids in woodland  G-3 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Group  

All Smugglers Paths  

Old routeways 

 G-2 

L 

1/ 2/ 3/ 4 – 
all of fruit  
belt .  

Evidence of farm ing – orchards fruit  belts – now being grubbed but  dist inct  field 
margins and shapes should be retained. (All of fruit  belts 1-4) . 

 B-D 

All Places that  feel wild and have a sense of t ranquillity (places can st ill get  lost )  Large schools – St  Ronans, Bethany, Mar lborough House, Cranbrook, 
Benenden, TCPS – chartacterst ic of this rural area and wider influence 
on landscape – people t ravelling along rural roads and house pr ices.  
Huge employers and at t ract  wealthy populat ion 

G-1 

All Views and vistas – outstanding across the area e.g. long views from r idges 
(Hast ings)  cont rast ing with short  distance enclosed v iews 

Art ists – Cranbook colony C19 – see Cranbrook museum  G-1 

All Cast les as at  Sissinghurst  and Scotney which lend character to ent ire area (+  
tour ism )  

Scotney – imp cultural associat ion with the Picturesque G-1 

All Disused railway Hawkhurst  to Paddock Wood now being bought  back as 
recreat ional route 

Hop Pickers Line 

History of the plague and im pact  on the landscape e.g. Horsemonden 
church 

G-1 

 

G-2 

All Medieval iron working (ham mer ponds)  dist inct ive features across the whole area 
– all over but  part icular ly areas 3,4,7 

I n landscape recalled as Furnace Lane, Furnace Farm , old ponds 

 G-1 

All Two catchments split  on the r idge, r ive st reams and m inor r ivers (Teise, Crane 
and Beult )  running to Medway north and south catchment  running to the coast  

 G-1 

All Hops are character ist ic of the whole area and are now making a come back e.g 
Sandhurst  

 G-1 

6/ 11/ 15 Tract ion engine ponds – close to roads.  G-2 

All Set t ing of set t lem ents   

All  Holidays from East  London G-2 

All Biodiversity – value of hedges for nature.   

All [ Exper ience & Feeling] :  the wooded ghylls are a magical elem ent  in our 
landscape. They lend enchantment  to the count ryside. 

 B 

All Biodiversity value of grass verges and ponds.  B 

All Accessibility for recreat ion. Connected ‘nuggets’ – e.g. Bedgebury.  L-1 
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Area  Values  Cultura l Associa t ions  Group  

All Chestnut  woodlands and charcoal burning. I ron furnaces.  L-1 

L 

All Railway lines are hidden in the landscape – sense of no int rusion from overhead 
lines/  infrast ructure. 

 L 

All Sense of history – archaeological digs – ongoing – find histor ic artefacts and 
rem ind us of the people using the landscape before. 

 L 

All Enjoying peace and quiet , and views.  L 

All Beaut iful  count ryside.  L 

All Woodland 

St reams 

Trees 

Green spaces 

Hedgerows 

 L 

All Open green spaces and villages broken up by green boundaries.  L 

All Network of footpaths cross the agricultural land and provide opp to exper ience 
fantast ic rural views – VALUE applies to all 

 G-1 

Com m ents on I ssues and Oppor tunit ies  
Changes/  I ssues  Opportunit ies  Group  

Neglect  of landscape, especially small parcels – prelude to developm ent? Opportunit ies – plant ing woodland to prevent  flooding. G-3 

I ncremental change – gradual impact  of small developm ents.  G-3 

Orchards – loss   

Fly- t ipping  G-3 

Stones on verges  G-3 

Widening of rural lanes  G-3 

I ncrease in t raffic in rural lanes  G-3 

Noise in the quiet , sensit ive areas  G-3 

A21 – has opened up at t ract ive views in this area  G-3 
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Changes/  I ssues  Opportunit ies  Group  

Secur ity light ing – part icular ly on farms/  pr ivate propert ies  G-3 

St reet  light ing on new development   G-3 

Re-use of redundant  farm  buildings – provide employment  in the rural areas – important  rural 
stock 

 G-3 

Extensions/  adapt ions to resident ial propert ies – bungalows etc.  G-3 

Scale is important  and the detail can add to the character  G-3 

I mproved footpaths/  br idleways – dest inat ions etc.  G-3 

Vineyards – change and growing indust ry providing em ployment   G-3 

Hop-pickers line from PW – Hawkhurst   G-3 

Loss of pubs Don’t  want  large developm ents. G-2 

Loss of hop fields and orchards – now there are more modern intensively farmed t rees, no 
sheep grazing. Some fields are arable and woodland. 

Lack of railway stat ions. G-2 

Bigger fields and loss of hedgerows – previously, hedgerows gave an impression of the lie of 
the land. 

Comm ut ing m ore difficult  – pressures in this area. G-2 

Stopped cut t ing verges – access is increasingly difficult .   G-2 

Traffic on A262 to Ashford  -  major arter ial road – changes character , noise, loss of rural 
character part icular ly in those character areas that  it  crosses, plus associated cut  through on 
the narrow rural lanes around Goudhurst  and Marden 

 G-1 

Resident ial development  both within the Dist r ict  (Goudhurst , Cranbrt rok extensions)  as well as 
outside dist r ict  (Marden)  and resultant  impacts on rural character and use of rural lanes 

 G-1 

Land use change:   Much greater intensity of fruit  farm ing (dwarf stock)  plus diversificat ion and 
part icular ly horsiculture paddocks around Cranbrook and Bedgebury. 

Note two large shoots exist  at  Glassenbury and Ludham House 

 G-1 

Reopening of the Hop Pickers Line across the area as new access opportunity  G-1 

Selling off of woodland in small lots is a t rend – unmanaged and sm all scale uses   G-1 

Fewer sheep/  animal grazing – since foot  and mouth. Now there is more mechanisat ion, horse 
paddocks, solar farms (e.g. around Paddock Wood) . 

Agri- tour ism  B-1 

Possibly small scale increase in local ales and hops – Dovecote and Halfway House – local ales;  
small scale new hops and hobby breweries. 

Farm  shops – locally grown produce. B-1 

New vineyards – e.g. Chapelhurst , Tenterton, Biddenden. Encourage improvements in biodiversity on farms (already happening B-1 
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Changes/  I ssues  Opportunit ies  Group  

to som e extent )  – e.g. the species r ich hedges. I ncrease awareness of 
the value of this and encourage local com m unit ies – e.g. holes in 
garden fences for hedgehogs. 

I mpact  of A21 on increasing accessibility – results in increased pressures – e.g. will people st ill 
support  facilit ies in Paddock Green? 

Potent ial for allotm ents – to give sense of  comm unity. B-1 

Lack of understanding of cont rols.  B-2 

Farm land going to solar farm s – impact  on landscape. Very rapid change.  B-2 

Rural except ion sites/  extensions to exist ing propert ies/  urbanisat ion;  dr iveways etc.  

Small scale individual change has an accum ulat ive effect .  

I ndividual large houses – too large. 

Need guidance on rural extensions/  rural except ion sites. 

St ronger policies on small scale increm ental change. 

B-2 

I ntensificat ion – large scale houses – loss of gaps/  green spaces. Can soften new development  with landscaping and green roofs. B-2 

More road signs – there are too many! ! !   B-2 

The proliferat ion of wire fencing is one of the things that  is damaging to the landscape.  B 

Orchards – now much smaller (dwarf rather than t radit ional t rees) . 

Break up of farmsteads. 

Boundar ies of resident ial propert ies – urbanising – black topping. 

Wire fencing. 

 B 

Rural character of roads/  lanes – increasing t raffic  L-2 

Reduct ion in hops – used to be all around Goudhurst . Now most ly soft  fruit  (blackcurrants) . Advert ise as a place for film  making (Speldhurst  area)  – unique 
landscape. 

L-1 

I ncrease in hobby farm ing. Create more br idleways – if there are more equest r ian facilit ies it  
m ight  encourage more tourism  – potent ial to focus equest r ian use in 
certain area (e.g. Pem bury LCA) . 

L-1 

I ncrease in chickens – modern;  very large areas. I ncrease prom ot ion of footpaths L-1 

Fracking for shale gas would have a det r imental impact  on landscape character   L-2 

I ncrease in am ount  of disused farm land – at  greater r isk of development   L-2 

Decline in managem ent  of former coppice woodland  L-2 

More use of security light ing is harm ful to dark skies New/ replacem ent  t ree plant ing L-2 

Threat  of development  in smaller villages – r isk of set t lem ent  m erger  L-2 
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Changes/  I ssues  Opportunit ies  Group  

‘Backland’ housing developm ent   L-2 

Safety of cyclists on rural lanes  L-2 

Danger caused by increased number of cyclists on rural lanes!   L-2 

Decline in hedgerow maintenance, in effect  narrowing lanes  L-2 

 Local food product ion – make more of this as a character ist ic of Kent  L-2 

Com m ents on Boundar ies/  Genera l Com m ents   
Area  Com m ents on Bound ar ies  Genera l Com m ents  Group  Response  

3/  7 Curt isden Green is the main orchard area of Goudhurst  (not  
[ Sissinghurst ] )  – should be part  of Goudhurst . 

Curt isden Green is surrounded by the biggest  Apple Orchard in the 
area. Biggest  – Goudhurst !  (Should not  be in Sissinghurst  quite 
different ) . 

Should be part  of Fruit  Belt  [ area south of Old Park Wood] . 

Ridges and fruit  belt .  

 G 

 

 

G 

B-D 

Altered boundary between LCA 3 
and 7 – Curt isden Green now 
within LCA 3 Goudhurst  area. 

4  [ Area in north east  of 4] :  No fruit .  G  

4/ 15/ 10/ 1
1 

Should extend the south western corner of LCA 4.  G  

8/  10  Lots of fruit  in 8 and 10 too!  G  

11 I s this area at  Hawkhurst  consistent  – is it  too big? Can No. 16 
boundary move into this area? I s it  consistent . East  of Sandhurst  – 
much more open (does AONB boundary split  this area?)  

 B-D Altered northern boundary of LCA 
11 slight ly along topographical 
contour line. 

11/ 16 Also a wide r iver valley in 11 – not  sure why not  part  of 16.  G  

17 Check floodplain in area 13 – north of rail line – Sarah Lowe TWBC.  B-D Altered boundary using floodplain 
and railway line. 

18/ 8/ 10  Hops in area of LCA 18 between 8 and 10. G  

19  Change from urban fr inge farm land =  
Undulat ing Farm land. 

B-D  

ALL  Areas need to reflect  shared history where it  
has an impact  on character e.g. Dens. 

G  
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Area  Com m ents on Bound ar ies  Genera l Com m ents  Group  Response  

General Urban areas ought  to be included in the assessm ent , to reflect  the 
relat ionship between urban areas and their  surroundings. 

 B-2  

Wooded 
Farm land 

 Change to Wooded/  Mixed Farm land G  

All  Quest ion about  boundary lines – for example, 
one side of the line is within the AONB and the 
other is outside it  (e.g. north of Brenchley at  
the v iewpoint ) .   

B The character assessment  will 
look at  these areas in part icular. 
And where there are qualit ies that  
reflect  and enhance the AONB. 
I mportant  to note that  it  is a 
gradual t ransit ion and not  a 
complete change in character. For 
example the v iews from Brenchley 
enhance the AONB.  

General  Area to the east  of Tunbridge Wells at  Knights 
Park is now designed to accommodate 
developm ent  whereas before it  had m any uses 
and undefined. 

B  

Other  Consulta t ion  
Source  Com m ents  Response  

Terry 
Cload 

I t 's ext raordinary that  three of the Borough's most  important  landscape features the Commons are j ust  passed over in one short  
paragraph and an addit ional sentence. Area 5 -  (8)  and (12) . These are in urban areas but  deserve the 'full t reatment ' as per 
the rest  of the document , as they are of imm ense importance to the landscape of the urban environm ent .  

I  st rongly support  the st r ict  cont rol of light  pollut ion and especially resist ing it  altogether -  not  only in remote areas but  
throughout  the Borough.  Light  pollut ion affects humans as well as f lora and fauna and is also wasted energy.  Our sense of 
hum anity and place in the universe is great ly dim inished if we cannot  see the night  sky above. Again only m ent ioned in passing.  
I t  should run like a powerful thread throughout  the whole document .  Chapter 5 -  17. 

Man-made noise could also be given more considerat ion.  There are possible threats ahead from indust r ial uses such as 
windfarms and fracking enterpr ises as well as exist ing noise generators, e.g. t raffic. 

Overall the Landscape Character Assessment  is an excellent  document  but  the near ly 100 pages are of lit t le use if the Council 
only pays lip service to its contents and recomm endat ions. Councillors need to embrace it  and work daily to make ensure a 
tangible difference, benefit ing the Borough, rather than saying ' j olly good' and put t ing it  to one side unt il the next  review.  I  
regret  to say I  am  not  hopeful.  

Added reference to Com mons in 
Valued features box. 

 

 

 

I nformat ion on dark skies added. 

References to t raffic added for 
areas as appropriate. 

Andrew 
Greater  

I  wish to com ment  on the consultat ion document  referr ing to Speldhurst  Wooded Farm land. This is an area of count ryside with 
at t ract ive views which one can enjoy whatever the t im e of year. I t  provides a m uch needed breathing space where one can walk 
safely and healthily away from the increasingly congested roads of Tunbridge Wells and needs to be preserved as it  is for this 
and future generat ions. Along with this much needs to be done to calm  the t raff ic usage of Reynolds Lane which has very much 

Comm ents considered and 
incorporated. 
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Source  Com m ents  Response  

become a 'rat  run' in recent  years by those t rying to avoid the congest ion of St  Johns Road. I  understand that  Reynolds Lane is 
a rare surviv ing ancient  rural lane and it  should be respected as such. 

Royal 
Tunbridge 
Wells Town 
Forum  

1. The st rong sense of place associated with Royal Tunbr idge Wells should be safeguarded by protect ing the landscape set t ing of 
the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty surrounding the town and conserving the buffer areas of high quality Green Belt  on its 
edge which feather impercept ibly into it , thus maintaining the high visual,  amenity and cultural value of our landscapes. These 
cont r ibute to the econom ic health of the town and help produce benefit s of greater social cohesion through comm unity 
act iv it ies, char itable events and outdoor sports in general. 

2. This safeguarding should be done through the planning system and also by further developing appropriate leisure and tour ist  
act iv it ies related to our adjacent  open count ryside which allows walking, cycling, f ishing, horse r iding, rock clim bing and outdoor 
pursuits in general.  

3. The resource represented by these green spaces is not  only valuable for residents. I t  can also be of benefit  to tour ists, 
potent ially extending the length of their  stay in the town, with consequent  econom ic benefit s for the local economy. 

4. With open count ryside or woodland within 15 m inutes walk of near ly all inhabitants of the town, the health and amenity 
“green value per resident ”  of adjoining count ryside acres  may be considered m uch greater in the town of Royal Tunbridge Wells 
than in many other parts of the Borough and merits future safeguarding. 

5. Opportunit ies may ar ise for  acquisit ion and safeguarding of green spaces by the Woodland Trust , Nat ional Trust  or 
designat ion by landowners and by local subscript ion and such opportunit ies should be act ively pursued whenever they ar ise. 

Noted. 

 

 

n/ a. 

 

Noted. 

 

Access to nature noted as a 
valued quality where relevant . 

 

n/ a. 
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2)  ‘Your View’ App 

‘Your View’ is a m obile app developed and m ade live during the course of the project .  The app 
aim ed to engage a public audience in ident ify ing and sharing their opinions on the landscape in 
their  area.  The app included an opt ion to upload a photograph of a part icular view alongside 
descript ions of what  people see as ‘special’ about  the part icular view.   

The app was advert ised by the Council and was available from Septem ber 2016-  Novem ber 2016.   

Object ive  of App  

The object ive of the app was to:  

1)  Understand what  people value about  the landscapes in Tunbridge Wells Borough and why, 
including 

a. What  do they value about  any of the features in the view and why? 

b. How does the landscape or the experience of the view m ake them  feel? 

c. What  do they think is special about  the part icular view? 

The outputs from  the app were com piled and used to augm ent  the assessm ent . The outputs of 
the app are provided at  the end of this docum ent . 
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